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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Having requested Mr. Hutton's pennis'- 
Bion to re-publish his interesting Account 
of the Battle of Bosworth Field, illustrated 
by some Engravings from the " History of 
Leicestershire ;" and having asked whether 
he had any additions to make ; my venerable 
Friend, in a very kind Answer, says, 

" I paid a visit in July 1807 ^ Bosworth 
Field; but found so great an alteration 
since I saw it in 1788, that I was totally 

a 2 lost 



iv ADVERTISEMENT. 

lost. The manor had been inclosed; the 
fences were grown up; and my prospect 
impeded. King Richard's Well, which 
figures in our Histories, was nearly obli- 
terated; the swamp where he fell become 
firm land ; and the rivulet proc^ding from 
it, lost in an under-drain; so that future 
inspection is cut off. I wished to sleep in 
the room, at the Three Tuns in Atherstone, 
that was the last in which Henry the Seventh 
slept prior to the Battle (see p. 61}; but 
was not permitted.'' 

In a 3ub8equent Lietter, he says^ 

^^ I have no other remarks to make upon 
my last visit to Bosworth Field, than those 
already communicated to you, but am pleased 
with your Additions to it. I cannot tell by 
what mistake the wood came to be 4 or 500 
acres (see p. 69); nor can I now call to 
vnind what I conjectured it to be; so make 

It 
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it 4 or 5 acres, or any other xumiber jo« 
may think more correct 

^^ The following account of a chimney- 
piece, at Gosfield Hall in Essex a seat of 
the Marquis of Buckingham, is copied from 
the Fifth Volume of * The Beauties of £ng« 
land and Wales^ 1803/ p. 352. 

^ In the Library is an antient sculptured 

* chimney-piece in stone, deserving notice 
^ from its subject and execution. It repre- 

* sents, in hold relief, the memorable Battle 
^ of Bosworth Field, between Richard IIL 
^ and the Earl of Richmond ; and contains 

* twenty-four figures on horseback, ^4th the 

* King lying prostrate under his own 

* charger. Most of the personages introf* 
^ doced are known by the armorial bear* 
^ ings on their shields. Amongst others are, 
^ the Ihike of Norfolk, the Earls of Surrey 
^ itnd Northuniberland', Sir Simon Digby, 

*Sir 
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* Sir Walter Blount, Sir William Herbert, 

* Lord Stanley, Sir G^ofge Stanley, Sir 

* William Brandon, Lord Edward Stafford, 
' Sir Gilbert Talbot, Sir R, Ratcliffe, Sir T. 

* Tyrrell, Edward Lord Lovell, and the Earl 

* of Oxford. At the extremity of the chim- 
^ ney-piece are small statues of Henry VIL 
^ and his Queen, exactly resembling those 

* on the monument in Westminster Abbey. 

* The exact date of this sculpture * is uncer* 

* In the Gent1emah*s Magazine for 1796, vol. 
LXVI. p. 913, is an engraving of a carving some- 
what similar (except that it is in wood) on a chim- 
ney-piece in the great parlour of the Tankard ale- 
house in St. Stephen^s parish at Ipswich, formerly 
the mansion of Sir Anthony Wingfield, K. G, privy 
' counsellor, and one of the executors to King Henry 
VIII. Part of the building has served 'as a play- 
house; and the family chapiel opiK)site thereto is 
succee^jd by Dr. Gwyhne^s boiise. 

Uninterrupted tradition has referred the Ipswich 
carving to the Battle of Qosworth. But Mr. Gough, 
in a letter to Mr. Urban on the subject, says, *' Shall 

" I venture 
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^ tain ; but it is known to be of considerable 
^ antiquity, it having been removed in the 

'< I venture to break the thread of that tradition, and 
*^ ssLy, that it is nothing more nor less than the Judg- 
" ment of Paris, and its consequence ? Paris is seated, 
'* habited in his Phrygian robe and bonnet, amusing 
<* himself with his lute, when the three goddesses pre- 
** sent themselves to him. The next scene is his ad- 
'* judgment of the prize; when Juno, as Queen of 
'^ Heaven, leads the way, followed by Venus, dis- 
** closing all her charms ; and she by Pallas, with the 
** Gorgon's head and aegis. Pari$, won over by the 
** attractions of Venus, and her assistant son, who is 
^^ hovering in the air above, adjudges to her the 
^' apple, which he holds in his left hand. We next 
*^ view him, armed cap-i-piCy reclining, perhaps at 
** the foot of the statue of his Patroness, meditating 
** his conquest, his lance lying by him, and his horse 
'^ saddled and bridled. The reclining warrior and 
*' the horse are the only figures in the piece that 
^ could possibly suggest the idea of the Battle of 
<< Bosworth ; but the latter might with equal pro* 
** priety have been taken for the Trojan horse as for 
" that of Richard III. or Paris for that King, Below, 

«in 
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^ year 1687 from Bois Hdl, a small house 
*■ l^elongiiig to the Eiurls of Oxford^ one of 
' whom was a partizan of the Earl of Bich- 
« mond/' 

** The whole of this cmioos chimney- 
piece^ as appears by a newspaper of the 
year 1808^ has been removed^ to decorate 
the magnificent Gothic Library lately built 
at Stowe, for the reception of the MSS. of 
that collection. 



^ You mention^ in your History of Leices- 
tershire, (Vol. m. p. 469,) a hill called 

^ in the left corner, we see Paris and one of his friends 
^ priepare with horses to carry off Helen ; and in the 
^ distance they are seen offering up their vows in the 
^ Temple of Venus, or, perhaps, solemnizing their 
'' nuptials, the horse or horses waiting without. 

** I should be sorry to deprive Lady Lucan or Mr. 
*' Hardinge of such a subject for their illuminated 
*^ Shakspear; but I cannot help thinking the present 
<* the more probable illustration. R. G.** 

Bobin^ 
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Bobin-o^ ^tiptoe^ in the parish of Tilton. 
Upon the summit is a Fortification^ of an 
oblong square^ which I take to be Danish^ 
containing about one acre. There is one 
Tree within the Camp^' in a state of great 
decay; probably not less than a thousand 
years old : from this^ I apprehend, the Hill^ 
took its name of Sobm o' tiptoe. I have 
lately purchased the ffilL W. Hutton/' 

Thus far. the original Historian of Bos- 
worth Field; whose apprehensions, how- 
ever, that the famous Well where Richard 
quenched his thirst will sink into oblivion, 
I am happy to observe, are totally* done 
away, by the recent exertions of my pro- 
foundly-learned Friend, the Rev. Dr. Parr; 
by whose indefatigability, intelligencie, and 
erudition, the site of this memorable spot 
will be handed down to the latest posterity. 

In a Letter dated ^^ Hatton, Sept. 13^ 
^^ 1813," which I here use by his express 

h . per- 
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permission^ Dr. Parr says, "As to Bos- 
*' worth Field, six or seven years ago I ex- 
*^ plored it, aud I found Dick's Well, out of 
** which the tradition is that Richard drank 
^* daring the Battle. It was in dirty, mossy 
ground, and seemed to^me in danger of 
being destroyed by tfie cattle. I there- 
fore bestirred myself to have it preserved, 
" and to ascertain the Owner. The Bishop 
" of Down spoke to the Archbishop of Ar- 
^^ roagh, who said that the ground was not 
'^ his. I then found it not to be Mrs. 
" Pochin's. Last year I traced it to a per- 
'^ son to whom it had been bequeathed by 
" Dr. Taylor, formerly Rector of Bos worth. 
I went to the spot, accompanied by the 
Rev. Mr. Lynes, of Kirkby-Malory. The 
'^ grounds had been dndned. We dug in 
** two or three places without effect. I then 
" applied to a neighbouring Farmer, a good 
^^ intelligent fellow. He told me his family 
" had drawn water from it for six or seven 

years. 
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^* years, and that he would conduct me to 
*^ the very place. I desired him to describe 
'' the signs. He said^ there were some large 
** stones^ and some square wood, which 
** went round the Well at the top. We 
^' dugy and found things as he had described 
^^ them ; and, having ascertained the very 
^^ spot, we rolled in the stones, and covered 
" them with earth. Now Lord Went worth, 
^* and some other Gentlemen, mean to fence 
the place with some strong stones, and to 

put a large stone over it with the following 
^^ inscription ; and you may tell the story if 
^* you please. Yours, &c. S Paeb,'* 

AaVA . £X . HOC • PVnO • HAV8TA 

BinM . uDAvrr 

RICARDVt . TBETIVS . RXX • ANGUAB 
CVif . QSNRICO • COUnE . DB • BICHMOtf OIA 

m:brrimb . ATavB . wfensissimb • fbabuan^ 

BT . VITA • PAEITBB . AC , fCEPTRO 

ante • KOCTBM • CARrrVBVS 

Si . BAL . fEPT . A . D . ficCCClJCXXV. 
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The original Publication of Mr. Hutton 
is preserved, in the present Edition, without 
the slightest alteration; but I have added 
to it such elucidation3 as occurred during 
a long research into the general History 
of the County of Leicester ; and have availed 
myself, particularly, of the opportunity of 
annexing some Observations on the im- 
portant Field of Bosworth, the result of an 
excursion oq the l/th of June 17^9, as 
communicated at the time to one of my 

Companions ia that exploration. 

« 

Of the Portraits of the three Monarchs, — 
that of Edward the Fourth is from an origi- 
nal Fainting at Southwiok House, North- 
amptonshire (see Gent Mag. 1804, vol. 
LXXIV. p. 997) ; Richard the Third's is 
copied from Walpole's ^* Historic Doubts ;** 

and 
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and that of Henry the Seventh Is communi- 
cated to this Work by my friend the Rev. 
John Homfray^ F.S.A. from a Painting, in 
distemper^ on pannel^ fonnerly belonging to 
his Mother's Family (that is, to the Parrs,) 
and now in the possession of Lady Beding- 
field. It was etched by Mr. Crowe; and 
represents the Monarch as young, and a 
white rose in his hand^ with a red one in the 
centre ; and was allowed to be an undoubted 
original by the late viscount Townsbend and 
Horace Earl of Orford. 

Nwember 1, 1813. J, N. 
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^^ No part of the English History, since the 
^ Conquest, is so obscure and uncertain, as that 
'^ of the long-subsisting Quarrel between the 
•* Houses of Lancaster and York—* And it is the 
^ more remarkable/ says Mr. Hume, * that this 
*' profimnd darkness falls upon us just on the eve 
*' of the restoration of letters, and when the art 
** of printing was already known in Europe.' But 
^ this latter circumstance, this recent and great 
'* acquirement, and which, in the opinion of that 
*' writer, might be expected to have diffused a 
^ knowledge of the several occurrences at the pe- 
** riod in question, had a totally contrary effect ; 
** which effect is thus judiciously accounted for 
** by Sir John Fenn, who observes, ' that, the 
" art of printing being newly discovered, people 
*' neglected to multiply their manuscripts, and, 
** being anxious to preserve the history of past 
** times, forgot the present/ 

'' Mr. 
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•* Mr. Hutton, equally sensible of the defective- 
•* ness of our Chronicles, in recording a particular 
'* incident of the tiroes, has zealously undertaken 
'^ to give it the clearness it manifestly wants. 
** That part of our Author's performance which 
comprises the life of Richard, ^ till he assumed 
the regal power,* is intended to set his charac- 
'^ ter in a somewhat amiable point of view. It is 
" diiefly extracted from Buck, Rapin, Carte, 
'< Walpole, and Fenn ; and is preparatory to his 
^ general rindication, or, at least, to an extenu- 
ation of the guilty proceedings of which he has 
been accused by Lancastrian Historians, and 
'* also by some others of a fetter date. The truly 
<' ingenious Mr. Walpole was the first who at- 
^ tempted, in a particular manner, to rescue the 
*^ memory of Richard from the obloquy which 
** had been generally thrown on it. He knew, 
^ that to palliate the crimes imputed to the' King 
were to lose the point for whidi he was con- 
tending, and he therefore laboured to prove his 
innocence -— and this in every accusatioa exhi- 
^^ bited against him. Hence, in our opinion, his 
^'principal error; for, though he has certainly 

" cleared 
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*^ cleared Richard from several of the murders he 
*' has been charged with, there are, notwitbstand- 
^^ ing, others of which it is highly probable that 
'^ he was the author, as Mr. Hume has very 
^^ fully evinced, in a note to the last edition of 
'^ his History of England, and which is given by 
^^ way of answer to the ^ Historic Doubts.' 

^' Mr. Hutton does not follow the steps of Mr. 
" Walpole ; he attempts not entirely to exculpate 
** his * hero' — for so he styles him — but rather 
*' to apologi:^e for his conduct on the plea of 
^^ necessity *, from the force of hit ambition^ 
*^ and from the boldness of his character. 

*^ This endeavour to vindicate the character of 
<^ Richard, by comparing him with others who 
** have been guilty of equal or perhaps of greater 
'^ crimes than himself, will not be very satis&c- 
" tory to the man of reason and virtue. It tends, 
indeed, to the annihilation of every moral and 
religious duty. The Tyrant who, after com- 
mitting three or four murders, sliall stop his 

* ** So spoke the Fiend, and with necessity, 

The Tyrant's plea, excused bis dcvMish deeds/* 

Milton. 
<* hand 
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«« fiMHl, because his cod is fully mmwtred by 
^' them^ is scarcely less m efayect of detastttliali 
^ diaii' be who adds to their nmnber in the pitH 
^ aecation of his ambitious schemes.** 

Monthly IUvi£w. vol. LXXX. p» if4. 



*• The two latest Historians of Richard the 
'^ Third do not concur in their representations of 
** their hero. Mr. Walpole, in his * HistCMic 
*' Doubts/ vindicates him from the deformities 
^' objected both to bis person and mind. Mr. 
'* Hutton aggravates those of the latter ; but ad- 
'^ mits doubts of the former. This eccentric 
•* Writer, whom we have already met with at 
*' Birmingham and London^ finding nobody, in 
^ any age, had described Bosworth Field from 
*' ocular examination, because its geography was 
^ omitted*, and that Mr. Burton, the Leices- 
*^ tershire Antiquary, who owned and resided on 
^^ the next lordship to it, and must have con- 

* See Mr. Robinson's Map, in p. 18S. 

c ^^ versed 
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^^ versed * with many who actually saw the Battle, 
^^ Uh no aniecdotes of it, made several visits to it 
** in the space of eighteen years.** — ^* Mr. Hutton 
*^ has traced' the march of Richard from Notting- 
^' ham, August 16, to his camp at the Brad- 
" shaws on the l8th, and the sites of the camps 
^' of the two competitors, and the two brothers 
'* Stanley ; and, from their contents, calculated the 
'^ number of the respective troops, amounting in 
^' the whole to not quite 30,000 men. He is as 
*^ particular in detailing the Battle as if h^ had 
^* been in it : but, for want of authorities, we 
^^ must take his word for it, for it is impossible 
^' to follow him with other Authors. . Mr. Robin* 
^' son has described the events astronomically , 
'^ Mr. Hutton, topographically, by leading us to 
•* cveiy scene of action.** 

G£NTL£MAN*S MilGAZIKE, Vol. LYHL p. 736. 

* " Mr. Burton was born in 1575, and the battle 
^ was fought in 1485 ; so that a man must have been 
<« 90 to have been bam the year of Bosworth fight, 
^ and 100 to have been ten years old at the time." 

" The 
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^ The Battle of Bosworth Field, as being de« 
'^ cisive of a contest which, during a period of 30 
" years, had deluged England with the blood of 
^' its subjects, is doubtless one of the most memo- 
^' rable events of the kind in this Country. This 
*^ action has accordingly been described by seve- 
\^ ral Writers, but by none so minutely as the 
^' present Author, who is more than an Antiqua- 
'^ rian — ^he is an enthusiast on the subject. Bos- 
'* worth Field appears to be classic ground with 
^^ Mr. Hutton ; and we speak not without suffi- 
^' cient authority when we affirm, that he has 
•* surveyed the favoured object of his researches 
** with an attention, an ardour, and a persever- 
*' ance, never before displayed by any English 
^^ Historian or Antiquary. He informs us that 
** he was interested, even from his childhood, in 
'* this important event ; that he has made seve- 
ral visits, in the space of 18 years, to the Field 
itself, merely for information and inspection ; 
and that he has likewise made many enquiries 
^* into the traditions in the vicinity of Bosworth 
** Field, and found it the most copious source of 
'* intelligence.** Critical Review, LXVI. p. 217. 

^*Mr 
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'' Mr. Hutton*s Battle of Boswortb Field con- 
^' tains f variety of circumstanceb relating to that 
^^ important and decisive events which have been 
^^ unknown to our other Historians and Antiqaa* 
*' ries. His information he has drawn, not ooljr 
^^ from the best remaining Chronicles of the 
^ times^ but from repeated visits to the scenes of 
^*. action, which he has examined with uncom* 
^ mon ardour and attention^ and minute enqui- 
^^ ries into the traditions of its vicinity. This 
^ work is interesting and amusing; and may eon^ 
^^ tribute to thq illustration of this dark period of 
•* English History.'' 

N£w Annual Registsiu 
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"I^RilAlJFtJL ii the fiiufttioh of ^ jj^^di 
*^ plci wheto th4l tnartial fpiriti which 
Ihould only be exerted to i-epcl atl inVader) 
.is difidied agaioft ttfelf^ when iniloi<l ^i 
(bedding the blood of an eokthy^ they (hcd 
their owhi 

The koUte bF Anjod flirhidie<i io ihil 
boUntry^ a numerous race of Kings^ of 
heroes; and of fatages. The princes of 
this hotife, being pofTcflH of abiHties> but 
having ho ideas of right, had the addrefs td 
divide the kingdom, and dirc^ one part to 
butcher ihe othiijr» Bat happy had it beeii 
for the hatldd^ could they hate united^ and 
fcxpelled that neft of vipers, who diffufcd 
iheir poifon^ to the deftrudion of thou-* 
fand$. Something like ihis really happened 
at the exiindtion bf thb Stuart racb. A 
ieffon to future ages. 

\ i The 
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The quarrel between the rofes, is one of 
the mod intereding llories in Hiftory, but 
perhaps none is fo defedively related; and 
the reafon is^ as Sir John Fenn jaftly ob- 
ferves, that the art of printing being newly 
difcovered, people negleded to multiply 
their manufcripts, and being anxious to 
preferve the hiftory of paft times^ forgot 
the prefent. 

. Perfuaded, that the latter part of this im-> 
portant quarrel^ the battle of Bofworth^ is 
fuperficially reprefented^ I have taken fome 
pains in a minute refearch. This little 
work will nearly comprehend the hiftory of 
Richard's (hort reign. 

Whatever omiflions I may be charged 

with, want of affiduity, and enquiry are 

not of the number. My purfuits^ as might 

be expeded, were attended with difficult 

ties 
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tic«. I could not c?en examine the wood 
in Bofworth Field, without being repeatedly 
ict faft in the mire; though poffefled of 
two feet, I could fometime ufc neither. 
If in Icarching the rubbifti of antiquity, I 
found an imaginary prize^ it appeared fo 
cankered with the rufl of time, as to bafHe 
the judgment* I have more than once put 
a whole family into filent amazement, by 
the Angularity of my errand ^ by opening 
a fubjedl, which though conftantly under 
the eye, they had never noticed. I fre- 
quently perceived embarraffment, at being 
unable to give me that information of their 
own premifes, which a fl ranger might rea- 
fonably^expefl 5 and have myfelf flood in 
an awkward light, while I folicited a gentle- 
man to teach me what he had never learnt. 
But if I could not always find an anfwer to 
my enquiries, I always found civility. 

b 4 Authentic 
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Authentic information^ of fo remote a pe« 
riody is procured with as much difficulty^ 
by the antiquary, as water in Arabian de« 
ferts by the traveller. I have treated my 
friend with a letter, and myfelf with a 
journey, yet all the intelligence derived 
from both, has been comprized in fix 
words ; this evinces, that a work, though 
fmall, may be expenfive, and that literary 
emoluments are no part of my purfuit. 



As the life of Richard, prior to his fo- 
vereignty, is but little known, and that 
little to hh difadvantage, I have given a 
(ketch, in an introduftion, chiefly cxtrafted 
from our bed authors, as Hollingfliead, 
Grafton, Buck, Dugdale, Jlapin, Carte^ 
Walpole, Fcnn, &c. Anions bcft ex- 
plain motives. 

THtr 
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iTbe Lite ^/^ Richard the Thirb^ till hi 

afcended the Throne. 

TF w€ flirrcy the houfc of Anjou ^ it will 
"*• be found, one of the moft extraordinaiy 
in hiflory. The females pofleiied thtf 
ipirit of meni the males^ that of heroes: 
as ripe atfifteen» as the generality of youth 
at twenty. Adlive, revengeful^ prolific^ 
and daring I they feldom arrived at old age^ 
but feemed willing to deftroy each other^ 
when fortune negleded to deftroy them« 



All agree that the name of Plantagenei 
fignifie3 a broom^plant; and Buck tells uf 
that Volkf head of the family^ about acen^ 

a tuff 
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tuiy before the conqueft^ was enjoined by 

the priefty as a puniihment for his fins^ to 

* 

lafh himfelf with that weapon, from which 
he acquired its name. 



This felf-afRider furni(hed England with 
feventy-four male defcendants of his own 
name; fourteen of whom were fovereign 
princes, who filled the throne three hun« 
dred and thirty years. Among whom, 
only three lived to old age, 

Henry the Third 

Edward the Firft, and 

Edward the Third 
Five fell by the hand of violence, 

Richard the Firft 

Edward the Second 

Richard the Second 

Edward the Fifth, and 

Richard the Third. 

e Though 
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Though a crown is coveted beyond etcty 
earthly thing, nay, perhaps every heavenly, 
and is fuppofed a remedy for every human 
woe, yet grief fhortened the days of three 
of the Anjovin Kings, 

Henry the Second 

John, and 

Henry the Sixth, — The other three 

Henry the Fourth 

The Fifth, and 

Edward the Fourth, were cut (hort in 
early life. 



If we caft a melancholy eye, for we can 
caft no other, upon the end of this numer* 
ous race, till the extindlion of the name in 
1499, we fhall find, that out of feventy- 
four males. 

Twenty-one died young 
Twenty- four in middle age 

Twenty- 



Tvtrenty^one by Tioleoce^ and 
Only eifht faw old age* 

if a Pkntagetiet ^iraa deftroytd. It ttrai 
generally by the band of ^ Plantagenet j i 
name always honourable^ but frequently 
dangerous « No family ini better ac<^ 
^uainted witli the axej and if they (hewed 
lio mercy to each otheri the ftranger could 
hoi expedl it. They dealt dot deftrudtion 
%ith a favage hand ; hence the nobility and 
gentry fell by multitudes in the tempefli 
of their wrath. 



Many difptltes hate haf!rp4ined fince thtf 
ionqueft, for the pofiefiion of the crown; 
la which, much blood has been fpilt, and 
though right often pleaded, vidtory carried 
iU The firfl dtfpute arofe between thei 
fons of WiUtana the Cosqoercrj the next^ 

between 
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|)etwcen Stephen and Hpnry the Second | 
then between Richard the Second, and 
Iffenry the Fovirtb \ the hoiires of Stuart ancl 
Orange; ^qd ggaia between Stuart and 
Brujifwicki but the paoil terriblp^ was thaf 
^tween th« rofe«. 



Whether the houic p£ York, or that of 
l^ancafter had die beft ri^ht to the crowq, 
T^ill appear by ^c foUowiog uble of (|f« 
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It appears from this pedigree^ that the 
houfe of York could derive no title from 
Edmund, its founder, becaufe he was the 
fourth fon of Edward the Third. That 
of Lancafter was equally excluded, becaufe 
John of Gaunt, the head, was but the third 
fon, therefore the right was veiled in 
Lionel the fecond, after the heirs of the 
Black Prince failed; and as the Duke of 
York married Ann, the heirefs of Lionel, 
the folc right of dcfccnt muft have been 
Vcfted in her iffue, which was Richard 
Duke of York. A powerful argument in 
favour of the Lancaflrian family was, their 
long pofleflion of the crown, which, it was 
pleaded gave a prefcriptive right. But this is 
a dangerous dodlrine; power may prefervd 
that poflcflion which juftice cannot ratify. 
I have obferved, upon another occafion, that 
^^ whatever, is wrong in the beginning, is 

•* difficult 
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^ difficult for time to fet right. If a maqi 
^^ ftcals a guinea^ it is no more his owo^ 
^ after keeping it twenty years, t;Jian it waa 
*^ the firft day,"* 

The higher a man is elevated, the more 
ijifficult to keep his ftation. Richard the 
Second was too giddy to keep hisi which^ 
llenry the Fourth, a perfon of fuperior 
talents obferving* dragged him from his 
throne, which he mounted himfelf. Pof« 
^flion was kept in his ffi^mily during three 
generations, when bis grandfon, Henry the 
Sixth, a prince much weaker than Richard, 
was expe^ed by the powerful Duke q{ 
York, the legal heir, a ipan w^U able tp 
f ondud a kingdom. 



Richard Plantagenet, afterwards Richard 
fhe Thirdi w^ tl)e youp^cft of eight fens 

of 
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6f the laft mentioned Duke of York, by 
Cicely, filler to Richard Neville, Earl of 
Salifbury, and aunt to the great Earl of 
Warwick. He was born on Monday, 
Odlober 2, 1452, at Fothcringay, in 
Northamptonfhire. But little is recorded 
of his childhood, neither can childhood 
produce much to record. I (hall omit as 
idle tales, the difficulty of his birth, his 
being amputated from his mother, his de- 
formity, his favage teeth, and his wi« 
theredarm, as beneath the notice of hiftory. 
His infancy was fpent in his father's houfe, 
where he cuckt his ball, and (hoot his taw, 
with the fame delight as other lads. 



His father was killed at Wakefield in 
1460, Richard being feven years old. His 
mother fent him, and his brother George, 
to Utrecht for fecurity and improvement, 

b under 
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under the care of Phillip Duke of Burgundy, 
while their brother Edward, cleared his 
way to the throne by the fword. 



Edward, having fubdued his enemies, and 
afcended the regal feat, fent for his brothers, 
after an abfence of fix months, and initiated 
them into the ufe of arms, as an additional 
Arength to his houfe. He created George 
Duke of Clarence, and Earl of Richmond, 
to eclipfe the title of Henry Tudor, and 
Richard Duke of Gloucefler, and Earl of 
Carlifle. 



There arc three incidents in the Englifh 
annals, which furnifhed the fovereign with 
immenfe property. The feizure of moft 
of the lands in the kingdom, by William 
the Conqueror, after the battle of Haftings; 
the afTumption of religious donations, by 

Henry 
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Henry the Eighth, aod the prodigious 
number of eftates, alternately feized by the 
Tidor, in the conteft between the rofei. 
Property was continually changing its 
owner, according to the vidorious fword. 
This filed the hands of the fovereign with 
riches^ and enabled him to gratify his adhe^* 
rents. To fupport Richard's ducal charac* 
ter, Edward gave him the fee farm of 

Gloiicefleo with the manors of 
Kingflone Lacy, in Dorfetfhire 

Richmond in York(hire 

Chipping Norton in Oxfordihire. 

Sarton 

Great Camps 

Abiton Magna and 

Swaffbam, in Kent 

Polenthorn 

Pcnhall 

Tremarket 

b 2 Trevalin 
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Trcvalin 

Argelles 

Trcwinion, and 

Droimgolan, in Cornwall 

Overhall 

Netherhall 

Aldham 

Preftott 

Pendham, and 

Cokefield, in SuflToIk. The Caftka^ 

and Manors of 
Henham 
Elham Parva 
Vaur 
Bumded 
Helion 
Canfield Magn? 

■ 

Sunfted Monfitchet 
Bumfled upon Terrens 
Earrs Calne 



* • t t 
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Crepping 
Bentleigh Magna 
Craftwich 
Fingrithe 
Doddinghurft 
Prcyercs 
Bower Hall 
Creye8 
Efton Hall 
Cileby 
Beamond 

Downbam, ■■ ■ with 
KeniingtOQy and 
Walehurfty in Middlefex* 
Calverton, in Bedford(hire, 
Milton» and 

Pafton» in Northamptonfliire^ 
Market Overton^ in Rutlandihire, 
Flete, and 

Battlefmere, in Kent« All which 

b 3 were 
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were part of the cftatc of John de Vcr« 
Earl of Oxford, attainted. He alfo confli- 
tuted Richard Lord High Admiral of £ngr 
land, Conftable of Corf caftle, anfl keeper 
of the forefts in Eflex. 



The fagacious Edward propofed three ad- 

» 

vantages to himfelf by fo liberal a bcqueft. 
Though this vaft property was nominally 
Richard's, yet Edward would reap the pro- 
fits during his minority* By parting with 
it, he would prevent the folicitation of 
pthers* He well knew, while a king, had 
any thing to give, he would never Want beg- 
gars, and it would be dif^cult to. deny, 

even a beggar who had ferved hii9# . He 
early faw iniRicharda leading capacityi and 
^ riiing fpirit; he wjihed to prqmqtc his 
own intcreft by encouraging both; but 
alas, ^e cherished a viper ip hjs ^qfom; 

they 



r . ' *^!* • 
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they proved in the end, the deftrudion of 
his family. 

Three years after^ in 1464^ Richard 
being twelve years of age^ received a grant 
of all the fdJklcs^ lordfhips, and lands, in 
England and Wales^ late the property of 
Henry de Beaufort Duke x)f Somerfet^ pa* 
tprnal anceller to the prefent Duke of Beau- 
fort, who having fled at the Battle of Tow- 
ton, and, being tired with the Jife of an 
exile, threw himfelf at Edwrrd's feet, and 
obtained a pardon. Hp afterwards com* 
manded the Lancaflrian army at Hexham, 
were he was taken by the Marquis of Mon* 
tague, inftantly beheaded, attainted, and 
his eftate confifcatcd. 

The intereO: of the houfe of Lancafter 
was, by that victory, for the prefent annihi- 

b 4 lated. 
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lated, and the court of Edward enjoyed 
peace about five years. In 1468, Richard 
drawing towards fixteen, received a grant of 
the manor of Farelcy in Somerfetfliire ; 
Haighetfbury, and Cofent in Wilts, with 
many other lordfliips, late part of the eftate 
of Robert Lord Hungerford, attaint^ 
ed, likcwife, the town of Bodminfter, 
in Gloucefterfliirc, with its dependencies, 
and all other lands in England, belonging 
to Alianore Duchefs of Somerfet, widow 
of the late Duke, held in dower, which 
cfcheated to the crown at her death. 



The next year 1469, Richard was made 
Conftable of England, Juftice of North 
and South Wales, and, in 1470, warden of 
the weft marihes of Scotland. Thus he 

wai early taught to rife, who in a few years 

after 
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after was able to teach himfelf. Had Edward 
kept him in a dependent (late, his wiihes 
would not have foared fo high as his prefent 
attainments; bat being brought near a king^ 
he found means to be altogether one* The 
mind cannot be falisfied; he who has no- 
thing, longs for a little, and, to poflefs 
much, only opens a wifli for more. 



We are now to diiplay another fcene, 
wherein the Lancaftrian interejfl, aided by the 
powerful Earl of Warwick, grew terrible to 
the hbufe of York, /hook Edward's throne, 
and occafioned his fall. A proud noble- 
man, armed with power, has often hum- 
bled the crown, but in no inflance equal 
to this. Warwick had placed Edward 
upon the throne, was his principal fupport, 
but taking umbrage at his conduct, forfook 
him, became his inveterate enemy, and 

undcrtoook 
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undertook the caufe of Henry the Sixth, 
which he ably conduced. He not only 
drew his friends after him, but had the 
addrefs even to draw the king's brother, 
Clarence ; by a bold ftroke he drove Ed- 
ward from the helm, and, by a bolder, took 
him prifoner. Edward in profperity loft 
his prudence, but never in adverfity. By 
a well laid plan he gained one of the great- 
eft blefHngs upon earth, his liberty; and 
with a very few friends retreated to the 
Continent, under the wing of the duke of 
Burgundy, taking with him Richard Duke 
of Glouceftcr, then fcvcntecn. And now, 
the Lancaftrian party, with Margaret at 
the head, triumphed in a flood of fucceft 
and of Ijlood. 



Edward became an humble folicitor to 
Burgundy, for aid,toprofecute his fortune, 

ftnd 
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and after an abfence of feven months^ re« 
turned with the afliftance of the Dukot 
marched to London, augmented his forces, 
and went in queft of the enemy. 

Warwick, ready to meet him, marched 
from .St, Alban^s and^pitchcd his camp, 
on Gladmore Heath, a mile north of Barnet. 
|Ed ward, marched frooi London, entered the 
town in the evening, where his people 
were much inclined to ftay and refrefh, 
which he would not fuffer, but ordered 
pvery man away to the heath. Both armies 
approached the field the night preceding 
the adtion. Edwjird's came laft. Through 
the darknefs of the night, be could not dif- 
cover the enemy, but by miflake, pitched 
|iis camp rather aflant, than oppofitc War- 
wick's. He enjoined filcnce; and forti- 
^cd |;il§ c^inp as yrell a? time would allovv; 

to 
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to prevent a furprize. Both armies had 
artillery^ but Warwick'sexceeded Edward's; 
Warwick played upon the royal army 
during the whole nighty but did little or 
no execution, for Edward lying nearer than 
was fuppofed, the {hot flew over him. 
Each army confided of about lOyOoo. 



At break of day, Eafter Sunday, April 14, 
1471, Edward founded his trumpets to 
arms, and Warwick drew up in order of 

« 

battle; but a fog was fo thick, that neither 
party difcovered the other. Warwick gave 
the command of the right wing to his bro- 
ther, John Neville, Marquis of Montague, 
who had won the battle of Hexham, but 
fince, changed fides. John dc Vere Earl^f 
Oxford, aflift^d by John Holland, Duke of 
Exeter, who had married Edward's fifter, 
commanded thejeft. The centre were ar- 

chersi 
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chcrs,' under Edmund Beaufort Duke of 
Somcrfct, brother to the late Duke. War- 
wick himfelf cottduded the rear. 



The w^hole Tan of Edward's army was 
commanded by Richard Duke of Gloucefter^ 
a lad of eighteen; which proves Edward's 
high opinion of his talents^ and confidence 
in his fidelity. Probably Richard's courage 
and inclination for the fervice, induced him 
to folicit for this dangerous poft. Edward^ 
afiifted by the Duke of Clarence^ whom he 
had recovered back from Warwick, com- 
manded the fecond line, in which he placed 
King Henry, having brought him out of the 
Tower to be fhot at. Lord Haftings Ted the 
rea^. Exclufive of thefe three lines, Ed- 
ward had a corps of refcrve, for occafional 

tife^ which proved of great fcrvice. 

Edward 
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Edvrard and Warwick eocouraged thetf 
men with all the eloquence th^ were maf* 
ters of^ and each^ as ufual^ pleaded the 
juftice of his caufe^ the protedion of the 
Almighty, and dealt out abufe againft his 
antagonift. 



The thicknefs of the mid caufed another 
miftake, in preventing the armies from 
being drawn up face to face. Warwick's 
left extended towards the eaft^ and far out* 
flanked Edward's right, while his left as 
far overihot Warwick's right. 



Soon after the battle began, a fmall part 

of Edward*s right, being overpowered by 

Oxford, fled to London, and declared, 

vidory was decided for Warwick. The 

fame fog which had deceived the two armies 

continued 
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continued to deceive^ Edward's badge be- 
* ing a fun^ and Oxford's a flar, both with 
rays, Oxford's miflook their own people 
for Edward' s, and fell upon them^ when 
Oxford cried out *^ Treafon" and fled with 
800 men. This diiafter did not encourage 
one party^ nor difhearten the other^ becaufc 
neither were able to fee it for the mift. 
The King's people on the wed out flanking 
Warwick^ became in turn fuccefsful, and 
routed the enemies right. 



The contefl had continued till near noon; 
rather in favour of Edward^ which the 
Earl of Warwick obferving, and remem- 
bering his character in the world as a hero, 
and being unwilling to lofe his power of 
making kings, bravely exerted himfelf, 
and encouraged others, till the battle be- 
came more fierce, and the viftory doubtful. 

Edward 
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Edwardy as t&itaft bcdd effort^ brought up 
Iiis referve* This no way difmayed the 
Earl, who ftill encouraged his people by 
telling them **it was the laft refort of an 
" ufiirper;* Bat Richard DnkcofGloa- 
cefter Who commanded Edward's van, bore 
down all before him. It is difficult td 
withftand a man who is determined nothing 
(hall withftand him. Warwick, inflamed, 
attempted to do bimfelfy what his men were 
unable. He fought on foot, contrary to his 
ufual praftice, and in his ardour for con- 
queft, cut his way into the midft of his 
enemies, forgetting that he was venturing 
into the jaws of a boar^ furrounded by 
Richard's people, and his own being too 
much di (heartened to effeft his relief, he 
fell a vidtim to their fury. The Marquis 
of Montague, though fuppofcd a friend to 
Edward, could not bear to fee a brother in 
^ I diftrefs, 
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and in attempting to fupport him^ 
fell himfelf. Hert oppofitlon eeaftd. 



Thus it appeaiH, when Bdward eom« 
tnitted fo important a truft to his brother: 
Richard, |t was not an error of judgmen t'l 
nor does Clarence feem to have taken um« 
brage, at being ordered to the centre, while 
his younger brother commanded the van. 
The infant fword of Richard had now efl:a« 
blifhed th4t chara^r for bravery, which 
time cannot efface. John Milwater, and 
Thomas a Par, two of his fquires, were 
ilain at his feet. 



There fell on the King's fide, the Lords 
Cromwell, Say, and Pentoife, with many 
Knights, 'Squires, and Gentlemen. None 
of the nobility were flain in the Lancaftrian 
intereft except the two brothers. The 

c Duke 
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Duke of Exeter was defperateiy wounded. 
Somerfet and Oxford, attempted to retreat 
into Scotland^ but altering their defign, 
turned towards the left^ and marched into 
Wales^ to join Jafper Earl of Pembroke, 
and the King marched in triumph to Lon- 
don. 



An Obelifk was ereded by Sir Jeromy 
Sambroke, upon Gladmore Heath, in 2740 
to commemorate the battle, with this in« 
fcription : 



Here 
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Here was 

Fought the 

Famous BATTLE 

Between EDWARD 

the IVth and the 

Earl of WARWICK, 

Anno i47i» 

^ 

In which the Earl 

was defeated 

and ilain* 

The keeper at the Red Cow, near the 
Obelifk, has preferv^^d a ball, a pound and a 
half weight, which he dug out of the 
ground. 

Though kichardy for the firfl time, had 
drawn a vi£torious fword, he was not yet to 
iheath it. News was brought to Edward 
on Eafter-Tucfday, that Margaret> with her 

c 2 fon. 
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fon, had landed the day of the battle^ at 
Weymouth. Edward ftaid but four days 
in London^ before he went again with his 
army, in queft of an enemy. The two 
antagonifts met at Tewkefbiiry» May the 
fourth, only twenty days after the battle of 
Barnet. 



Edward^ as before^ marfhalled his troops 
in three divifions. Over the firft^ he ap* 
pointed his brother^ the vidtorious Duke of 
Gloucefter, took the center himfelf, and 
gave Lord Haftings the third. Approach* 
Ing the enemy^ he perceived they, were en- 
trenched^ and could not be attacked, but 
at a manifeft difadvantage. The Queen's 
army was drawn up in three lines $ the firfl: 
was commanded by the Dake of Someriet* 
who fled from Barnet, aflifted by his bro- 
ther. Lord John Beaufort. The fecond, by 
5 the 
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the Prince of Wales, affifted by Lord 
Wenlock; and the third t^ Courtney, Earl 
of Dcvonftiire* 



Edward was provoked becaufe he could 
not join battle with the enemy, therefore 
ordered his artillery to open, which did 
fome execution, while Richard continued 
a brifk difcharge of arrows. Semeriet ia 
return, played his artillery and fmall arms 
with efFeft, and now might fee feen two ar- 
mies brifkly fighting, with a trench be* 
tween them, Somerfet's artillery was in* 
feiior t€ the King's, for the latter had re- 
cruited his at Barnet. 



As the Duke of Gloucefter was not able 
to reach them with his fword, he was de- 
termined to reach them with his policy. 

• > 

Knowing the impetuous . temper of the 

c 3 Dukt 
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Duke of Somerfet* he feigned himfelf 
worfted, and, with his van recoiled, as if 
retreating through fear. This decoy ha4 
the defired effc&. Somerfet left the in-> 
trcnchment» expeding the Prince and 
Wenlock to follow* and fupport him^. but 
neither pioved. Richard having drawn 
hiqi from his ftrong hold, faced about* 
and began the aKack with double fury, 
forced hiin back up the h|llf but he could 
not eafily regain the encampment* As 
Edward approached the Queen's troops, he 
0bferve4 4 p^rk fuU of timber on their 
right, 9nd fearing an ao^bufcade, detached 
^00 fpear*men a quarter of a mile to the 
left to attack them; but if there were none, 
|o employ themfel ves as occ^fion Hiould ferve* 
jFiuding DP enpmy in ambu(h, they re« 
turned a( the veiy inftant Richard wa^ fac*? 
IP| about, and ^*oined him, The violent 

^omerfef 
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Somerfet feeing all was loft, and being in 
a rage at not being feconded, rode up to 
Lord Wenlock, upbraided him for a trai- 
tor, and at one ftrokc with his battle-axe; 
da(hed out his brains. The Duke of 
Cloucefter followed his blow with fpirit, 
entered the trench with Somerfet, and his 
followers, when a dreadful carnage enfued« 
Little oppoiition feems to have been made, 
pr intended. The appearance of Richard 
parripd terror. While fome were running, 
pthers wer? flayiog* Unfortunately they 
had to pafs a narrow bridge at a mill, near 
the t^wns here many fell by the fword, and 
others were drowned. Of that part who 
arrived at Tewkelbury, fome^ fheltered in 
the church, fome in the abbey. The ill-^ 
fated Edward, Prioce of Wales, was takea 
in his retreat to the town, by Sir Richard 
Crofts, and clofely detained. The King 

c 4 iffued 
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iffixcd' t proclacnition that *^ Whoevtr 
** fhould bring in the Prince, alive or dead^ 
^^ ibould have a hundred a year for life, an4 
•• the Printe if alite befparcd." Upoh which 
Sir Richard delivered him upi a fine figure 
of teighteieii* But of Edward'e broken 
proimfib^ and the Priftcfe^s fatCi I have givea 
an account, page t6i« This tiinhappy bud 
ef royalty, cOt ufffrotn tbe ancient ftem of 
the Plantagenet6> in the spring of c^iAence, 
had m) ^reiAtfr A!HIfe^al Ibonovrfi ^aid himi 
^an btikig^t'owalnto alafge hole» in thf 
ilioflaftry of Tewhe(bury» to ferment an4 

wi^ the bodies of comnit^ foKJi^rs, 



Herb fell L#ord John ^ufort, Thoniai 

Cobrtn^ Earl of Devonftfite, l<ord Wen-* 

lock, Sir John Dtlif^e&, Sit Edvrard Hamp* 

dtfn. Sir Robert WilHngtoh, Sir John 

Lucknor, Sir WiHFjMJ Vm, Sit Nicholae 

Harvey, 



^■M 
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Hamy, Sir William Fidding, Sir Wil- 
liam Lurmouth, Sir John Urman, Sir 
Thomas Seymour, Sir William Roufc, and 
Sir Thomas Harvey. 



Among dM officers who took (belter in 
the church, were Edmund Beaufort Duke 
of Sooierfet, John Strother, Lord Prior 
of St. John's, Sir Humphry Audley, Sir 
Gervis Clifton, Sir William Grimefby, 
Sir William Carey, Sir Henry Rofe, Sir 
Thomas Trefham, Sir William Newbo* 
rough, Henry Trefliam, Walter Courtney, 
John Florry, Lewis Miles, Robert Jack- 
fon, John Gower, fword bearer to the 
Prince, and ancellor to the pfefeht Marquis 
of Stafford, and James Delves, All thefc 
might have efcapcd, but Edward promifcd 
a pardon, upon v^diich ffhey relied. But 
the event of this 'fbcDnd promife/ and dicir 

* dreadful 
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dreadful cataftropby, I have mentioned, 

Edward, during the laft nine inontht» 
had experienced a flrange viciflitude of 
fortune. From a powerful monarch, he 
bad been ftript of his regal honours, be- 
come a defolate wanderer, a prifoner in 
one place, and his family in another; his 
life in conftant jeopardy, and himfelf a 
beggar. He declared, be had loft every 
idea of a future crown, and only wiflied 
to recover his family inheritance. We be* 
bold him again, with the aid of Burgundy, 

rapidly riiiqg to power, taking King Hen- 
ry prifoner, and, by the afiiflance of the 
Puke of Gloucefter, gaining two import-, 
ant battles, entirely fubduing the houfe of 
Lancafter, fo that it made little or no efforts 
for power» during the remainder of his 

reign. 
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relgn^ We further behold him, and that 
with a figh> glutting his revenge with 
blood. Provoked at being difturbed after 
a peaceable poiTeflion of the crown for ten 
years, he ilaughtered his enemies without 
mercy, mangled their bodies, and hung 
them up in the highways, to the aoQoy* 
ance of travellers. Gloucefter did no| 
foften the barbarous fpirit of his bfothec, 
favage. 



After the battle of Tewkefbury, Edward 
had'reafon to eifpfO: sl quiet enjojrmentof 
the throne, but he had fcarcely returned 
from the field, when the baftard of Faul« 
conbridge, allied tp the Nevijle family, 
raifed a CQmmotion io Hampfhire, The 
victorious Richard was fent againft him in 
September, came up with> and defeated 
him at Southampton^ took him prifoncrA 

and 
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aod ieot him to Middleham caftle, where 
he was beheaded. 



There are but few inftances upon record, 
of a military charader, rifing to fame with 
the rapidity of Richard's. Though in law, 
an infant, in the field an hero. He had 
fought two battles in three weeks, com^ 
manded the van of both, was greatly in-, 
ilrumental in gaining that of Barnet, and 
compleatly won that of Tewkcfbury, This 
gave him confequence iii Bdward's court, 
and, what was much to his honour, he 
j^oifefled that confequence without its airs« 

Edward had given Richard much, but 
not more than "he defcrved. In confidcr- 
ation of his merit, he made him Lord 
Chanlberlain of IBngland, and granted him 
the toaoort of Middleham, and ShcrifF- 

Hutton, 



INTRODUCTION. «l4 

HuUotit io York(hire» Peorith, ia Cam* 
berland^ and part of the lord(hip8» i|aaorSt 
and landst belonging to the Earl of ^ar« 
Vick^ flain at Barnet} alio the eftatea of 
Lewis Fitz^^John, Robert Harlfton, Sit 
Thomas Ditnock^ Sir Thomas de la 
Loundsj John Truthale^ John Darcy, and 
the large eflate of the Marquis of Mon^ 
taguc. 



Richard now at eale, with his fword 
laid down, was not infeniible of the charms 
of the fair. Two or three natucal childrea 
were the coofe^^uence of this lAtcrcoarfi^ 
bi>t weai« not told by what ladies* 



We Aiall now, in 14759 behold bimio 
another lights a light in which he is feldom 
placed by the hiftoriao, ia love. Th^ 
ibfteft and the moft amiable paffion pf t)9 

human 
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fiaman hea^t, it never afcribed to Richard* 
It w^^^thought by hk enemies, if they 
th<Hight at all, that the tender feelings of a 
lover, could never enter the bread of a mon«» 
fter. But Richard's difpofition was in 
^ery refped, like that of other men, 
two qualities excepted. Bravery and jim^ 
bition. In thefe he exceeded the run of 
mankind. The great Earl of Warwick 
had two daughters, Ifabel, and Ann, which 
laft. Buck calls ** the better woman," but 

does not fay why. When the Earl had 
perfuaded the weak Clarence to defert his 
brolSier's intereft, and fly to the Continent, 
he united him to his own, by giving him 
Ifabel in marriage, and promifing half his 
fortune. Edward Prince of Wales, foon 
after, married the other. Ann, becoming 
a widow, by the murder of the Prince at 
Tewkefbury, and Richard ftruck with her 

beauty. 
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beauty, paid his addreflcs ; Clarence, like 
many of the Plantagencts, hafing n| ideal 
of juftice, had fdzed the whole fortune, 
which he refufed to refund, but exerted 
every effort in his power to prevent the 
match. This caufed a violent quarrel be-> 
tween the two brothers. Clarence fearing 
Richard would be two powerful, for he 
who 18 right, has many advantages over him 
who is wrong, conveyed the lady away, 
and hid her fo privately that (he could not 
be found. The gallant Richard, with the 
eyes of Argus, the diligence of Jafon, and 
the aiiiftance of love, like a faithful knight, 
and true to his injured miftrefs, neither 
gave himfelf or others reft in the purfuit. 
After many adventures he difcovered her, 
fecreted in an obfcure place in London, 
difguifed like a fervant girl; nay, in the 
j^eranged drefs of a cook maid* Xike the 

I ancient 
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iocient kiM^hts of roaMncet he dieUvtrc^ 
iJie Mf Itdj (rqm f»ptivity» tad c»rrted 
lieraway in triumph. For £tcurity he con* 
teyed her to the ianQuary in St. Martin's* 
le-gnnd, and foon after led her to the tem* 
pie of hymen* ... 

The obftinate Clarence iiiU refolviog to 
bold the fortune, the quarrel became feri^ 
ou$ I Ed ward, to prevent the conreqoenctt^ 
called a parliament, caufed the affair to be 
difi:ttfled by the privy counciU and under** 
took himJGblf to be arbitrator. He awarded 
a portion of the lands to Gloucefler^ tbs 
tefidiie to Clarence* and procured a ratifi<* 
cation from the two houfes. The amiable 
Counted of Warwick* mother to the young 
ladies, gave up her dowry to eflabli(h peace in 
her family. The flighteft knowledge in the 
laws of equity, will convince us that jufticc 

was 
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Wis on the fideof Richard. If the ladies wst9 
joint heirefl^^ they were each entitlfd to & 
joint (hare; befides^ Warwick*^ ptomifc of 
half^ might have convinced CUtrence^ heh^d 
no right to more> Whether the two brp^ 
thers were ever cordial friends is doubtfult 



By Richard's marriage with the Lady 
Ann Neville, he had one fon, Edward, horni 
in 1474^ who died at the age of ten^ on« 
year before his father. She has been vehe**- 
tnently accofed for' marrying the murderer 
of her hulband, confequently, in all her 
«l9id:ions, tinpitied% But this cenfure did 
not arife in her Hfe-time, nor till the Tu« 
dors had degraded Richard below cveiy 
degree of truths, 

A quarrel happening between the French 
King, and the Duke of Burgui|dy» who 

d had 
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had married Edward's fifter^ and the Duke 
feario§rhimfelf too weak to cope vtrith to 
able an adverfary^ folicited Edward's aflift- 
ance. Though the Kiog^ towards the cloie 
of a (hort life, was become corpulent, and 
courted eafe, yet, being under obligations 
to the Duke, for fiiccouringhimin diftrefs, 
and being willing to reduce the power of 
France, he readily adopted the meafure. 
It had long been a pra&ice of the Engli/h 
fovereigns, to catch at every pretext to fleece 
their fubjedts. Edward feized this. He 
was fond of luxury; always poor, nor is it 
a wonder, for he frequently feafted th^ 
city of London, an expence fufficient to 
impoverifli a richer monarch; but this 
faihion, like others, has undergone fomc 
alteration; whether our modern fovereigns 
arc more proud, or more frugal^ or whether 
the corporatioo of London has loft its con- 
I fequence. 
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fequcnce^ I leave to others, but their high- 
eft entertainment now, at the King^s board, 
is only to fip a little caudle at a go&ping. 
Edward found means to draw confiderable 
fums from. his people^ which he called a 
benevolence, though fome people thought 
the name mifapplied; Holling(hed ^ives 
us a fpecimen of his manner. He fent, 

■ • 

among others, for an old rich widow, and 
afked her, with a fmile, what (he would 
give towards the profecution of the war ? 
the lady^ ftruck with his beauty, ^^ for 
«* thy lovely face,'* fays (he, ^' thou fhajt 
" have twenty pounds/' This being twice 
as much as the King expeded, he gave her 
thanks and a kifs. Perhaps a kifs of any 
fort had not come ndar her lips for many 
years, but (he was fo delighted with a royal 
one, that (he doubled her offer, and gave 

4 

him forty* 

d % Nearly 
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Nearly all the nobility attended the King 
in this expedition, many of them holding 
eflat^s by military tenure. By an indenture 
of 1 474, which conveyed feverat lord(hips 
to the Duke of Gloucefter, he was to /ervd 
the King bis brother, in the wirs of France 
and Normandy, and find at his own ex- 
pence, one hundred and twenty men at 
arms, nineteen of which were to be Knights, 
and a thoufand archers. 



Edwifd raifed by his fro\^fis, his fmites, 
4fid his kifles, the flneft army that had 
been feeh in England for fome time; we 
arc not told their number, but I judge near 
36,000, afid Jed them in pcrfofl to France. 
Their rich dfefles aftd trappirtgs, indicated 
bftentation more than fighting. Whether 
"^dWard nfieant * any thing bcfides pa- 
rade, is uncertain, for Burgundy itid he 

quarrelled 
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quarrelled fts Soon as they met* The 
French J^'mg» terrified at Edward's ^lant 
army, oiQfered him terms, which jpronioted 
an agreement. 



Some of the principle officers^ with 
Oloucefter at their head^ who wished to 
profit by the war» loudly remonilrated 
againft the peace. •' We havp ,gaii)e(l no- 
^' thing," fays the Puke ** for ajl our la- 
** hour and expcnce but fliame*' IJe after- 
wards paid a vifit to the King qf France^ 
who, knowing his greajt credit jyith {lis 
brother, treated him with the utmofl: civi- 
lity. The unfuUied army reti^urned to£ng- 
land, with a lofs of reputation, but pQt of 
blood. 



Richard being governor of jthe nor.th?rji 
marches, his refidehcc was ^t ^heriff-^Hiit- 

d 3 ton. 
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ton, in Yorklhire^ and fometimes at Not? 
tingham caftlc. Wc have in the former part 
of his lifCf beheld a war-like charadler, 
but in this we (hall contemplate an amiable 
one. The terror of his name prevented 
northern inroads. AH was quiet during 
his adminiftration. He diftributed juftice 
(o thofe who wanted it^ and civility to all. 
By his moderation and probity^ he conci- 
liated the affedions of the inhabitants. 

His credit rofe to that elevation, and (hone 

^ • • • 

with that fplendour^ as not to fet for many 
vears after his death. 

He had now gone through about twenty* 

five years^ without a fpot. As a legifla- 

tor he rivalled the fages of antiquity; as a 

warrior, even without the adiflance of any 

heavenly goddefs, he equalled the Trojan 

Jierpes* |Iad fome future crimes been 

avoidec) 
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avoided/ and, had not his charader fallen 
into the hands of the Tudors, who multi-* 
plied thofe crimes, and blew all up into mag- 
nitude, he would have flood one of the firft 
candidates for fame. 



Perhaps about this time 14771 we may 
fairly date the rife of his ambition, the 
time in which he firft raifed his ideas to 
royalty. He had been taught to rule ; was 

ft 

well qualified; power was bewitching; 
the crown had a dazzling luftre; he had 
ifiTue, and he wiihed to fix it in his family. 
The unhappy difference between Edward 
and his brother Clarence, gave Richard 
the firft opening. There is too much 
reafoQ to think he artfully fomented the 
quarreh But this point, lik^ that of 
fixing upon the perpetrator of a private 
murder, may be believed eafier than proved. 

d 4 Thui 
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''Tiius OMicb is evident, Clarence's fvxlH 
ivere rather fooUih than vicious. He had 
<kunnotitted no criiae worthy of death* Ed<» 
ward Vvas fboDgfy perius^ed to cut him o^ 
but did not want much perfuafions to have 
faved him. We are not only to blame if* 
We commit a crimen but even if we do not 
prevent one» when in our power. Rich^ 
ftrd flood high with his fovereign4 He 
might have been grutified with any h- 
Vour for afking. One word would have 
faved Clarence* He did not utter that 
W0fd4 



Clarence left two innocent orphans^ 

An ad of attainter immediately paffed^ to 

corrupt their bloodi and fei2;e their pro« 

perty. This unjuft aft could not originate 

from Edward } he had nothing to fear from 

younger branches j nay, they might rather 

be 



INTRODUCTION. 



1^ 






l>e future fupports to his family. It could 
Aot originate from the two houfes ; they 
i^ere no more than fpaniels who fetched 
and carried at the command of the crown* 
Richard muft have been the author^ becaufe 
no man living could derive the lead ^nefit 
but himfelf ; befides, it was part of a con« 
fiftent plan* There were two families be<« 
tween him and a fceptre^ thofe of his two 
brothers ; He had now diipofed of one, 

ft, 
Clarence^ no doubt» had entertained 

fome diilant hopes of a crown j this appears 

from two incidents ; his bluftering words, 

tending to baftardiise his brother, which 

could only be meant to make t way for 

himfelfi and, his agreement with the Lan- 

caftrian party, when he left Edward to 

join them. Henry the Sixth, and his iflue, 

lirere to fway the fceptre, and upon failure, 

Clarence 
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Clarence^ and his. This proves that Cla« 
rence had proceeded beyond his right; and 
the man who will take a little of another's^ 
will take more if not prevented. Thus we 
find three brothers anxious to fill that throne 
whicl^ wopld hold but one. There was, 
however^ nothing to fear from Clarence, 
he w^s top weak a man to carry any point. 



In the wars between England and France, 
the French generally fpurred on the Scots 
to break through all treaties with the En* 
gli(bt and piake inroads upon the marches^ 
The French, Septs, and Weigh, rarely quar- 
relled with each other, but if England differr 
^d with any one of the tbrec» the others, if 
able, were ready to aifift againft her. The 
Pi£ts wall, ftands a lading monument of 
thofe barbarous ages; when even in times of 
peace, all iptcrcourfc W9s prohibited be- 
tween 
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tween the two nations. We cannot view 
this ftupendiQus work^ without drawing 
^ comparifon between ancient and modern 
civilization. It was formerly death for 
a man of either nation tot pais this abfard 
boundary, but now, that friendly in tercourfe 
is open which ought ever to fubiifl between 
neighbouring beings of the fame fpecies. I 
have contemplated, while (landing upon the 
verge of OiFa's dyke, that the ground on 
irach fide was the fame; the country and prof- 
peds the fame, that the a£t of moving 
the diftance of ten yards, could injure no 
man, nor make a difference in fituation, 
vet it was once lawful, had I paifed this 
ihort, and innocent fpace, to have knocked 
me on the head. As the ground is com* 
mon, every one has a right to ufe it, why 
then fhould it be death to the man who 
freads it ? The gentleil founds that onee 
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pafled this fatal barrier were Dim Sa/mag^ 
And Dim cum reag, but now^ the refidents 
oa cither bank, live as intimately together, 
*«s in any part of the ifland; and I can tra«- 
Tcl widi as much pleafure and fafety 
through Wales, and meet with as friendly 
a reception, SlS at home. I can view the 
grandeur of her mountains without any 
fear, except that of falling from them. 

Whether a coat, or a peace, be (lightly 
patched up, it will quickly come to pieces. 
Lewis and Edward foon difagreed, and the 
J^rench King eafily prevailed upon James 
the Third, King of Scotland, to make a 
defcent upon the borders; which he 
ravaged without mercy, before Edward 
could form an army. When a King Is not 
prepared for battle; he attempts to negoci- 
ate. Arbitrators were chofen, by the 

2 French 
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French and Engliih for (hat purpoib. The 
Duke of Oloucefter was onc^ and after the 
ufual time of conferring, produced the 
peace of a day. Treaties between Prince* 
continue, while it is their mtereft* 



1 



Edward having filenced his French mtu 
gonift, turned his eye towards Scotland; 
but the Scots had made fuch devaftations^ 
(hat forage was not to be found to fubfi/l aa 
army in its march to the North. Richard 
therefore procured a commiffion, from th^ 
crown to purchaie 

J 000 quarters of Wheat 

lOQO do. of Barley 

looo dotf of Rye 

looo do. of Oiats 

1000 do. of Moncorn 

looo do. of Beans, and 

looo do. of Peafe 

With 
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With this fupply he replenifhed tht^ 
inarches for the reception of the military^ 
Nor did Richard make any private emolu^ 
QiCDit by this ilatc purchafe; Royalty w^s 
what he coveted, not money. But his de- 
pendants knew how to reap the profits of 
thecontrad:. . . 



Scotland was in confufion. Her King 
fras weak, and the people difTatisfied. H< 
had two brothers* One he had bled to 
death, the other imprifaned. . The living 
brother, Alexander, cfcaped froni confine- 
ment, and fled to England, under the pro- 
tcdlion of Edward. Thefe two entered 
into a treaty for which they both defer ved 
punifliment. Edwafd was to difpofTcfs 
James of the throne; and place Alexander 
upon it, who was to do homage for his 
kingdom, to Edward; to break the truce 

with 
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"With. Lewia^ and enter into oae with tht 
King of England agaiinft him; to divorce 
his wife, and marry Edward's daughter i 
though already engaged to the Prince of 
Scotland^ his nephew; but if the church 
would not grant a divorce, his fon was t« 
marry her. The King's daughter was a 
forward girl^ was early ripe foi: a hu{band> 
and longed for one^ as foon as ripe. Her 
fortune, which was 20,000 marks, had^ 
in party been paid' by Edward's bungling 
minifters, and the Scots valued the money 
more than the lady. 



Edward having raifed an army confiding 
of 23,000 men, gave the command to the 
Duke of Gloucefter, who began his march, 

in May 1482, accompanied by Alexander, 
who affumed the title of King. In July 
they reached Alnwick. By flow nparches they 

arrived 
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arrived in Scotland and began to lay wafte 
the country, there being no army to oppofe 
them« Richard took Edinburgh > and fcnt 
to inform Jame8> ^* if he did not fulfil bis 
^* engagcnfients with England^ he would de-» 
** ftroy the whole kingdom/* The no* 
bility of Scotland aflembled, ratified the 
treaty afre(h, and delivered up Berwick, 
when Gloucefter with bis army returned to 
England* Nothing memorable happened 
to Richard daring the refidue of his 
1>rother*s reign, which Was only a few 
months. 



The death of Edward the Fourth> opened 
a new, and extraordinary fcene> in which 
Richard ihcwcd himfelf a moft accom* 
pli(hed and wicked ador. There is not in 
the whole hiftory of the Engli(h Kings, 
a fimilar inftance of a prince forming a 

defign 
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defign upon the crowQ^ laying fo able, and 
deep i fcheme, in which were Co many 
obftacles; furoiounting ihem all, and gain* 
ing the beloved object in eight weeks! 
^hcfe obftacles would have appeared infur^ 
mountable to any eye but Richard's. He 
had to overcome Rivers and Gray, with 
•all their adherents, who were powerful, 
and in pofiefiion of the fovereign ; the 
pofbnt friends of Edward's family, as 
Derby, Haftings, York, Ely, &c. but 
what was lingular, he had the moll 
powerful of all, tie peoph. Neither 
was he allifled in this amazing under- 
taking, by any perlbn of power except 
the Duke of Buckingham, who was woa 
by delufive promises, never to he fulfilled* 
He was the Hep by which Richard 
mounted the throine, and then dellroyed. 
The fate of ev^ branch of oppofitioa 

e was 
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was determined ; the King was committed 

to prifon; Stanley was to be cut ofF, as if 

by an accidental blow; the two Bi(hops 

feized and confined; Rivers, with the 

King's friends were folemnly murdered in 

ihe face of the fun ; Haftings, in a man* 

ner unknown in hiflory; and what was 

aftonifhing, the people were mofl: unac-> 

countably duped. One circumftance was 

much in Richard's favour, not one olHhc 

heads with which he contended was equal 

to his own. A bolder difplay of mafterly 

talents, is no where met with. 



Richard being arrived at the regal feat, 
the ultimate of his wiflies, the pinacle 
of vanity, I fhall clofe this firft part of 
his life, which has been but little noticed 
by our hidorians, with an account of his 
coronation; from George Buck. This 

was 
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Mfas the firft author who ever durft fpeak 
li) favour of Richard. He feems to have 
written the King's life» or rather, his vindi- 
cation, about a century after the battle of 
Bofworth, and fays many weak things, and 
falfe, but more true. Provoked at Henry 
the Seventh, for his treatment of Sir John 
Buck, a near relation, taken at Bofworth, 
and beheaded with Catefby, at Leicefter, 
he takes a decided part againfl him, and 
endeavours to exculpate Richard from every 
charge. If we cannot find the angel in his 
defcription of the King, we find the per- 
fedion of man. 



When the Duke of Buckingham addrefled 
Richard in the pretended name of the no« 
bility and Commons of England, to take 
the crown; he (bily accepted that which 
he moft ardently wiOied for, and replied 

e a with 
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with a ferious faoc> '* As they were deters 
^* $mned to make hitn a King, he wa8 refolved 
^' to make himfelf a good one» and deiired 
*^ to live no longer then while he endea^ 
•* vourcd to promote the profperity of the 
^^ kingdom/^ Upon this Buckingham and 
his followers cried out Godfave King Ricb^ 

m 

ard. A difcerning fpe£lator mud have 
fmiled at the farce. 



Buckingham^ to fenrc hia* mafter^ or 
rather himfelf, procured a few addreflea^ 
wherein particular care was taken to hint at 
the baflardy of Edward's children, and the 
attainter of Clarence's. Thefe were deli- 
vered to the Lords, adembled in We(lmin- 
fter-hall, June 26, 1483. Richard fitting 
among them in a marble chair, or rather 
upon the celebrated coronation ftone, yet 
prcferved in St. Edward's chapeU lit was 

then 
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then declared King, and the next day pro- 
claimed. After which he rode in great 
pomp from London to Weftmihfter, and 
placing bimfelf in the royal feat, gave a 
charge to the judges, in a religious ftrain, 
to adminifter juftice. He then approached 
the ahboy, and was met at the door by the 
monks in proceffion, when the Abbot de- 
livered into his hand, the fceptre of St* 
pdward. In this manner, he afcended to 
Stf Edward's chapel, and made an offering 
at the fhrine, while the Monks fung Te 
JPeum. He afterwards returned in procef- 
Hon to his palace in London, 

The man who is fond of power, is fond 
of parade; this was Richard's cafe, or why 
did he travel from Nottingham to Bof- 
worth Field with his crown upon his head? 
which, by the way, tends to prove a point 

e 3 long 
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long difputed^ that he was not that miCr 
ihapen monfter he is reprefented. He 
who is ill-made would rather bide than 
publifli his deformity, and nothing makes 
a man more confpicuous than a crown. 



July 4, he went with his Queen by 
water, to the Tower, where they flept that 
night, and the next day, the fifth, he rode 
with his fon from the Tower, through the 
city to Weftminfter, in the higheft degree 
of fplendour, attended by three Dukes, all 
that England could boaft, for Dukes were 
not then plentiful s nine Earls, twenty^ 
two Vifcounts and Barons, eighty Knights, 
with aus innumerable company of 'Squires, 
and all the officers of the crown, who were 
to ferve at the coronation* This oftenta* 
tious parade, was defigned to gratify Rich-r 
ard, and amufe the people, for nothing 

was 
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was trznfz&td except conferring honours. 
The Duke of Buckingham was called the 
glory of the day^ for he out-flione the whole 
company in the richnefs of his attire. His 
horfe, and himfclf were dreflcd in a fuit 
of blue velvet, embroidered with gold, in 
imitation of fire, which fecmedeven to kindle, 
and flame in the fun. The rich trappings 
hung to the ground, and, being furniflied 
with golcj taflcls, were fupported, like a paul^ 
by footmen in the moft coftly drefles. His 
horfe, in this gaudy proccfTion, was taught 
to be as proud as his rider. 



This grand cavalcade arriving at Weft- 
minfter-hall, Richard created his fon. 
Prince of Wales; invefted John Lord Ho- 
ward with the Garter, and created him Duke 
of Norfolk; this honour was faid to be 
conferred becaufc he was dcfcended from 

c 4 Edward 
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Edward the Firft, but really bccaufc he 
was a firm friend to Richard, He alfo 
made him Earl Marffiall of England and 
High Admiral, 



Thomas Howard, his eldefl fon, was 
created Earl of Surry, knight of the Gar- 
ter, and, what is very remarkable, high 
conflable of England, for the day of the 
coronation only, and at the fame time he 
created the Duke of Buckingham, high 
conftable for life, which he claimed by in- 
heritance. This trifling defe<ftin etiquette 
fcemingly of no moment, was probably 
the caufe of overturning a kingdom, by giv- 
ing Buckingham the firft umbrage, caufing 
his revolt, and raifing that tempeft which 
beat down the white rofe. The proud 
fpirit of Buckingham could not forgive 
being denied figuring away, in that import- 
ant 
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gint office^ upon the mod aurpkious dvf, 
perhaps in bis whole life^ and being con« 
dcmned to bear the train of a man, whom 
he had really created a King! Though he 
was made high ftcward for the coronation, 
yet, while another was carrying a fceptre, 
a fword, or a crown, before Majcfty, he 
muft be configned to the hnmble office of 
following and holding the train. The fud- 
den difguft which feized him, points to this 
as the firfl c'aufe. 



The King created William Lord Barkley, 
Earl of Nottingham; Francis Lovell, Vif- 
count Lovell, and Lord Chamberlain. 
Lord Stanley was reftored, and made ftew- 
ard of the houfhold, Thomas Rotherham, 
Cardinal, and Archbifhop of York, who 
had been committed for delivering the Great 
Seal to King Edward's widow, was enlarged 

and 
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and received into favour by the politic 
Richard, Vfho v^as fenfible of bis power. 



The King now revived the ancient order 
of the Bath» that he might multiply favours 
to gratify his friends, and dubbed Edward 
dcla Poolt fon to the Duke of Suffolk, his 
own nephew,^ 

George Gray foa to the Earl of Kent 

William Zouch, fon to the Lord Zouch 

Henry Neville, fon to Lord Abergavenny 

Chriftopher Willoughby 

Henry Bainton 

Thomas Bullen 

William Say 

William Enderby 

Thomas de Vernon 

Lord William Barkley 

Thomas Arundel 

Gervis de Clifton 

Edmund 
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Edmund Beddingfield 
Thomas Lucknor 

William Barkley of Weley Caftle ia 
the vicinity of Birminghaixi . 

« 

John Brown, and 

Another Gentleman of the name of 

Barkley. 
Several of the above knights fought 
afterwards fQr Richard, at Bofworth- field. ^ 



And now arrived the moft happy day 
in Richard's life, July 6, 1483, a day far, 
furpafiing even thofe in which he loft his 
brothers, won a bride, or the battles of 
Barnet and Tewkcfbury. The Bifhop of 
Rocheder led the van of a grand procef- 
fion, from the Tower to Weftminfter, bear- 
ing the crofs; the Cardinal, and the Earl 
of Huntington followed with the gilt fpurs; 
then the Earl of Bedford, with St. Ed- 
ward's 
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ward's flafF; after them the Earl of North* 
umberland, with a naked fword without 
t point, the emblem^ of mercy; Lord 
Stanley, with a mace, fignifying govern- 
ment; the Earl of Kent on the right, and 
Lord Lpvell on the left, each bearing ^ 
fword with a point, emblems of Juftice; 
AtxU the Duke of Suffolk, who had mar-* 
ricd Richard's lifter, with the fceptre: 
the Earl of Lincoln, fon to Suffolk, with 
the ball and crofs ; the Earl of Surry as 
high conftable of England, with the fword 
of ftate, in a rich fcabbard ; the Duke of 
Norfolk, his father, on his right, with the 
imperial crown : then followed the King 
in a fur-coat and robe of purple, under a; 
canopy borne by the barons of the Cinqua 
Ports, the Bifhop of Durham on his 
right, and the Bifhop of Bath on his left; 
his train, as above, fupportcd by Bucklng- 

^ ham. 
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ham, holding a white ftafF as High Stew* 
ard of' England, but no mention is made 
ttis day of his drcfs; which is a further 
evidence that rancour, from difappointmebt,* 
entered his heart the preceding day^ 



Then the Queen and her attendent8> 
firft an Earl, with the principle iceptre* 
Vifcount Lcflie bearing another, with the 
dove; the Earl of Wilt (hire, with the 
ctiown ; then the Queen, in robes like 
thofe of the King, between two Bifliops^, 
under a canopy like his, and borne by 
the Barons:.' oh her head' was a coro-* 
net, &t with diamonds ; her train ^iraa 
fupported by the countefs of Richmond, 
mother- to Hfenry the Seventh, fol- 
lowed by the King'« lifter, the Duchefs of 
Suffolk, attended by the Baroneflcs, and 
other ladies. 

K The 
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- Thrf whole procefSon entered the weft 
door of the Abbey. The )^iog and Queea 
only were feated^.and the choir fung: thes 
they afcended to the altac, changed their 
robes^ ^d put on others that were open or 
flit in various places, to facilitate the idle 
praAice of anointing, which was per- 
formed: after this they retreated, and 
• • • ■ • 

put on cloth of gold,, and returned to their 
feats. The Cardinal Archbifhop, affifled 
bf other Bi(hops, proqeeded to the remain^ 
der of the ceremony, by putting the fceptre 
into the King's left hand, the globe into his 
tight, and the imperial crown upon his head. 
The Queen's fceptre was put r in to her right 
hand, that with the dove, into her left« 
On each fide the King ftooda Duke, before 
him, the Earl of Surry, with his fword of 
/late. . On each fide the Queen, a Bi(hop« 
and in front, a lady kneeling. The Car* 

dinal 
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dinal then faid mafs» and gave the blefling. 
Tkc King and Queen jointly received the 
€acrament» at the high altar. ^ Approach-* 
ed St. Edward's fhrine; the King oflfercH 
up his crown y originally belonging to 
the Saint, and putting on another, re- 
turned in the fame (tate into Wefhqin* 
fter-hall, and afterwards retired for a fmall 
fpace. 



In the iotrim came in thc^Duke of Nor- 
folk, as Earl Mar (hall, fuperbly mounted, 
and covered with cloth of gtfld to the 
ground, to difperfe the croud in the halK 



The coronation being ended, the King 
and Queen, about four, fet down to dinner 
in the middle of the halL The Queen on 
his left, attended by two CounteOTes. On 
his right fat the Cardinal Archbi(hop. The 

ladies 



• • 
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ladies Were placed at a long table In the 

middle of the hail, near the King's. Tihc 

* ♦ 

Lord .C^uhcellor and the nobles at another^ 

The Lord; Mayor and Aldermen, with 

Knights^ and gentlemen at others. 

- • . - . - • . 

When the company were fcated, cam* 
again the Duke of Norfolk as Earl Marfhall, 
the Earl of Surry High Conftablc, Stanley 
Lord Steward, Sir William Hopton Lord 
.Treafurer bf the Houihoid, and Sir : Tho- 
mas Percyt Comptroller, all .on foot, and 
/erved the ' King's table with one diOi of 
gi4d,.and anwbcr of iilv«is; . . The Qgeea 
was ferved in gilt veflels^ and the Cardinal 
in filver difhes.: 



During the fecond courfe. Sir Robett 
Dymock, the King's champion entered, 
counted and caparifoned with all the orna- 
ments 



.«^ . 
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tnents of bis office^ and proclaimed»^' Who* 
<' ever fhall fay King Richard the Third 
was not lawfully King» he would fight 
him at all hazards i" and^ to ratify the 
engagement, threw down hia gauntlet^ 
then the hall refounded Kmg Richard^ God 
fave King Richard. He repeated his chal*- 
lenge thrice^ when an officer of the cellar 
brought a gilded cup filled with wine, 
which he drank and carriei| away the vef- 
fel, as his ancient fee^ This cuflom claims 
its origin from the conquefl. Marmion 
was a powerful Baron^ and came over with 
William^ from whom he received many 
grants, among others, the manor of Scrivel- 
by, in Lincolnfhire, to be held by grand 
fcrjeantry ; that at every coronation, he or 
his fuccefibrsy fhould, as champions, give 
a challenge at the King's table, and fight 

any man who (hould deny bis title. The 

f lordftiip. 
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lord/hip and the office^ continued In the 
Marmions about 300 years, till the extinc- 
tion of the male line. Coheirs were left; 
one of them marrying a Dymock, carried 
both the manor and the office into his fami- 
ly, where they yet remain. Whatever may 
be the champion's feelings, in this magna- 
nimous challange, he is as fafe on a coro- 
nation day, as on any other. If he was 
ever in danger, it mud have been in chal- 
langing Richard^s title, for no King pro- 
duced a worfe. But if fear feizes him in this 
tremendous undertaking, he has this com- 
fort, that he hides it under a cumberous 
helmet. 



The Heralds then approached, jind after 
jpronouncing the word Largejfe three times, 
departed. When the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don entered^ as Lord chief Butler of Eng- 
land 
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land for that day, by ancient prefcription, 
attend by the Sheriffs, and ferved the royal 
pair with fweef wines; each receiving a 
gold cup with a cover as a perquifite. By 
this time, night being far advanced, the 
company departed, and Richard bid adieu 
to the happieft day he muft ever behold. 

If we examine Richard's character, as it 
then flood with the world, now in his 
thirtieth year, we fhall find in many in- 
fiances, it appeared in an amiable light. 
Wherever he refided, he won the inhabitants. 
His munificence was great; Lord Bacon 
fays ** beyond his power/* His matrimo- 
nial difpute with Clarence, terminated to 
his honour. Asa fubjeft, and a brother, 
he behaved to his fovereigii without re- 
proach. Viewed in a martial light, he 
ftood one of the.firft of the age. An heroic 

charader 
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charader is peculiarly pleafing to the Eng4 
Ji(fa, A name thus cftablifticd, is not iti^ 
(lantly deftroyed. 



But as a counter- bdance, there were 
three matters againft him. His private 
machinations, deftrudive to Clarence^ al- 
though thefc were fo artfully conduced, as 
perhaps not then to aflfedt his charadten 
The death of Haflings in London^ and the 
noblemen at Pontefradt, was another, this 
however, was too recent to be decided upon 
with precifion. But the moft material wai 
his feizing the crown to the prejudice of 
the legal heirs; for though this unjuft pro- 
ceeding was buried in lilence, by the hand 
of power, it rankled in the breafts of the 
thoughtful. Thus, upon balancing his 
excellencies and defeats, he could not ftand 
ill with the people at his Ibam eledion. 

7 THE 
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"^yfAN, as an Intelligent animal. Is coii* 
•^ tinually in queft of events, and 

marks them with value according to their 
magnitude*. Some of the moft interefting 
we know are military contefts. Very fe\V 
pieces of hiAory demand more attention 
than the defcription of a battle, Whea 
the lives ofthoufands, the change of pro-^ 
perty, and the fate of empires are at flake^ 
no wonder 6ur thoughts are captivated4 
It follows, the more material the adtion^ 
the more faithful ought to be the defcrip-^ 

tiOHc 
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Battles are fmgular periods ; produdive 
of Arange events. Much may depend upon 
a trifle, the eflfcdls of a trifle may be vi£toryy 
and the effedl? of vidory, everlafting. 



The battle of Bofworth was the laft of 
tfiirteen between the houfes^ of York and 
Lancafter ; and though it was one of the 
leaft, it was of more confequence than the 
ether twelve; nay, th« revolutions it caufed^ 
were of greater moment than thofe of any 
other, fince the conqueft, for it produced » 
change in the conftitution. Villanage was 
abolifhed, the feudal fyftem overturned^ 
commercial treaties were ratified, a fpirit of 
induftry encouraged, a flow of wealth wa» 
Ihe refult, and a kind of equality was efla-* 
bli&ed among men. 



I mufl however^ intrcat the reader's par- 
jr don 



y 
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don for troubling him with a battle aftei- 
a lapfc of three hundred years, and which 
has been defcribed by a multitude of hif-^ 
torians. He may reafonably fuppofe, all 
that can be faid upon this fubjef):, has beeit 
faid ages pad, — But if be perufes with at« 
tention, the various authors upon this im-^ 
portant point of Englifh hiftory, the foU 
lowing obfervations will naturally occur- 
That this battle was never defcribed by art 
eye witnefs 3 nor is it at all furprifing, for 
the private men were as illiterate as thd 
Wednefbury colliers, and perhaps but few 
of the officers were able to write their 
names, ignorance, and its companion preju- 
dice, were the charadleriftics of the day-^*^ 
That^ as it originally was fabricated upon 
hearfay, every fubfequent writer, without 
much enquiry, followed his leader — That 
it never was defcribed in any age, by one 

B a who 
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who had feen the field, becaufc the geogra-» 
phy is omitted. — That every defcriber ap- 
pears fond of the wonderful. They tell us 
among other remarkables, of broken ar^ 
mour being found of an enormous fize^ as 
if the ftrength' of that age fufpaflcd that of 
the formdr. I have feen fome, which dif-^ 
fer very little from the prefent, this in- 
clines me to queftion, whether the wonder* 
finders might not miilake the head of a 
fpear for that of an arrow — The hiftorians^ 
agreeable to the fafliion of thcr firft age, 
were all favourers of the houfeof Lancafter. 
Rapin fcems the firft who made the remark; 
hence the houfe of Tudor is placed iti a 
more amiable light than it defervcs, and 
bkck as Richard's charadtcr was, he is 
placed in a more deteftable ; thus we are 
deceived with a fuperficial and random 

hiftory--^They alfo abound with doubtful 

< 

and 
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ttnd contradidory afTertions^ fome alleging^ 
that Henry was not fccure of the Stanleys; 
that he was obliged to pafs a morafs; that 
•both armies entered eagerly upon the adion; 
that Richard perfonally knew Henry; that 
Henry bravely attempted to clofe with 
Richard and kept hiQi at Sword'^ point; 
that Sir William Stanley brought into the 
field 5000 men ; that Lord Oxford, who x 
commanded Richmond's main body, con- 
fined the whole front line within the com- 
pafs of twenty feet; that 4000 mep fell in 
the adion, but only ten of thefe were Rich- 
mond's; that Richard was a little, ugly, 
feeble, crooked fellow ; and that finding all 
was loft, he ruflied into the heat of the bat- 
tle, that he might not furvive the defeat; 
that his wretched body contained the foul 
of a devil, and his followers were fcoun- 
dfels; all which are miftakcs. 

B 3 Nor 
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Nor have I ever met with a writer who 
entered into the fubjeft, or had ever given 
it his thoughts. The leaft part of my in^f 
formation was derived from thofe, who, 
having profcfledly treated of the battle, 
pught to have furnifhed the mod. Our 
^xpeAations are heightened when we pe- 
rufe Burton's hiftory of Lciceftcrfhire, and 
^nd he had every advantage for informa- 
tion ; pay, perhaps was the only author that 
had. He owned^ and refided upon the very 
lordfhip adjoining the famous field ; might 
have leifurely furveyed the fcene, and con- 
templated the a£tions performed upon it; had 
beheld many of the curioiities found on the 
fpot; lived near that period, and perfonally 
knew many who aiflually faw the battle. He 
^ight have been mailer of all the traditions 
pf the country ; and able to form a com- 
plete fyllem of that Qngular event, and con- 
vey 
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vey it to pofterity. But how is the expec- 
tation difappointed, when his defcription of 
thatf memorable conteft which <:hanged thp 
face of things^ amounts to nothing!! It is 
owing to this I write. If he ever furveyed 
the field it was with inattention. If he ac«* 
<}uired hiftorical anecdotes^ he loft them as 
he found them ; that which is ever in vieWf 
is feen without regard— This laboriousn 
and intelligent author^ who was able to give 
^s the beft relation, has given us one of the 
inoft defe£liye. 



Interefted, even from childhood, in this 
important event, I enjoyed a pleafure in en*- 
quiry. By carefully examining every au- 
thor I could meet with, I learnt all they 
knew.— I have made feveral vifits, in the 
fpace of eighteen years, to the field itfelf^ 
merely for information, and infpei^lion; I 

B 4 h«ve 
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have alfo made many enquiries into the tra- 
ditions in the vicinity of Bofworth Field, 
and found this the mod copious fource of 
intelligence. Though much wa$ lofl, much 
was preferved. If fome of the remarks I 
met with, were crude and contradictory, 
yet fometimes one little hint ignorantly 
dropt, fet many uncertainties to rights. If 
new difficulties arofe, I read, thought, and 
travelled for a folution. By carefully com- 
paring the writers, the field, and the tradi- 
tions, I have attempted to reniove fome 
abfurdities and place truth on firmer 
ground. He who has the advantage of 
three lights ought to fee more diftindly 
than he who has but one. 



I do not, however, pretend to enumerate 
every fadt, or warrant the truth of every 
word; for it muft be confidered, the period 
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is diftanty and many incidents which are 
material, and would elucidate others, are 
buried in time. In fome parts of the road, 
I am obliged to follow the footftcps of my 
predeceflors. Where they treat of the in- 
terefts of Richard or Henry, they niuft be 
followed with caution, but where thpfe in- 
terefts are out of the queftion, they are much 
fafer guides. When I quit their path, and 
follow my own, I fhall be attentive to punc- 
tuality. In hiflory, as in mathematics, 
from one known polition another may be 
drawn ; and from two that are wrong, may 
fometimes be drawn a right. Truth is the 
grand mark of the hiitorian ; he who fays 
the beft things, fays the trueft. 



The prince who pofleflcs a throne by 
unfair means, finds it an uneafy feat. This 
was the cafe with William the Firft, wit£^ 

V . . . • . . . -I ■ . 

Stephen, 
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Stephen, John^ and Henry the Fourth^ 
That right was wanting which is ever nci. 
peiTary to fecure a firm pofleflion. Bttt of 
all defediye titles, that of Richard the 
Third feetnf the worft, and his reign the 
inofl: uneafy. We know of but two lawfuj 
p-oads to a crown, the choice of the people^ 
and an hereditary claim; that of conqueft 
being no other than a robbery; he pofleiTcd 
neither. It is furprizing that Richard, who 
was a man of fenfe, and an able reafoner^ 
(hould fo far forget himfelf, as to cafl an 
eye upon a diadem while there were ten 
perfons before him, exclafive of £dwar4 
the Fourth who held it, all in youth and 
health. But if we examine his unbound- 
lefs ambition, the furprize ceafes. Though 

his body was fmall, that ambition grew to 
a gigantic height, and attempted to over- 
look ten heads. He (hrcwdly iudgedi if he 

could 
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fould acquire power, it would be no diffi^ 
cult thing to cut thofe heads fhorter. I 
(loubt not, but his confcience would have 
fuffered him to deflroy one half of the king« 
^om, to have fwayed the fceptre over the 
other. A predominant pafl^on is a bold 
trait in fome chara£ters; favourable inci« 
dents occur, which draw this leading power 
into aftipn. The love of liberty was the 

grand feature in the great Hampden's^ and 
this was called forth by his elevated flation. 
Had he been placed in an humble fphere^^ 
he would have been no more than the bar* 
ber of the village— ~Cr«^//y fhone with 
idreadful luflre in the famous Kouli-Khan's; 
which, had he held the plough, inflead of 
the fword, would have difplayed itfelf in 
hanging dogs, whipping horfes, torturing 
flies, watching for fcntence at the Old Bai- 
ley, or following the judge on his circuity 

thp 
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the ruling paffion of Henry, after he grafped 
the fceptre was avarice. Had he moved in 
a fervile ftate, he would like other mifers, 
jthe dreg$ of exiftenee, have denied himfelf 
common fupport, dined upon offals, and 
fais fmall favings would at his death, have 
been found in a rag. And Richard's was 
ambition. This is a laudable paflion when 
guided by reafon, but being poffeffed in the 
extreme, and under no controul ; it proved 
deflrudive to many, and in the end to him^ 
felf. 



But ambition would have lain dormant 
for ever, even in Richard, and his charac- 
ter been faved, but for the afliftance of 
Henry Stafford duke of Buckingham, a man 
of florid abilities, much power, and more 
pride ; who, like the great Earl of War- 
wick, expeded to make and u'nmake^ kings 

at 
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af pleafurc, he alone fet the crown oA 
Richard^s head ; not out of love to the king^ 
but himfelf* Buckingham thought, like 
other mcn^ his wages could not be too 
great, and Richard thought the fame, before 
the work was done ; but there is nothing more 
common than to throw by a tool which has 
performed all we wanted. How far thefe de- 
graded charaders had driven a bargain, never 
fully appeared to the world ; but all agree, 
and with reafon, that Buckingham wifhed 
a moiety of the Hereford eftate, vefted in 
the crown, and Richard cherifhed the wifli. 
Perhaps he folicited for the whole, and was 
difappointcd by receiving only a part — • 
Humphry Bohun Earl of Hereford was im- 
menfcly rich, poffeffing more than forty 
lordfhips, about 2300/. per annum. He had 
two daughters; Ann married to Thomas 
Duke of Gloucefter, fon of Edward the 

Third, 
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*rhird, and Mary, to Henry the FourtJi," 
grandfon to Edward; the uncle and the 
nephew married two fifters. Ann was 
great grandmother to the Duke of Bucking- 
ham. As co-heirs^ they divided this vaft 
fortune. Richard the Second, after the 
murder of his uncle Gloucefler^ took his ef« 
feds, and the whole became the property 
of the crown, till the death of Henry the 
Sixths when that line expired ; all the eftate 
therefore ought to have reverted back to 
the heirs of Ann> confequently Buckingham 
had a right to all. For though Richard the 
Third fucceeded to the throne^ he could not 
fuccccd to the private property of a former 
king. Buckingham took umbrage. When 
one man ferves another in a bafe caufe, the 
reward frequently produces difgufl, and dif* 
gufl, by artful management, may be blown 

into wrath, as a fpark into a flame. 

During 
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During the protcftoratc of Richard, John 
Morton, Bifhop of Ely, an able councellor^ 
but an enemy to the prote(^or, had been 
arrefted, and committed prifoner to Breck^ 
nock QSilWc, under the care of Buckingham^ 
Perceiving the duke di£atisfied, he by in-^ 
fenfible degrees, improved that diflike into 
revenge. He reprefented the tyranny of 
Richard ; the dreadful cffefts of civil wars, 
with which England had long been afHidted, 
and preiTed the duke in his great wifdom 
to find out a cure. Moreton himfelf had 
found the remedy, and darkly pointed it 
out to the duke that he might have the 
credit of the invention, which would th0 
better fecure his afliftance. 



Between the duke and the prelatej one 
of whom had power, the other a head, it 
was agreed, that the duke's intcreft fljould 



iV THE BATTLE OF 

be thrown into the Lancaftrian fcale ; that 
the Earl of Richmond^ heir of that houfc^ 
fhould marry Elizabeth, heirefs of that of 
York, his fourth coufin, which would 
put a period to blood; and that the 
friends of both, (hould unite in depofing 
Richard. The fcheme was reliftied by ^11 
parties, and Moreton was fuflfercd to fly to 
the continent to promote it. 



Richmond had long been aii exile at Van- 
nes, in the Duke of Brittany's dominions, 
to avoid the vengeance of the houfe of York. 
Edward the Fourth wiflied to have him in 
his power, to prevent any future operations 
againft his family, but alas ! how little can 
we forefee events ? he never imagined, 
the greateft enemy to his family was his 

own brother at home! Richard fuf- 

peded this matrimonial defign, and took 

the 
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the meafures of an able ftatefaian to prevent 
it. 



The Duke of Brittany furnifhed Henry 
with men, money^ and (hips, to make a 
defcent on the Weft of £ngland, where he 
was to be aided by the Courtneys^ and 
their adherents. The Duke of Bucking** 
ham alfo, was to join them with a body 
of Welch, but events were unfavourable to 
their fcheme, and feemed to unite in fecur- 
ing Richard on the throne- «^ Richmond's 
fleet was difperfed in a dorm, and himfelf in 
the utmofl: danger of being taken prifonen 
Buckingham^ who meant topafs the Severn 
at Gloucefler, was prevented by the greats 
eft inundation ever known. It lafted ten 
days; during which time, the country not 
being able to furnifti his Welch army ^ith 
provifions, nor he with money, it moul- 

C dered 
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dfsred away, while the Duke with one fcr- 
vant, was obliged to hide himfclf from the 
man he had lately armed with power and 
then offended. The confederacy in Devon- 
ihire and Cornwall, terrified at his difafler, 
difappeared without a blow; the private 
men laid down their artns, fome of the gen-* 
tlemen fled, others were taken and executed; 
among whom, was Sir Thomas St. Leger, 
who had married Richard's fifter, the 
Duchefs of Exeter. All this happened in 
Oftober 1483, only four months after the 
Duke had fet the crown on Richard's head. 
Deftitute of relief, and , of fafety, the 
unfortunate Duke recolledted an old fervant, 
who owed him many obligations, named 
Ralph Bannifter, of Lacon-hall, near Wem, 
in Shropfhire, the ancient feat of the Ban- 
niilers, to this gentleman he fled in dif-* 
guife for fhelter. Richard offered jei thou-. 

fand 
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fand pounds for difcovering him> and Ban* 
nifter, either for fear of Richard's rcfcnt- 
ment, or love of his reward^ difcovered him 
to John Mitton (heriff of the county; who, 
with a pofTe, furrouhded Bannifter's pre- 
mifes, and feized the Duke, difguiied like 
a. peafant, in an old piled black cloak, and 
hid in a little orchard, near the houfe— -« 
He wias condu&ed to Shrewfhury, where 
Richard then kept his court, and fuficred to 
live while he confefTed all he knew, but 
not to ufe any means to fave his Hie, for 
he earneftly entreated to fee the kinig, that 
he might plead bis paft iervices, whick 
WQK unparelleled, of offer hia future, which 
might ilill be great, and alfo his aUfaoceof 
blood, fyr they were both defcendod from 
Edward the Third in the fifth degceei but 
this was denied. For Richard confidered 
/^4I power was too great to be trufted with 

C a any 
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any man» which was able to make a king! 
for which reafon he could not be forgiveo» 
therefore exprefsly ordered Mitton to be- 
head him, on Sunday Nov. 2d. in Shrewf- 
bury market-place. This was performed 
upon the fpot» now covered by the butter-^ 
crofs, atthe top of Pride-hill, where, eighty 
years before, Percy, Earl of Worcefter, 
Truffell, Lord Kinderton, and Sir Richard 
Vernon, were beheaded by Henry the Fourth 
when Hotfpur fell— -Thus, Richard, acquir- 
ed ftability by misfortune, a well laid plan 
was deflroyed by the floods, and Bucking- 
ham loft his life by a king of his own creat- 
ing. But Hollingftiead tells us that Ban- 
nifter, who had betrayed his mafter, never 
received a (hilling of the thoufand pounds ; 
for which, Richard is faid to have given 
this reafon, ^' that he did not deferve it« 
'^ For the man who had betrayed (b good a 

" friend. 
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*• friend^ would betray anyone elfe.'' But, per- 
haps, abetter reafon was, that theking had not 
a thoufand to give. He was conftrained 
through mere poverty > to fell the crown 
plate^ a few months before9 confifting of 
275 pounds, 4 ounces, for 3/. 4^. an 
ounce, to pay a body of 4000 forry troops, 
hired from the North, to fecure his coro« 
nMion. But the truth is, he gave Bannifter 
the manor of Yalding in Kent, late the 
Duke'S) to hold by knight's fervice. Ban- 
nifter pofleffed this lordfhip about eighteen 
months, when Henry the Seventh refcinded 
the grant, feized the manor, and reftored it to 
Bttckisgham's fon^ the legal owner. : . 



Whether the Duke was privy to the 
murder of Edward the Fifth and his brother^ 
will for ever cemidu Ifecrcyt ; .but I fuppofe 
fac was not, becaufe Richard durft not ven- 
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tare to difclofe an affair of fo vile a natUfe> 
to the firft.fubjed in the kingdom/ which 
mud have, been opened with caution even 
to acomtnotl raical; neither was his afliftr 
ance neceiTary^ .Work$ of darknefs are I^^Hl 

* 

performed, by. a few I befide^^ he h^d alrea4y 

» 

done more for Richard than the earldom 
-of Hereford was worth» arid all that Richard 
could beftow. Not- was private murder 
any part of the Duk('d (ihira&CTp which 
-was comppfcd of chalet, Attihidon^ fkombw^ 
tnd.reveage. j :* 

. Whilef Henry remained- at Vannes^ We 
behold .a curious political . pifture^.iof ..H 
prince and his minifter, or if you pleafe, 
'amafter aiid fervant^ in the perfons of. the 
Duke of firfttany and Peter Lan&)ifet;.faotfa 
ftriving which ifaould make>his market : of 
tienry/a yoahg captivt > and we behold t^rb 

able 
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able politicians, in the pcrforiS of Richard 
and Hfenryj circuitivfcnting ieach other for 
rdi^xirowh^ They Both krieW afe vtcW as Sil- 
Robert Walpole, that eVery nian had his 
X price,' and that lieM^^o is pbflefled of ihe 
theans of temptation, rhay eafiJy carry his 
enid. fieriry haVing nothing to g1*c the 
fervallt but ihUzttipiy Jircfffiifts of a futfire 
klfi^, of no vreiglit mih a forrfgrt fut>jea, 
was not able to efl-ablifh a conlfafft. But 
the cafe was otherwife with the mafter, he 
ticilitA Hetfry's pfomifes as fctirffencyj and 
iH tufrt ttrg^€6 td affift hfm. Oh the 

other hahd^ Ritliafd not giving die iWafter 

• •• • - 

fo BalBcn as Hen^y promifed, ^« ribt ablie 

iefvetctcdt ^Htift,- Kke tHef forii df ja'dob, 

fie jitttemptied- th«^ fervahti anfa"'n*€' ohly 

cai-riM ^Ibnes, -ttifd xabnty Hif ihe'fidk's 

mouth, but even filled the fack> which in fiatot- 

ly won him. Richard was to give liandoife 
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all the annual profits arifing from the earl- 
dom of Richmond^ and Landoife^ on his 
part was to deliver the Earl a prifoner to 
Richard— Thus the king of England^ and 
theminifter of Brittany, famous for cunnings 
outwitted Henry, though a match for both, 
and thus the Duke, like many a fovereign 
prince, was a cypher in his own dominions, 
and Laudoife, like many a fervant, governed 
his mafter. 



This treaty would have been fatal to 
Henry had not his faithful friend, the 
Biihop of Ely, difcovered it, and apprifed 
him of his danger. He inftantly depart- 
ed privately, but we are told^ he had not 
quitted the Duke's dominions one hour, 
before Landoife's people arrived at the 
fpot. 



Richard 



• ^ 
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Richard, having penetrated to the bottom 
of Henry's plan, to marry Elizabeth, 
and unite the two houfes againft him, ill- 
ftantly faw his own ruin. He wifhed to 
fruftrate the fcheme, and as he could not 
break it by getting the Earl into his power, 
he feemed determined to break it by mar- 
rying Elizabeth himfelf. This would have 
been toodifEcult for any man to accomplifli, 
except Richard, for he had already a wife* 
Henry, chagrined at the lofs of. a future 
bride, or rather, a future crown, attempted 
to marry the fifter of Sir Walter Her- 
bert, a powerful Welchman; and as the 
Earl of Northumberland had married an* 
other fifter, he expefled to unite two potent 
families with his Lancaftrian friends, to 
affift him in mounting the throne. Henry, 
to whom the whole fex was indifFerent, 
was fo fond of royalty » he would have far 

crificed 
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crificed domeftic happinefs, and married 
even a mother Shipton, or a witch of Endor, 
for a crown; and Richard equally fond, 
would freely have coniigned his foul to 
eternal perdition.. 



. Driven from the court of Brittany; 
I^epry applied to that of France, under 

Charles the Eighth, was received with kind- 
nefs, and fpent near two years foliciting 
Aiccours, for another attack upon the crown. 
A man 6i kfs dmbition, and lefs penetra- 
tion than he, would have given up every 
thought of a future attempt^ and confidefed, 
from the ill Aictefs of the Iftft, the fates, 
and the elements were againft him* HoUr- 
ever^inrjuly 1485, he accompliftied part 
of his wi£h; and obtained a fniall cf'^w of 
* men. Phillip de Gommins, who faw thW 

crew, deckttd them the word hd bad ever 

beheld. 
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Ijcbeld, an4 Vn^ferving the napjiC of fdl- 
difcrs. They iWcrc the fcuiP;Ofithe French 
paiion, the .fw.^epjnigjs of gaols, hofpitalsk 
jipd, the ftfeeM» ^od feot to EfigMnd, aa 

^iQnn4rlyf<;Q(. people to 4fPPrif a» aftff!^ 
llOtf^lf : to, l;tfe bjilks, on the Thames, ^nd 
A««ti:^o :Bot^-hay« .Thfiy arp charged 

mithvtHctitgtAgcipver thatfllrf»<}f»tl( ,(cout-g9« 

affltjSljd tbiftjCfi^nuy like tlMj;p)(igu^, f<iff 

HtHi'lCeotUrytV');: ,.;■.•; ■;..■'■! i.'dj .■■ 

7c;l[ti»-ndt iatlBe i^Aurcrdf ^oiirt;pbIi€y/fo]r 
ilKt^EredGhilxcarfeiljftaaffiftrehd EngltiH. fiji 
faint afliflance^ difcord is promoted andacvtfal 
kingdom weakened^ fo that all fear of oppo- 
IhMm Ad^^p^&f .Wi^ftk.%Qi»^^ cMli. other 
Kftupkbetf. ai(|(a4ha::co»tb(hjh^iKd90 YdrJK^ 
MPid I»fcn*«fter, AigJi hi^t^«en&-Cf^ 

EiriUhd hilc|»rli«fntoli tib» SfW«^ ^Mll 
-r..M'6 filcniiy 
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filently on. If we do the dreadful work 
ourfelves, there is no need of their help. 
Interference would onty promote a union> 
as in the barons wars» in the beginning of 
Henry the Third. But if a competitor ariies, 
as in the cafe of the Chevalier, in 1 7 1 5» ftnd 
in that of his fon» in 1 745, they may amtife 
with promifes, but it is their intereft to 
throw in no more fuel than will keep up the 
flaine. Religion may be the pretended mo« 
tive, but the French will never quarrel with 
the Englifli for being proteftant8» but being 
powerful; they have by iilent fteps, for 
many years, beentitrniog'proteftants thern^ 
felves. 



• » 






In all difputies determinable'by the fwonf ^ 
both parties appeal to (he people as the uU 
timate fourco of ftrength. Charles the 
Firft on one: fide, and the Houfe of Com* 

mons 



•^ ^* • 1 
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mons on the other» attempted this great 
acquifition^ by repeated addrefles. Stephen, 
being able to win the people, won the 
crown ; and James the Second, for want of 
that ability, loft it. That ingenious anti- 
quary Sir John Fenn, who calls back de- 
parted ages, and brings the diftance of 
300 years as perfcftly to view as ycfterday, 
gives us a curious letter from Richard to 
the people of England, dated at Weftmin- 
fter, June 23, 1485, wherein he artfully 
perfuades them ^' to reiift Henry Tudor, 
'* and his attainted traitors; whom he pro- 
^^ nounces murderers, adulterers, extorti^ 
*' oners, rebels to God, honour, and nature; 
«« who obey his ancient enemy the French 
** king; and under Henrjr their baftard lea-* 
der, begotten in double adultery, intend 
to enter his kingdom, and, by conqueft, 
« difpoil his Tttbjeas of life, liberty, and' 

goods ; 
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•* goods i to deftroy all the honourable blood 
V in the realm» and feize their poiTciiions^ 
•♦therefore advifes every nwn to lift up his 
♦^ hand againft them . He tells them the French 
♦5 king lends afiiftance, in cOnfid^ration of 
** Nornaandy, Anjou, Mayn/e, G^rcoigQ. 
*^ Guyfnes, CaiTelU Hams» Calais, and th^ 
** marches being given up,, and thQ 9Ti)fis of 
*• f r?kncc for ever being diffcyewd froro thofe 
'* of England; and tha,t jieary had already 
*' beftpwed upon the en^o^ie; of the kip>g« 
<' doiiPi^ th^ biCbopncljLS, and fpiritu»Vdign)r 
** tips, vjfith t\hfi ducbie?, eftrkJ<)ms, bftfqpiflSj 
*' find inher'^u^if^s of kifi]{bt^,.cfquiri9S, gpd 
'' gentleniea y that the o^^nf|}ifff^ laws grc 
*| to beabolifh^^ a/id tbq^g of p ^yrap^ Q^a^ 
*' bliflied among; the pq^plp* That Henry- 
*^ 'i^'udor 91^4 ^9 wicked. f9l/o)iver$ will com^ 
'* mit the ropft: horrid wwrtjQrs^ flaugbt^ra, 
** agd robberies, that ew Wfy^e .hea?4 fffln 
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*' a chriftian country; every true Engliih- 

• • 

" man therefore, is commJinded to furnifti 
•* himfelf with arms, to oppofe the rebels, 
'* in defence of hi^ wife, children, and pof- 
** feffions; and the king himfelf will cou* 
** rageoufly expofe his moft royal perfon, 
*^ to every labour and hazard, to fubdue 
•* their enemies, and comfort his faithful 
'^ fubjeft; and calls forth every man to de- 
" fend his king in battle." 

Two powerful weapons tmj be eta- 
ployed againft an enemy, the pen, and the 
fword;, Richard was mafter of the two. 
The fword is fupporlcd by courage, and 
ikill; he had both. The pen conquers by 
truth, and ability, here he had but one, for 
his whole fabric being founded in falfehood, 
it could not be aided by truth.— Richard 

had evidently three points to carfy in this 

circular 
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circular letter^ to depreciate his antagonifl:, 
to pctfuade his fubjefts that the invaders 
were more their enemies than his^ and, by 
terrifying the people, to crowd his ftandard. 



Schemes of human invention acquire 
credit or difcredit, not according as they are 
well or ill-laidy but according to their good 
or ill fuccefs. No plan could be better 
formed than that of Henry and the Duke 
of Buckingham to join in the We(l. None 
could fucceed worfe. Of all the ill-laid 
fchemes we meet with in hiflory, none was 
moreabfurd than that of William the Con* 
queror's making a defcent upon this coun- 
try, and yet he is never cenfared by our 
hiflorians becaufe it proved fuccefsful. Lord 
Bacon fays <^ there is nothing eafier than to 
*' diredt^ blame, or applaud, "when a thin^ 
*• is paft, nothing harder before it is begun." 

Richard 
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Richard was ihe deepeft politician of the 
age, Henry excepted. His wicked plans 
were well laid, and cautioufly executed. If 
they ever mifcarried, it was not owing to 
himfelf, but to thofe he was obliged to 
truft. He is accufed for want of prudence, 
in not oppofing to the two Stanleys a 
bpdy of men; as his army was nearly 
equal to Richmond's, and both theirs; but 
this is a falfe accufation as will afterwards 
appear. The fame objedion is exhibited 
againft him for laying up his fhips after 
Henry and Buckingham mifcarried, and 
^ith fome reafon; for had his fleet con- 
tinued to traverfe the feas, Richmond 
would have found a fecond attempt difg^ 
cult. But even this overfight admits a 
powerful excufe. Richard knew he already 
ftood ill with his people, that nothing 
ibured them like taxes; and as a fleet could 

D ftot 
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not be fupportcd without, he was unwilling 
to burden them. Thus neceflity made a 
bad man a good king. 

Sunday, July 31, 1485, we behold 
Henry at the head of his crew^ confiding 

of 2000, fet fail from Harfleur, and on 
Saturday the 6th of Auguft^ arrive at Mil- 
ford Haven. He marched through Wales, 
by Dell, Haverfordweft, Cardigan, New- 
Town^ and Welch Pool, to Shrewfbury. 

As he defigned for London, we may be 
furprized at firft view, why he took this 
indjredl road? But Henry's fagacious heail * 
furqifted many weighty reafons. He was 
of Welch name and extra&ion, was de- 
fcended from the ancient Britifh kings, had 
many relations, and great intereft there; 
and the farther he pafied through that 
cpuntry, the more ftrength he would gain. 

He 
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He was mpre likely to commstnd a pafTage 
over the Severn at Shrewlbury, than either 
at Briilol, Chepftow, Gloucefter, Worcef-. 
ter, Bewdley, or Bridgnorth. He might 

alfo, from the fate of the unfortunate; 

* 

Buckingham^ vf\(h to avoid the Severn at a 
bro^d vy^ater; befides, as the Stanleys 
vrere northern gentlemen^ they could the 
cafier affift him. — The fchemeanfwered, for 
he was joined by many powerful chiefs ^ 
as Richard Griffith, Arnold Butler, John 
Morgan, Sir Walter Herbert, Rice-ap* 
Thomas, &;c, each with a little army. 



He was at firfl: denied accefs into Shrewf-^ 
bury, by the bailiff, Thomas Mi t ton ; of 
the fame family as he, who two years 
before, had faithfully, ierved Richard, as 
flieriiF for the county, in feizing, and exe- 
cuting thet Duke of Buckingham. In this 

D 2 geotlemai) 
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gentleman, we behold the true nature, cOil* 
iequence, and bounds of an oath. He had 
willingly fworn fealty to Richard; but 
Ending it inconvenient to keep his oath, 
cunningly devifed a way to fave his credit, 
and cheat the Almighty. I fhall relate the 
anecdote in the words of an old author^ 
quoted by Phillips^ *^ When the Earlc of 
** Rychmoond cam6 to the towne of Shros- 
*^ bcrie the gates were fjiutt againft hym 
♦^ and the pullys let downe; fo the EaYl's 
•' meffengers came to the Welch gate com* 
f* manding them to open the gates to theyrc 
** right Kynge. But maifler Myttoon made 
♦^ anfwerc, being head Bayley, and a ftoute 
♦^ royftc genletman, faying, that he knew 
** no Kynge but only Kynge Richard, 
^' whofe lyfTetenants, h? and his fellows 
^^ were, and before he (hould enter there, 
!* h? ihould |0Q over hys belly, meaning 

** thereby 
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" thereby^ that he would be llaync to the 
^' grounde^ and fb to run over hym beford 
^' he entered, and that he proteftyd vebe- 
^^ mently tippon the oathe he had tackeni 
•' and fo the fayd Earle returnyd with hys 
^' companye back againe to a vylledge cal- 
^.^ 1yd Forton 3 myles and a halfe from 
^^ Shrosberie, where he lay that night, and 
^* in the mornying followyng, there came 
** Bmbaifadores to fpeak wyth the BaylyflF^ 
^ requefting to paffe quyetlyc, and that 
<< the Erie theyre maifter dyd not meane to 
^^ hurte the towne, nor none theroyn, but 
^* to go to try hys ryght, and that he pro- 
^' my(ed further, that he would fa^ui hys 
^* othe, and hym, and hys fellows harmlys. 
** Upon thys they entered, and the fayd 
*• Myttoon lay alonge thegrounde wyth hys 
*^ belly uppwards, and foe the faid Erie 

D 3 '' ftepped 
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** fteppcd over hym and faved hys othe."— 
The lofer is the rebel. Had Buckingham 
been fortunate, inftead of iuffering hy 
the axe, he alfo might have flepped ovef 
Mitton's belly. 



Richard having information that a ftorm 
was gatherings but not knowing where it 
might fall, kept his court at Nottingham caf^ 
tie, the centre of the kingdom^ that he might 
not be far from the fcene of adion. But 
his late fuccefs, and his having Secured the 
princefs Elizabeth « made him defpiie the 
Earl, and confider his attempts as.madnefs. 
And .though he fufp^ded many of his no- 
ble^; yet, (ince Buckingham's defeat, he 
;Coqld npt.find one able to give him didurb- 
ance. Though hated, it was by men of 

little power. , 

Lord 
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Lord Stanley feemed to ftand firft it his 
fufpicions^ but was much inferior to the 
Dukd. He had been firnDi to Edward the 
Fourth, and aftci^wafdJ to his children; had 
gone every length with his friend Haftings, 
in favoui- of the proteftof, eVeri io the 
butchery of the queeii's relations, at Pon- 
tefrafit; 'but he could not confent to Rich- 
ards's mounting the throne at the eicpence 
of the young princes; therefore Richard 
ordered him to be difpatched by one of the 
ruffians, with a battle-ax^ as if without de- 
lign, at the council board, when Haftings 
fell, but he efcaped deftrudlion by finking 
under the table.— He had alfo married the 
Countefs of Richmond, mother to the Earl, 
iand when he deiired to quit the court upon 
private affairs, Richard obliged him to leave 
his cldeft foh the Lord Strange, as an hof- 
tage for his future condudl. This import- 

D4 aot 
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ant pledge convinced Richard, that Stanley 
durft not adl againfthim were he willing.*^ 
There is nothing cafier th^n .for a man t¥ 
reafon himfelf into fecurity* 




But as a cautious man, among enemies^ 
fhould be ever on his guard, he fent to Her<*i 
bert and ap«>Thomas, to oppofe the Earl^ 
with all their power, if he came that way. 
He alfo ordered his diflant friends to be ia 
readinefs, and ftationed pod: horfes at every 
twenty miles, to facilitate inTelligence. 



Richard was fond of Nottingham caftle, 
often redded there, had erected a turret on 
the eminence, where the prefcnt caftlc 
(lands, and called it t6e caJlU of care. While 
he kept his court there, he endeavoured to 
gain the friendfhip of the neighbouring 
gentry, and perfuaded feveral to join him i 
3 particularly 
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pittlcnMrly Sit Gcrvis Cliftofi, whom, af 
hia coronation^ he bad created Knight of 
the Bath. 



As the Earl marched with e^peditiooy 
ibP ifxrft certain news that Richajrd hea»4 
was, that the Welchmen had not only 
fuffered him. to pafs nnmolefted; but eveti 
favoured his pretentions, and that he wad 
arrived without moleftation, at Shrewfbury. 
Here Richard's affairs. toolK a ierious turn, 
be perceived bis fbicnd^ were forfaking 
bim, that they promafied: much, and did 
iittljS; his progiKiilications were unfavour-*^ ^ 
^ble» anger and vengeance united in hia 
face, his good bUmour lifed and neveif re<^ 
turned. 



. The king fent for the Duke of Norfolfc^. 
the Earl of Surry, and the EarlofNopth- 

uaiberland 



41 THE BATTLE OF 

umberland, to joinhim^ and ordered Sir 
Robert' Brackenbury, lieutenant of the 
Tower, " to bring Sir Thomas Boucher^ 
and Sir Walter Hungerford, with all the 
forces they could inftantly mufleri"" for as 
he thought Richmond would purfue his 
r0»d to London, by the Wattling-Street, he 
refolved to meet him and give him bat-* 
tic* 



The uncertainty of the place wher^ Rich- 
mond would land, and the rapidity of his 
progrefs, rendered it impoilible for Richard 
to coniiplete his forces. His friends: wer-* 
fczttQffid, becaufe he knew not where to 
aflemble them. None of the above com- 
manders were with him at Nottingham. 
Norfolk, Surry, and Brackenbury, probably 
joined him at the camp, at Stableton, and 
Northumberland at the field. Penn gives 

us 
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us a (hort^ but curious letter from the Duke 
to Sir John Pafton, fherifF of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, which, though without a date, 
muft have been\ written, oiil^ ^. few; c^ys 
before the battle, wherein' he tells the 
fherifF, ^< that . the enimy was landed, 
\* that the king would march on Tuefday 
'< Auguft i6th, and that he himfelf, the 
" fame night ihould reft at Bury (St. Ed- 
" munds) in his way to the army, and de- 
'* fires the (hertfF ta meet him at Bury with 
'^ the men he h^d promifed; the king, and 
'^ bring befides, as large a company, of tall 
^^ men as he could procure, drefled in jackets 
^' of the Duke's livery, and he would reim- 
** burfe his expence, when they nact." 



It appears from this letter, which was 
perhaps thelaft he wrote, that the uniform 
of the royal army was the jacket, and the 

colour 
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colour of each party, was the livery of their 
chief. 



Whether PaftoD joined the Duke at Bury 
is uncertain^ but from the (hortnefs of the 
time, I fuppofe he did not; and befides, 
a 3rear after, he was employed by Henry; 
to feize Lovell as a traitor, which fuppofes, 
Henry did not think bim one. 



Henry made no ftay at Shrewlbury ; 
he wifely judged that lingering would 
weaken the (pirit of cnterprize, and dimi- 
nifh his army. Though poiTeiTed of nd 
perfonal courage, he wi(hed to ftrike, and 
not wait to be ft ruck. 



Leaving Shrewfbury, he encamped at 
night on a little hill by Newport, whcr^ 
Sir Gilbert Talbot, (herifF of Shropffiire, 

uficle. 
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uncle^ and guardian to the Earl of Shrewf* 
bury, a minor, joined him with 2000 men^ 
the power of their houfe with that of hit 
office. 



He arrived at Stafford, where he and Sir 
William Stanley had a private interview^ 
not fo much on his own account, as his 
brother*S| who durft not appear becaufe of 
his fon. 



At Lichfield he pafled the night in his 
camp, without the walls ; and next morn«» 
ing was joyfully received into the town, 
which the Lord Stanley, two days before, 
had evacuated as if flying before him. 

The king hearing Henry was encamped 
at Lichfield, would have marched on Mon« 
day Auguft 15, but that day being th« 

aflumption 
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affumption of our lady^ perhaps through 
fear of becoming unfortunate, by in-- 
curring ber difpleafure, he deferred it 
till the ]6th, when he mar(halled his 
troops in Nottingham market-place, and 
marched them in exadt order, to Lei* 
cefter, twenty-five miles diftant, where 
he probably arrived the fame day, chufing 
rather to reft his men after a fatigu- 
ing march, than fight them after an 
eafy one; befides, time was neceffary to 
take meafures. They chiefly confifted 
of foot, which he feparated intq two 
divifions; the firft marched five in a 
rank, then followed the baggage, then 
himfelf, > gorgeoufly drefiTed, upon a 
large white courfer, richly caparifoned, 
attended by his body guards; afterwards, 
the fecond divifion, five a breaft, as 
before, The horfe alfq being divided, 

fornjecj 
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formed the wings, and kept near the 

centre. 

This oftentatious parade was to fhew his 
power to the greatefl advantage, to deceive 
the eye, and intimidate the enemy. Rich- 
ard's wire-drawn army, would cover the 
road, at leaft three miles; they would be 
more than an hour in marching out of Not- 
tingham, and as long in entering Leicefter, 
fo that to a common obferver, his numbers 
would feem prodigious. His countenance 
all the way indicated a troubled mind, and 
his words declared vengeance. He entered 
Leicefler in all the pomp he could afli^ma, 
ft little after fun fet. 



a • • • 

In the north-gate ftreet, yet ftands a 
large handfome half- timber houfe, with one 
ftory projefting over the other, formerly 
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ao inn, the Blue Boar ; hence, an adjoining 
ftreet derives its naqpie, now corrupted into 
Blubb&'^lane. In one of the apartments 
Richard refted that night. The room 
feems to have been once elegant, though 
now in difufe. He brought his own bed* 
{lead, of wood, large and in fome places 
gilt. It continued there 200 years after 
he left the place, and its remains are now 
in the pofTefHon of Alderman Drake. It 
had a wooden bottom, and under that a 
falfe one, of the fame materials, like a floor, 
and its under ceiling. Between thefe two 
bottoms was concealed, a quantity of gold 
coin, worth about 300/. of our prefent mo- 
ney, but then worth many times that fum. 
Thus he perfonally watched his treafure, 
and flept on his military cheft. • Thorfby 
tells us ^^ this inn was kept in the reign of 
^^ queen Elizabeth, by one Clarke, whofe 

'' wife 
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wife haftily making the bed, a piece of 
gold dropt out, which led to a difcovery of 
*' thereft; fome, the king's own coin. Clerk 
** fuddenly grew rich with the fpoils of 
*' Richard, became mayor of the town, and, 
*' at his death, left a fat and wealthy widow. 
** Her fervant maid in 1 6 1 3, confpiring with 
** her fwectheart, robbed and murdered the 
" miftrefs, for which they were both 
*' brought to juftice, and executed.'* So 
that Richard's property proved as unfortu* 
nate as himfelf. This room feems to have 
been the laH: he ever entered, and the bed, 
the lafl in which he flept. 



* On the 1 7th he marched out of Leicefter, 
with the fame parade he had marched in, 
expeding to meet his rival at Hinckley. 
He arrived that night at Elmfthorp, eleven 
miles. As accommodations could not be 

£ found 
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found Id a villagei his officers flept in the 
{rhurch, the ufual place for fleeping. 



Finding he was too early for Henry, he 
altered his route j; and turning towards the 
right, marched on the i8th to Stableton, 
jix miles, pitched his camp on fome grounds 
called the Brad/haws, and, as a fccurity, 
caft up a breaft^work, 300 yards long, and 
libout 50 behind his campj; which with 
Qther operations of great labour, prove his 
Hay could not have been lefs than three days. 
The camp (ronfifled of two lines. The fituai- 
tion is admirable I not on a hill, but an emi- 
nence, fit for obfervation or conteft ; a mile 
9nd {I half eafl; of Bofworth-Field, and two 
from the top of Amyon-hill, the fcene of 
ai^lon. |>^o enemy could approach unfeeq. 

Henry having refled one 49y at Lich^ 

field, 
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fields departed towards Tamworih, about 
fix miles. 



Hungerford and Boocher, two^icnigbts^ 
who were ordered to attend Richard, de- 
serted Brakenbury their leader, a little ^- 
yond Stoaey* Stratford^ and taking their 
route through Daventry, Coventry, Bir- 
fningham, and Sutton, joined Richmond's 
aripy, in the midway between Lichfield and 
Tamworth; as did alfo the next day^ Aug« 
1 9, Sir John Savage, Sir Bryan Sandford, 
Sir Simon Digby, &c« 



Savage brought with htm a body of 
troops in white coat^ and hoods, which is 
the only uniform mentioiied on the fkle of 
Richmond* Tfaefe men, three days after, 
compo&d pact of RichmofKl's left, which 
was commaoded by Savage* 

E 2 There 
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There arc two ways by which an hido-n 
rian deceives his reader]; one is by relating 
falfe faiSs; .which, if ignorantly done, is 
a fault, but if with defign, a greater; the 
other is by mifrcprefenting true ones. 
Words arc the vehicle by which ideas are 
conveyed. Every thought (houldimprefs the 
reader, exactly in the fame manner it did the 
writer, if it docs not, it is impcrfedlly 
conveyed. We are given to undcrftand 
that ** Henry immerfed in thought, while 
^* marching between Lichfield and Tam- 
*' worth, lingered behind his people, and it 
** became fo dark, he could not difcover their 
<' footfteps, nor hear the foupd of the multi- 
** tude; but wandered backwards and for-* 
^* wards, and durft not enquire his way, for 
^* fear of Richard's fcouting parties; and 
*< that he afterwards found a little village 
^* three miles from Tam worth, where he 

^« aboc^e 
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^^' abode the whole night without daring to 
*• afk a qucftion." Here we are taught to 
believe, that Henry accompanied his army^ 
which began its march at the verge of 
hight; for it is not more than twd hours 
Walk between the two places, even at Henry's 
mufing pace. But the truth is, he did not 
depart from Lichfield with his people, nor 
till the evening. They were arrived at 
Tam worth long before he fet off. What 
detained him, we are not told, but we may 
eafily believe it jvas fomething relating to 
his intereft. Nor were there any fcouting 
parties employed by cither^ This was 
known to both. Each had their fpies, and 
were well apprized of each other's move- 
ments. Henry knew he was doubly fecure, 
for his own army was between Richard and 
himfelf, and the two Stanleys between 
both ; if there was danger, it mufl arife from 
the inhabitants of the village being friends to 

£ 3 Richard 
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0' 

Richard; but this idea vanifhes when wccotti- 
fider that his body guards,which were twenty 
light horfe, could eaiily oyerpowcr a vUlager^ 
Entering Wittington eomcnoch CWO'imk& 
from LichficMv the road branchcainto^ twa 
parts > here a ftraoger,. better veried in thr 
country than Hettry* and Itfs mi»fing» might 
ca£ly be loft. This muft have been the er^ 
ring ipot, because there is hardly another in 

« 

this tittle jou»ey l^bat would admit of a mif- 
take^ and the viMage at which he flqrt» if he 
did flbepv muft hrre been Wittingtotf, about 
a mile diftant, and half one to the left of tine 
road he ought to have purftied ; becauiie no 
other can come within the deicriptionv 



If Henry was deep ill thoi^ht left Lord 
Stanley, prefled by the intereft of his fon^ 
durft not join him to augment bis artiiyr 
what muft have been his thoughts at WiC- 
tington^ when that army itfclf^ was in dan- 
ger 
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j^r of a diflbtution! Stanliey's jun^ion, 
^ich had cngrofled his though ts, was ati 
^bbjed of. great importance^ but this was 
tiow loA in a grealer. That was now 
become a imall lial^e^ bbt this wa^ his all. 
Henry was the foul of the army, which, if 
taken away, die body muA crumble* There 
Was ft cfaancit even without Stanley, but 
JIQDC without hitnfelf, ConAernation feis- 
:ed the officers for the abience of their lea* 
lltt; they endeavoured to conceal their 
amazement for fear of fatal confequencesf, 
but were not able. Henry, fenfible of the 
error committed, aiMl its tendency, did all 
in bis power to repair it, by finding hia 
way to Tamworth, as early as twilight 
would ailotW. 



NomaalivUg ^newl>«tler thaft he how 
to turamtowftrd.rranta to his advantage. 

£4 He 
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He told his people, ^' he had ftept out of 
" the road with iiefign to converfe with fomc 
*' gentlemea in his intereft." Thus one 
little falfhood ftrengthened that fyftem 
which was upon the point of diflblving. 



Though htjhl/owid his army to Tarn- 
worth, he left it before them; for he fet 
out in a few hours to Atherftone, nine miles* 
attended as before, by his private guards f 
which is a farther proof there was no fear 
of fcouting parties. 

« « 

If he arrived at the end of his journey by 
day light, which, from the ihortnefs of the 
way, and from the laft night's difappoint* 
mcnt, we may eafily conclude, he might 
have a view of the important field of blood, 
^nd Richard on the right, . forming his 
camp ; the diftance is eight of nine miles, 

the 
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the intermediate country is flat> Anoyon^ 
hilly approached from Atherftone, has the 
appearance of a mountain, and the Brad^ 
fhaw8 were not obflrudted from the light> 
by the growth of timber. 



His early arrival at Atherftone feems to 
have been a pre-concerted plan between him 
and the Stanleys^ who all three met at night, 
Aug. 20» fecretly in a little clofe. Though 
they were firmly united in one caufe, it 
was from different motives* Lord Stan- 
ley hated Richard for the cruel - attack he 
had made, two years before, upon his life, 
for the murder of his friend Haftings, and 
the young Princes ; but durfi: not efpoufc 
Henry^s caufe for the danger of his fon. 
The perfuafions of a wife he loved, and his 
own fentiments, combated the tender feel- 
ings of a father.. Impelled by love and 

iiiclination 
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iaclinatictfi, prevented by parental affediofli 
if he did not icrve Richmond he could not 
feft fatlsfiedy if be did, he would lofe his 
ibn« The hufband, the friend, and the 
father, the moft facrcd ties we know, op- 
pofed each other even to deflrudion« Henry, 
dazzled with ambition, viewed matters io a 
difierent light; be felt for no man; a 
pf own was the prize, and bigb caJliog, for 
which he p^eflicd forward, and if he could 
luttain it, no matter by what means. Neither 
the didrefi of the father, nor the danger 
of the foQ, could affeiS him. Sir Williara> 
a man of great honour^ defjprifcd Richard's 
aSions^ and had a friendfliip for Henry i 
to which we may add, a fouU fbareof ambi'^ 
tion. What paiTed at this triumvirate 
council of war, never appeared to the lights 
but it is plain from fucceeding events, it 
was refolved, *' That the Stanleys Arauld 
c * feera 
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*< feetn to avoid him^ as if friends to Rich« 
^* ard. That Richmond £hould march di« 
«* reftly to the field. That Lord Stanley 
'^ flioold keep at a diftance on the right, and 
« Sir William on the left. That whea 
the two armies of Richard and Heory 
were dfawn up face to fac€ > Lord Stanley 
^^ (hould form, and cover,tbe opening be« 
^^ t ween Richard's left and Richmond's 
^^ right, and Sir William do the fame on the 
^^ oppofite .fide, but join neither ^ fo that 
/' when the fottr armies were marfhalled 
^^ diey would form a Jiollow fquare. That 
^' whfle the king and the earl were engag- 
*^ ed, the two brothers (hould ftandneuter* 
*^ That if the Earl cottld overcome the 
^ King,** wlucb was probable, for they knew 
Northumbedbiod, who commanded a large 
body for Eidhard, would decline fighting, 
*' they (bouldnotinlerfere; but if Richard 

•• proved 
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** proved too powerful, they (hould run all 
«* hazards and aflift Henry." This poli- 
tic meafure was to ferye as a future fubtef-^ 
fuge; for though Richard might be van- 
quifhed, he might recover his former power, 
and they be fubjedled to punifhment. They 
never thought of an event fo unufual as a 
king falliog in battle^ 



It is fcarcely in the pow6r of wifdom to 
form a more complete fcheme, or in that 
of fortune to make one more profperous. 
They did the king more mifchief, by fuf- 
penCe, and by deftroying his plans, than if 
they had opehly joined Henry* 



After thefe refolutions, which carried the 
deftruftion of Richard, the two brothers de- 
parted, each to his corps; for Richmond's 
forces had already entered AtherAone^ and 

were 
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were encamped in the meadow, north 
of the church, from thence denominated 
tie Royal Meadow. Henry's head quarters 
was the ThrccTuns, which is thefamehoufe 
and the fame Three Tuns at this day. It 
was then undoubtedly the beft Inn in 
Atherftonc; this will give the curious ob* 
ferver an idea of a Royal Inn^ in the time of 
Richard the Third, and the gradual pro-* 
grefs of improvement, to the reign of 
George the Third. When he furvcys this 
inn, he will think with me, that Henry 
flept one night, at Icaft, in the black hole. 
J have made particular enqiiiries after the 
little clofe, where the whole fyftem of 
Briti(h politics underwent a change, and 
where the fate of nations was -deter-* 
mined; but although this dark, and de- 
cifive council -room has undergone no 
yemoyt,. tradition has loft it. By an ac* 

cident 
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cident^ bow^ver, it afterwards appeared to 
ht the Hall^Clofi^ fomething lefs thao 
two acres^ otie hundred yarde behind the 
Three Tons, joining the Coleihill road 
on the left, through which the canal now 
pailes. 



The forces of the two brothers had that 
day marched towards the field. Lord Sun* 
ley Teemed to fly to Richard £or prote&ion, 
and took bis march through Lindley, 
Higham^ and Stoke, to an enunence one 
mile beyond, called Gamble' s^Ckfei upon 
the ridge of which, the veftiges of his camp 
are yet vifible. This well chofen fpot is 
»bout fix furlongs behind Richard's, and 
rather on his kft. A fmall rivulet d'rgni* 
fied with the name of T^weed^ glides through 
the valley between the two camps, which 
fupplied both with water* I was furprized 

to 
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to fin4 the breaft-work behind that of the 
Icing, where there appeared no danger, and 
none in the front, where he might be ex- 
pofed to Henry. This fortification, there- 
fore, muft have been conftrudted for a guard 
^gainft Lord Stanley ; which proves Rich^ 
grd's flrong fufpicions of that nobleman. 



Sir William took his route through Shan«* 
ton, approached the field on the weft^ or 
dppofite fide to the king and Lord Stanley, 
and pitched his camp at the foot of Amyon*- 
hill, half a mile from the fummit; the 
traces are yet to be fe^n, part in the wood, 
and part in Hewett 's ground. The cunning 
brothers, ^hile ftriftly faithful to Henry, 
feemed clofely to attend JRichard; and Lord 
Stanley, who had moft to lofe, attended the 
clofeft. Thua were the four commanders 
fituated on the night of the 2otb> Richard 

encamped 
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encamped two miles eail of A(nyon>hiIl, 
liOrd Stanley three quarters of a mile to- 
wards his rear. Sir William, at the foot of 
the hill, on the oppofite fide, and Henry 
at Atherflone« 



The armies were now too near each 
other to avoid a battle, neither could retreat 
without the utmofl hazard. Henry had 
very little doubt of Richard's fightings 
becaufe his courage had been often tried ; 
he had much at flake, and a fuperior force. 
But Richard had fome ^doubt of Henry; 
becaufe he was wholly inexperienced, bore 
no charadlcr as a foldier, and his power was 
defedive. If he fliould attempt to conti« 
nue his route for London, Richard could 
inftantly march his troops towards Hinck- 
U:y, and attack him on the road. But 
circumvention had no (hare in this con* 

tcft. 
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teft, each feemed Xofeek the other to fight 
him. 



Burtoa tells us^ that his great great grand 
father^ John Hardwick^ of Lindley, near 
Bofworth> a man of very (hort ftaturei but 
aftive, and courageous^ tendered his fervice 
to Henry, with fomc troops of horfe, the 
night he lay at Atherftone, became his 
guide to the field, advifed him in the attack^ 
and bow to profit by the fun and the vrind« 
1 have converfed with feveral of his dc- 
fcendants, who feemed to hint, that by John's 
contrivance^ JHEenry won the battle ; but as 
Henry conferred honours upon many of his 
afiiftants, why then was John negledted ? 



Both armies, the next day, Aug. 2|, 

1 

were fully employed. Richard drew up his 
men in battalia, with as much odentation, 

F and 
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and as broad a front, as his numbers would 
allow; to anfwcr the fame end as their 
pompous approach to Leicefter* While 
Henry marched . from Atherftone, over 
We therly- bridge, almoft to the two mile 
ftone i then turned to the left, along Fen- 
lane, croiTed the little rivulet of Tweed, 
which divides Bofworth-Field from the 
meadows, and encamped in the firft clofe 
on the left, in the IVhite-moors^ one mile 
from the top of Amyon-hill, and half one 
behind Sir William's camp.. 

An army could fcarccly proceed with 
greater fecrecy, or expedition, than Henry's 
had done* From his landing at Milford- 
Haven, he had marched through Wales to 
Shrewfbury, and from thence to Bofworth-^ 
Field, in fifteen days. Though no warrior, 
he knew that dela)^5 were dangerous, that 

marching 
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marching kept up the Jpirit of a people, 
though it fatigued the body. He remem^* 
bered the fate of Buckingham. 



Whether the fuperior talents of Heiiry, 
or thofe of John Hard wick, fixed Upon this 
fpot fof the camp^ is uncertain, but nothing 
could be better chofen. His left, and 
rear, were fccured by the brook, the rights 
by a fwamp, and Sir William became a 
guard to his front. 



The two armies muft have been in view 
of each other all the day. Here they both 
refted for that night, a little more than 
two miles afunder^ What midnight hor-^ 
rors rent the foul of Richard, or what an-* 
gelic vifions appeared to conifort Henry, 
I leave to the poetic talents of a Lan- 

F 2 caftrian 
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caftrian, and (hall only obferve, that nei« 
ther of them could court repofe on the 
eve of fo momentous a day^r 



BofiBorth Fields everlaftingly famou€f de-> 
ri^es its hiftorical name from Bofwortb, a 
fiiabby market town on the weftern borders 
of Leicefter(hire, one mile diftant. Its 
real name is Redmoor Plain, from the co- 
lour of the foil; as the meadows on the 
wefl are called White^moors for the fame 
reafon. It belongs to Sutton- Cheney, an 
adjacent village on the eaft. It is rather 
of an oval form» about two miles long» and 
one broad, and is nearly in a line between 
Bofworth and Atherftone. The fuperficial 
contents may be fifteen hundred acres, in- 
clofed in a ring fence. Part is wafte land, 
part in grafs^ and part in tillage. The 

whole 
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whole field is uneven. The fouth end» 
where Henry approached, is three miles 
from Bofworth, now a wood of four or 
five hundred acres, and is bounded by the 
above rivulet. About thirty yards above 
the wood is a fpring called at this day King 
Richard's well. A fmall difcharge of water 
flows from the well, diredly down the hill, 
through the wood, into the rivulet, but 
having no channel cut for its paiTage, it pene* 
trates through the foil, and forms that mo- 
rafs, which Henry is faid to have left on 
his right. Aroyon-hill is nearly in the 
center of the field, and is by much the 
higheft ground ; the fummit is two or three 
hundred yards beyond the well. The hill 
has a deep defcent on every fide, but is 
ftccpeft towards the north, or the Bofworth 
fide, and terminates with a rill, a bog, and 
a flat^ called ^ftfyon lays. The field extends 

F 3 a 
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a mile farther towards Bofworth, but that 
part was not the fcenc of adlion. 



Not one human being refides upon this 
defolate field, or near it; as if tiat plzce 
was fludioufly avoided which had been the 
fcene of blood. The remains of two 
wretched mud-walled tenements are upon 
the very places once covered by the troops, 
Hewit's and another; but the families are 
fled, and the buildings in ruin« 



To have a clear view of this battle, it 
will be neceflary to expunge from our idea 
the prefent appearance of the country, 
and view it as in 1485* For this pur- 
pofe we mull confider all the adjacent lord- 
/hips uninclofed; and the whole fcene as an 
open country. We arc told by fome authors 
that the two armies approached Bof^ 

worth 
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worth Field with dtfign^ *' as a place meet 
•' for two to engage;*' but they forget that 
moft places were as meet. Thofe where 
Richard and Stanley were encamped, were 
better. Their march to the field was not 
impeded. The ground over which Rich- 
ard's broken forces retreated to Crown-hill, 
now full of fences, was- then wholly with- 
out. Richmond's approach to the field 
was through an open country, but is now 
an inclofed lane fix miles lottg. Bofworth 
Field, which was one piece of unculti- 
vated land, without hedge or timber, is 
now To altered with both, that nothing re- 
mains of its former appearance but the Hiape 
of the ground. Henry's camp runs in a 
ftraight line,*about 300 yards from the brook 
he had croffed, towards Amyon-hill, fomc- 
times within the wood, and fomctimes on 
the White-moors, according to the zig zag 

F^ of 
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of the fence; which proves, that neither 
the wood nor the hedge were then in being. 
This hedge now divides the manors of 
Sutton and Shanton, but if hedges did not 
then divide the manors^ it is reafonable to 
fuppofe they did not divide the interior 
parts. Stoke was the firft lordfhip in- 
clofed, in about 1584, Shanton in 1646^ 
and Sutton is yet open. 



All the authors that ever wrote on this 
battle, three excepted^ are partial to Henry 1 
and partiality, at heft, difguifes truth. 
They give him every advantage of perfon, 
intelleiftual powers, valour, and the aflift- 
ance of providence, when in reality he was 
not entitled to one half. SonSb tell us his 
face (hone like an angel's, others, that he 
fiicceeded from the pious prayers of his mo- 
tlier; others wjll not allow his army to 

confift 
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confifl of 5000 men^ and fome are inclined 
to make him beat Richard almofl: without 
an army. The tide of fcntiment ran only 
one way^ and that in favour of the houfe of 
Lancafter. But were I allowed to treat 
royalty with plainnefs^ Richard was an ac- 
complKhed rafcal, and Henry not one jot 
better. Which had the greateft right to 
the crown, is no part of the argument; 
neither of them had any. Perhaps their 
chief difference of character confifled in 
Richard's murdering two men for Henry's 
one; but as a fmall counter- balance, Rich- 
ard had fome excellencies, to which the 
other was a ftranger. Though we are left 
in the dark with regard to Richmond's army^ 
yet, if we confider the numbers that joined 
him in his march through Wales, under 
their powerful leaders, Griffith, Morgan, 
^ llcrbert, ap-Thomas, Blount; and in Engr- 

land. 
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land, with Hungerford, Boucher, Byron, 
Savage, Sandford^ Digby^ Hardwick^ and 
inaDy others; alfo the 2000 French^ and the 
2000 brought by Talbot at Newport, his 
numbers could not have been (6 few as re- 
prefented by the Lancaflrian writers. The 
fame prejudice which diminiOied Henry's 
numbers augmented Richard's* If we 
attentively furvey the camps of the four Ge-- 
nerals at Bofworth Fi^ld, the night pre^ 
ceeding the battle, it may throw fome light 
on this dark fubjcd, which has been the 
conteft of ages. Though the camps can- 
not declare the numbers of each, they feem 
to declare what proportion they bore to each 
other. Richard's is by far the moft exten- 
Cve, and with the breaft work, covers about 
eighteen acres. Modern cultivation is a 
dreadful enemy to antiquity. The huf- 
fcandman has with great labour, deflroyed 

the 
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the extent and uniformity of thefe camps; 
I could not help fmiling while I converfed 
with the farmer who refides upon the verge 
of Richard's, when he repeatedly curfed 
him for fpoiling his land; and I aiked him 
whether the (hade of Richard might not 
with equal propriety curfe him for fpoilirjg 
his camp ? Richmond's is the mofl: obli-^ 
terated; but according to thebeft obfervation 
I could make, it covers fix or feven acres, 
jLord Stanley's proceeds along the fummit 
of an eminence, in two lines, is perhaps 
four acres; and Sir William's, more com- 
pa£):, and more circular, covers about three, 
henqe we may reafonably fuppofe, the 
King brought into the field 12,000 men, 
Richmond piore than feven. Lord Stanley 
five, and Sir William three. 



We are now entering upon one of the 

mofl 
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mod important days in the BritCh annats, 
Monday the 22d of Auguft, I4^5f which 
finfwcrs to our prcfcnt September 2, a day 
which terminated the conteft between the 
rofes. A ftream of Englifh blood had oon* 
tinned to flow for thirty years^ occaiioned 
by the fword, and the axe. The royal fa- 
mily, though numerous, was nearly ex- 
tind):, the nobility almofl deftroyed, and 
the nation itfelf, thinned of inhabitants. 
There had already been many battles, and 
fome of them very deftruftive, but this wai 
the only one decifive. Though the united 
ftrength of all the parties brought into Bof- 
worth Field, did not exceed 28,000 men, 
yet there had not been a battle (incc that of 
Haftings, 419 years before, of fuch im- 
portance ; and, as the importance of Haf- 
tings confided in the fall of Harold, fo 
did that of Bofworth in the fall of Richard. 

Both 
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Both the foverelgns were ufurpers, and both 
were conquered, and fuccccdcd by thofc 
who had no more right than themfelves. 
The death of Harold was owing to a ran- 
dom (hot, that of Richard to a daring fpi- 
rit, but the refult of both was the fame» 
. the lofs of a kingdom. The crown was 
now to be difputed, with the utmoft acri- 
mony, by two of the ableft politicians 
that ever wore one; they were both wife, 
and both crafty; equally ambitious, and 
equally llrangers to probity. Richard was 
better verfed in arms, Henry was better 
ferved. Richard was bra?e, Henry a 
coward. Richard was about five feet four^ 
rather runted, but only made crooked by his 
enemies; and wanted fix weeks of thirty* 
three. Henry was twenty- feven, (lender^ 
and near five feet nine, with a faturninc 
countenanse, yellow hair, and grey eyes. 

3 Richard 
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Richard was a man of the deepeft pene-* 
tration ! perfedlly adapted to form, alid ex- 
ecute a plan ; for he generally carried wh^t 
another durft not attempt, and yet in him, 
we have a ftriking inftance of the /hortnefs 
of human forefight. He little thought, 
when he was clearing his way to the throne, 
by murder, he was murdering for Henry ! 
that he was clearing the way for a man, 
whom, of all men, he moil detefted ; that 
by cutting off one obftacle, he only opened 
a profpeA for another, and by deftroying 
thofc who guarded the crown for the Plan^- 
tagenet family, he paved a road for the 
Tudor. 



Sir Simon Digby, having penetrated into 
Richard's camp, in thecharadter of anight 
fpy, at the utmoft hazard of his life, return- 
ed; and informed Henry, at day-break, that 

the 
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the king was preparing for' battle. Rich- 
mond's trumpets founded to arms. From 
this time till the engagement commenced^ 
was about fix hours, from four till ten in 
the morning. 



The firft perfons who attended the king, 
were Lovell, the Lord Chamberlain; Catefby, 
the Attorney-General; and Sir Richard 
RatcliiFe, all privy councellors, to whom 
he uttered the ilUbodings of his heart. 
Ifluing from his tent, by twilight, he ob- 
ferved a centinel afleep, and is faid to have 
ftabbcd him, with this remark, •* I found 
^* him afleep, and have left him as I found 
" him.'' Perhaps this was.the only perfon 
Richard ever piit to death, who deferved it. 

He left his tents ftanding, and com- 
manded the troops to rendezTous in Sutton 

field. 
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field, about the midway to Amyon-hilh 
Here he drew up in order of battle; his 
right extended towards the north end of 
the field, where he made his oration, from 
which the place acquired, and flill bears 
the name of Dicker! s-nook. 



Though hiftory and tradition are filent, 
with regard to Lord Stanley's movements, 
yet there is not a doubt but he marched, 
and halted with Richard, as if folely at- 
tached to his caufe, flill keeping a little to 
the rear of his left, for it was evidently his 
defign to amufe his maAer till the lad mo^ 
ment. 



Richmond (ent aa exprefs to Lord Stan- 
ley, requefting his afliftance in forming his 
men, for he earneftly wiA^d to have Stan- 
ky with him for fear of a diftppointment ; 

but 



btit he re<tttfted for anfwer, ** that fh6 JS'arl 
" muft fbrtti them bhttfelf, he «»ouId (fome 
^ at a cOilVcitfieAt fei^rciff." He iftefwdrds, 
however, left his 6vfti cdrjjs to the care' of 
an officer, and |yriratefy afiffted fdt a (hoft 
time. 

Hetfry, thotfgh hiferior to Richard iii 
i)<iihber», had more horfe!. Both sLfOiiti 
vver« driwft vp etftdlfy arlike, each hi tt(^6 
tiftd^^ fh6 b6^->tiMn( in the front, th6 hi\U 
«efr in thtf fear, and the hoffe formed tie 
wi«g»« T%e priiie^pil 6ffieers Were iit af. 
indiH'^ thai it, «ich wote ^ coat of imff^ 
and 2 iMllllef. l/9tfy maat catried i f^rd, 
fc^whieh W6f6 addled, fcrr the Cavalry, i 
fp«ar, and for the infanti^, foifte a fybW, 
fome a bill, and fonwe a baMfer'a±. f aA 
inclined to think Richard had artillery, 
Ihofigh thi^ h iMt tuthtkmd by any au. 

G thorj 



ta THE BATTLE OF 

thor; bccaufe it was ufed in the royal army 
long before that period; and old Hewst, 
who refided fourfcore years upon the fpot, 
where the battle was fought, aflured me he 
had found three or four cannon balls, of a 
fraallifli fize, in his garden, and pointed to 
the places; I have alfo other authority. 
Richard was drefled in the fame fuit of 
armour, of polifhed fteel, in which, four- 
teen years before, he won the battle, of 
Tewkcfbury. We are told he had his crown 
upon his head. He had. But this is an 
unfair reprefentation ; for we fhould Jup- 
pofe he wore his crown, as a man wears his 
his hat; whereas, he wore the helmet be- 
longing to the fuit, and upon this the 
crown was fixed, by way of creft; t|ie 
pradlicc of knighthood. 



Richard's front line was commanded by 

John 
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John Howard Duke of Norfolk, a faithful 
veteran, affifted by his fon Thomas Earl of 
Surry, the fecond by the King himfelf. 
In the right of this line, Henry Earl of 
Northumberland led a confiderable body. 



Richmond's front, for want of numbers, 
was fpread very thin, to (hew to the greater 
adv;mtage ; and \va.s commanded by John 
de Vere, Earl of Oxford, a firm adherent 
to the houfe of Lancafter, whofe father and 
brother, twenty- four years before, died 
upon one fcaffold, for the fame caufe.. 
This able commander knew well how to 
marfhall Henry's men, and as well how to 
fight them. From him are defcended the 
houfes of St. Alban*s and Townfhend. 
Over the right win'5 ^^'^^ appointed Sir Gil- 
bert Talbot, who joined Henry at New.:t 
port, with the Shrewfbury intercft; a man 

G 2 of 
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of experience and valour, anceftor to the 
Barls of Shrewfbury and Talbot. Sir John 
Savage comoianded the left, and proved 
himfelf worthy of the commands Henry 
diredted the fecond line, or rather his uncle 
the Earl of Pembroke, a perfon of wifdom 
and prudence. An officer of reputation 
of the name of Barnard, faid to have been 
defcended from the royal line of Scotland^ 
commanded the French. Henry kflew 
nothings from experience, of the art of war^^ 
neither had he the leaft relifli for it, or 
wi(h to attain it. 



The two chiefs rode through the ranks, 
and are faid to have addreflfed their follower* 
in an oratorial harrangue, wherein they 
plentifully abufed each other. But thefc 
ipecches, like thofe of the If oufe of Com- 
mons, perhaps meet the eye rather mended. 

I Wc 
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We can hardly fuppofe each could extend his 
eloquence to a hundred and fifty lines in 
folio. 



^^ Richard aflured his well beloved fol- 
^^ lowers, that he owed the crown to their 
^^ wifdom, that he had been guided by their 
^* coundl, and had approved himfelf a juft 
** king. That this day would try their afr 
^* fedtions^ that he hoped they would keep 
^* by their valour, what they had gained by 
'^ their prudence ; that if they wUhed to 
'^ live together like brethren, they muft 
^ fight like lions. That the devil had en* 
'* tered into the heart of an unknown 
^^ Welchman, who, aided by a company 
**" of beggarly thieves, attempted to rob him 
^^ of his royal dignity ; that Richmond was 
•* a Welch milkfop, without courage, or 
^' experience in martial deeds^ totally un* 

G 3 *^ fit 
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** fit to command an army; that they had 
*' nothing to fear from triitors and runa- 
'^ gates* That when they fhould fee hU 
" banner difplayed, they would dread the 
" divine vetigpance for ading againft their 
** fovcreign, and fubmit to m;ercy. That 
^* the French were braggerf and. cowards^ 
*^ had often been vanquiftied by his ancef- 
** tors, the Plantagenets, and were more 
^' apt to run than to fight ; and that he him^- 
•* felf would that day triumph cither ia 
*' viftpry or dwth." '• 



. This fpeeeh, as is often the cafe with 
fpeeches, contains fome truths, but more 
falfehoods; it varies much from that deli- 
vered by the Duke of Cumberland, at the 
battle of Culloden, who remarked, *' If 
^* any man is unwilling to engage, either 
^' from fcntiment or fear, he fliail have free 

*• liberty 
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** liberty to depart/' But had Richard 
made this declaration, two thirds of his 
army would have inftantly vaniflicd. 



The oration was followed by a feeble 
huzza, after which, the army marched in 
battalia, to Amyon-hill, where they arrived 
before Henry. Here then muft terminate 
the laft ftagc of a fhort and turbulent life. 
Here the exertion of all his powers, in pur- 
fuit of glory, muft end, in ignomini- 
oufly falling in one of the moft dreary fpots 
in his whole dominions. He muft lofe 
that crown for which he had ardently ftrug- 
gled, had bafely obtained, and held dearer 
than himfclf. Difrobed of royal ermine, he 
muft be degraded beneath a man, hacked 
to pieces with the fwords of Plebeans, dio 
execrating thofe he was unable to kill; be 
exhibited naked to every eye hut that of a 

/ G 4 friend. 
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friend^ covered with filthy (irenchcd in thf 
blpo4 of thofe^ who had fallcp by ki^ fwprdf 
lie undiftioguifhed ampng rabbl^i mi ]is»V9 
a chara£ter which no man would envy. 
This deplorable end of greatnpfs but ill 
cprrefponds with the Lord's ^ngint(d. 



The King's right extended to th? dcpUtr 
vlty of thp hill, on the Bofworth fide^ 
called Cornhill-fri)??^ or Aniyon-lays, ai)4 
his left towards BLiqg Richard's weU. 

Henry in armour, with his helmet 19 

his hand, rodp ampng the c^valr^, and 

afterwards qiounted a }ittle hjlli wber^ be 

addreffed the infaptry. If p obfeFvedt '^ thdt 

'' if eyer the Almighty %^ift?4 the ianq^ 

^' cent, or made virtue triun^ph^t over 

^* villainy, they were certain of viftpry. 

'^ That nothing co^l^ 1)^ fnpre laudable 

^' than 
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(han to fight agaipA: a murderer a de- 
jftroyer of hi^ owo bloody an cxpuoger of 
^' nobility » a firebrand which confiimed the 
^' country. That Richard and his guilty 
'^foUowtrSt bad wrongfully difinhariCed 
*^ bim of his lawful rights and unjuftly 
*' aflumed Uie title of king. He added^ 
^^ they occupy your eftatea^ cut down your 
** timber^ and turn out your families to 
'^ ftarire. I doubt not but God will deliver 
^^ them into our hands, or prick their con«« 
** fciences, and caufe them to fly. Many 
^^ follow the tyrant through fear, and only 
''wait an opportunity to join us, and fhew 
'' they are our friends. Should we be 
^' conquered what mercy can we exped: 
'' from a man who fhewed none to his 
^' friends, his brother, his nephews, and his 
«* wife? We cannot retreat without deftruc- 
^^ tion. What though our numbers be 

*• few i 
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'* few; the greater will be our praife if we 
*^ vanquifh,'and if we fall, the more glorious 
^* our death." 



Here we bjehold two Princes, in difputing 
for a crown defcend below the gentleman, 
and vilify each other in the language of 
two Pprters difputing for a trufs. Though 
perhaps, this oration was not much truer 
than the other, yet Henry, brought up in 
private life, had n)uch the advantage of 
Richard, for as he had not formed a charac- 
ter, he could lofe none; but Richard, long 
upon the flage of adlion, had parted with 
his, never to recover it. 



While Lord Stanley was forming, the King 

fentSir Robert Brakcnbury with this fingu* 

lar, but dreadful meffage. ^* My Lord, the 

** King falutes you, and commands your 

. 4 " immediate 
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" immediate attendance, with your bands, 
** or by ■ your fon (hall inftantly 

** die/' About the fame time Sir Reginald 
Bray arrived from Henry, prefling Lord 
Stanley to join him. He replied to Bra- 
kenbury, *' If the King ftains his honour 
** with the blood of my fon, I have more; 
*'• but why^lhould he fufFer, I have not lifted 
*' a hand againft: him; I will come at a 

*^ convenient time." . 



Lord Stanley fcems to have given up his 
fon for- loft; but willing, in the laft mo- 
ments, to exert every effort in his favour, 
took Bray aiide, and ordered him to poft 
back to Richmond, about a mile diftant, 
and pr?fs him to advance with all fpeed, 
againft the royal army* This adive mea- 
fare was intended to employ Richard other- 
wife than in ej^ecutions. 

Brakenbury 



I 
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Brakenbuiy having delivered Stanley's 
anfWer, Richard exclaimed in anger^ 
*' This is a falfe pretence. He is a traitor^ 
•* and young Strange (hall die/' and ordered 
Catefby to fee it inAantly done« 

While the executioner was preparing the 
axe, and the block; and the youths in the 
near profpeA of his awful fate, was taken 
out of the hands of the tent-keeper, as a 
viftim for execution; Lord Ferrers of 
Chartley, a man of great honor, and huma- 
nity, touched with compaflion, ventured to 
remonftrate to the King, •' That whatever 
** were the father's crimes, the fon was in- 
•* noccnt, and it would be cruel to punifli 
'< the innocent for the guilty; that it might 
** bring difgrace upon their arms, if any 
<« blood was fhed that day, except by the 
*^ fword; that envious tongues had already 

** been 
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^< been too free with his princely charader^ 
^^ but this would give them greater fcopc j 
*' that there could be no evil in one day's 
'^ delay, and then punifhment might be 

inflicted where ptiaiibmeM was due. 

That Stanley had not yet declared againft 
^* them, but this rafli execution wookl 
'^ oblige him« That from a family con^ 
'^ nexion he might not choofe openly to 
*^ efpoufe the King's caitfe, but wait fottic 
'^ critical moment^ or perhaps wait to de« 
'< ctare for the vidkor; that it was better to 
<f keep the matter doubtfttl than force him 
^' to become their enemy 1 and^ ihould the 
^' rebels be vidorioiM^ they would douUy 
^' retaliate the death of Strange. It can 
<( do your caofe no ftrvice^ continued he, 
•* to take his life, bat may an injwy/'— 
f convinced by Ferrers^s realons^ 
ordered the exdcotion to be deidycd, and 

perhaps 
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perhaps this was the firft order of blood 
he ever revoked. 



The King continued in battalia near the 
top of the hill, unwilling tolofe his advan- 
tageous ground, while Henry unfurled his' 
banners, founded the march of death, and* 
advanced from the meadows below. 



We are told by our hiftorians, of " a great 
marfli, that Henry was obliged to pafs,* 
though now drained by cultivation/* This 
is another miftakc; there neither is, nor 
ever was one, or any obdrudion, but' 
the rivulet mentioned before, which a man' 
might eafily jump over; or perhaps when* 
Henry paffed it, he might walk over dry- 
fliod; for at that feafon of the year, the 
land fprings are low, and we have reafon to 
conclude from three little incidents, that 

the 
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the weather was fair, which would keep 
them lower, . When Richard entered Lei- 
cefter, five days before, it was after fun-fct, 
which fuppofes that the fun ^?L%feen to fct* 
In the morning of the battle, it was faid. 
to (hine on Henry's back, and in the King's 
face; and when Richard's body was after- 
wards found among the flain, it was covered 
with duji. All which indicate a fair feafon : 
hence we may reafonably conclude, the 
current was fufpended. 



Richard was fo accompli(hed a general, 
that we can hardly fuppofe him guilty of 
an overfight; other wife he feems to have 
miffed a fair opportunity in not waiting for 
Henry at We therly- bridge, alfo when he 
perceived him approach the rivulet, the 
evening before, he might have advanced and 
engaged him to great advantage* A good 

general. 
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g€ii€ra}^ if hq ciil avoid it^ will not be at* 
tacked. Oliver always Aruck the firft 
blow« To wait damps the courage of the 
people. Though the current ceafed to flow, 
yet the wattr covering the hollows of the 
bed I the baitks^ in £6tnc places being two 
or three feet high; the channel forming i 
curve^ and Henry's army a ftraight line^ their 
ranks for a moment would have been 
broken I wbeti^ having an army within bow-^ 

(hot of their front, n<> Wonder if confofion 

» 

had enfued. Thefe thoughts could not 
elcapo Richard; but \» might confider, his 
fitAiation would be eSccUent ; that Henrjr 
muft begin the attack at a great difadvaii^ 
tage^ for the Hill Was againft him. He 
wtfhed Henry to fi£bt> and if he obftruded 
htspaffi^, he might decline the ^tOjon, 
or might attempt aaofher pafTage, and caoie 
the KiAg to k>fe bis advantageous ground. 

Richard's 
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ktchard's was too excellent a iituatioa 
to be rifked eren for a better* 



Richmond having pafTed thefe difficuU 
ties unmolcftcd, flowly marched up the af- 
cent, where the wood now ftands, the mo* 
rafs formed by King Richard's well, being 
on his rightt and the fun, not on his back> 
or his right hand, but between both 1 the 
King's troops looking on with their bows 
bent. 



As Henry marched forwards he (eemed 
to drive Sir William before him, fof in 
half an hour he would pafs dver the camp 
he had quitted. Sir William advanced to 
the north of the hill, and took his ftation 
near Amyon-lays* — Here, I apprehend 4he 
King^s artillery played upon the enemy; 
cbe ball^ found in Hewitts garden, cor- 

H ' roborates 
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roboratcs the remark. But I could never 
learn that any execution enfued; perhaps 
this kind of warlike implement, not being 
well underftood, made no great figure in 
military praAice. 

The two armies drawing near each other, 
Richard's moved a few paces, and both be- 
gan the bloody fcene with a difcharge of 
arrows. The fear of not being foon 
enough is apt to caufe us to be too foon. 
Perhaps from too great a diftanfe not much 
execution was done; but both continuing 
to advance, inflantly came to a clofe en- 
gagement, fword in hand,, and the bow was 
not much iifcd after. Confufion, tuniult, 
and death was the refult, Richmond's 
people fought with £bme fpirit, knowing 
they muft conquer or die. Their all was 
at ilake; they expe(^d no quarter^ for in 

all 
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dll the battles betweeen the two rofes^ the 
axe and the haltar finifhed what the fword 
began. Richard's people fought like men, 
not hearty in the caufe. He was no fa- 
vourite; they were preflcd into his fervice; 
Henry's were volunteers. If Richard won 
the battle, his men could not be gainers, 
nor much loofers if he loft it ; they were 
indifferent, and indifference is feldom 
crowned with fuccefsj fome were deter- 
mined not to fight* 



During the dreadful conflict, the Ear} of 
Oxford obferving his line rather fcattered, 
becaufe fpread for (hew, ordered that every 
man (hould keep near the ftandard. This 
caufing his men to unite, aftonifhed the 
King's forces, who defifted from fighting, 
in dread of fome mafter-ftroke of general- 
fhipj but recovering from their fears, they 

H 2 reviewed 
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renewed tfab battle, to which Oxford obliged 
them by beginning fir ft. 



Oxford, by dofing his men, bad Shortened 
his line, which Norfolk perceiving, ex- 
tended his 1^ with intent to furround him ; 
at that moment Lord Stanley, from flanking 
both, now joined the right of Richmoud, 
and faced Richard^s left, which prevented 
deftroAion, and proved a fecond aftoni(h- 
ment to the royalifls. If we detach dejign 
from aSlioriy Oxford feems to have taken an 
imprudent flep in clofing his ranks, becanfe 
the King would out-flank him., fiut he 
was apprized, no doubt, of the determi- 
nations in the little clofe at Atherftone, and 
narrowed his front with a view to make 



way for Stanley. 



>^^7/: 



^*^> 



Norfolk and Oxford, feadtog the vans, 

naturally 
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natarallj approached each other, and though 
Sheltered under their helniets, Norfolk 
knew Oxford by the device on his enfign, 
a ftar with rzys, and he knew Norfolk by 
his filver lion. Here we behold the dire 
cfiefts of party rage. A man becomes ran- 
corous even againft his relations, and (beds 
that blood which is allied to his own. 
Thefe brave commanders had lived in 
fricndfhip, and were of one family, Ox- 
ford's mother being a Howard, and firft 
coufin to the Duke. They perfonally at- 
tacked each other with their fpears, till 
they were (hivered to pieces, then each drew 
his fword. Norfolk '^ave the firft blow at 
Oxford's head, which, Aiding down his 
helmet, glanced on the ihoulder, and 
wounded him in the left arm. Oxford, 
enraged, returned the blow, and hewed the 
bjeaver from Norfolk's helnoteti leaving the 

H 3 face 
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face bare. Oxford, difdaining to fight 9 
man unguarded, declined the combat, and 
retreated a few paces, when inflantly, an 
arrow from a diftant, and unknown liand, 
hit the Dpke in the face^ and pierced the 
brain — r- Thus fell John Howard, Duke 
of Norfolk, one of the faireft charafters of 
the age, notwithflanding his adherence to 
Richard, He was defceqded from the 
Mowbrays, Dukes of Norfolk, and by a 
daughter of Brotherton, from the Royal 
line. He was early bred to arms, and had, 
while Sir John Howard, faithfully fcrved 
Edward the Fourth, in the Lancaftrian 
quarrel, who raifed him to peerage by the 
the title of Lord Howard; and Richard 
the Third, in the firft of his reign, 
conferfed on him the Dukedom of Nor- 
folk, and on his fon the Earldom of Surry, 
l)p|h whi9h his dcfcendant? enjoy. He 

was 
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was warned by a bundle of papers left 
at his gate not to join Richard^ and again, 
by a courfe rhyme upon his tent door, the 
night preceding the battle 

•* Jack of Norfolk be not too bold, 

** For Dick en thy mader is bought and fold;*' 

% 

but he had taken an oath to Richard, and 
he could not recede. He revered the King^ 
but lamented the errors pf the man.^^ 
Oxford, though an enemy, felt for his fall, 
and declared, '* A better knight could not 
^* die, though he might in a better caufe." 



Surry had already afted the hero, but his 
father's death infpired him with fuch re- 
venge, that he laid feveral at his feet ; he 
followed his blow as if determined his fingle 
fword (hould win the field; when ap- 
proaching Talbot, they furioufly engaged^ 
Talbot was provoked that a veteran, like 

% 

H 4 himfelf 
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himftlf, could not overcome a ftripling zU 
moft in his firft appearance in arms. Some 
of his followers furrounded young Surry , with 
a defign to take him alive, but he rcfolvcd 
not to yield, but die, as his father had juft 
done, fword in hand. Here an afFefting 
fpciftacle offers, two worthy charadlcrs, 
Norfolk and Surry, the firft ftretched a 
vi&im at the feet of bis fon, and the fon 
oppreiTed by thofe who had caufed the 
death of his father, without one friend ta 
fupport him. He fought in the midft of 
numbers till his flrength was exhauded, 
when two of the King's courageous knights. 
Sir Richard Clarendon, and Sir Williani 
Conyers, were refolved to refcue him of 
perifh in the attempt. This Savage ob- 
ferving, who himfelf as well as his fword, 
was dyed in blood, furroundecj them 
with fqme pf his people, who cut thetn 

19 
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to pieces^ Savage made many attempts to 
fave them» but could not; and now, Surry 
was again left alone to cope with a fur^ 
rounding mu^itude, and his powers gone. 
This being remarked, a fecond attempt 
was made, by a private foldier to take him 
prifoner, which Surry difdaining, colleifted 
flrength from anger, and at one defp^rate 
blow, cut off his arm, which fell to tha 
ground* This done^ he prefented the hilt 
of his fword to Talbot, defiring him to 
put a period to his life, that it might not 
be taken by an ignoble hand. ** God for- 
^* bid, fays the generous Talbot, that | 
^ fhould (lain my charafter with the blood 
" of fo brave a youth. You have not erred j 
^* the fault was your father's/* ** I wonder, 
^* replied Surry, that the noble Talbot flioulcf 
^^ infult the vanquifhed, in diftrcfs. We 
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" had the right, but the fword is transfer* 
** ring it to you* I (hall never repent the 
" cboipe I made, neither can my honour 
" fuffer by that choice. Our maxim is, 
** To/upport th( Crown ofEngland^ Who- 
** ever wfars it, I will fight for; nay, wjprc 
'^ it placed upon i hedge-ftake, I fhould 
" think it my duty^ to defend it/' This 
jC.xpreffion was afterwards reported to 
Henry; and though Surry was fent to the 
Tower, it proved a means of reconciliation^ 
and he afterwards fulfilled bis own remark, 
by becoming a faithful adherent to |Ienry. 
This Earl of Surry may be faid to have 
produced a Houfe of Lords ^ for from him 
(}efcended eleven diflinA families of the 
li^mt of Hofward^ who rofe into Peerage, 
by the titles of Norfolk, Nottingham, 
Pijjdoni Northampton, Efkrick, Noryvich, 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk, Berkihire, Carlifle, Stafford, and 
Effingham ; a fimilar cafe of fertile nobi-r 
)ity is not upon record* 

It was now pad eleven. The battle had 
pontinued abopt one hour» without much 
advantage gained by either fide, except^ that 
J^ichard b^d loft Norfolk and Syrry^ his 
principal officers. No part of their forces 
had been vanquifhed. Only the front line 
of each army had been engaged, nor had 
they mOch varied their grounds The two 
chiefs had kept their ftation^ Richard in 
the center of his re^r, and Henry, to- 
W^trds the )eft of his; when Richard, at- 
tended by his oncers, making an effort 
to affift the van, a fcoutcaipe upon the full 
f un, and informed the King, *« that Richr 
" mond was pofted behind the hill, with 
f* a flcnder attendance/' Richard, fired at 

the 



r 
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the news, altered his dcfign of reinforcing 
the van, and marching up the afcent, the 
perfon of Henry was particularly pointed 
out to him, for he did not know him. He 
grafped his fpcar, fixed it in the refl,.and 
exclaimed, " Let all true Knights attend 
^' me, and I will foon put an end to the 
/•quarrel; but if none will follow, I will 
>* try the caufe alone/* 



After fuch a declaration, it would have 
been difficult even for a coward to (lay be- 
bind. He inftantly fpurred his horfe into 
a gallop, and rode out of the right flank, 
attended, among others, by Francis Lord 
Vifcount Lovell, Walter Lord Ferrers, 
Sir Richard RadcliiFc, Sir Gervis Clifton, 
Sir Robert Brakenbury, Sir William 
Catefby, &c, with their followers; none 
pf them file wing figns of fear, except 

Catefby. 
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Catclby, They rode dircdtly towards Hen- 
ry, with the King in frant, and Sir Wil- 
liam Stanley with 3,000 men ftanding neu- 
ter at his right elbow. It is a nKlancholy 
refle£tion, but was happily hid from their 
tycs, that every one of them^Xovellexcepttd, 
was following his Sovereign to death ! 



Richard is repreiented as baTtog loft the 
battle^ and difdaining to furvive the dif^ 
grace, ruihod into the heat of the aiftiou^ 
to fell his life at the deareft rate. Here 
ieems another miftake; ibr this defperale 
plan, formed in a momeat, was not an ill- 
concerted one: he was ftill uncertaia 
whether Staniey would declare for Henry, 
and as Henry was thinly guarded, heftood 
a fair chance, by a bold ftroke, of being 
inftantly di^tched, and then the field was 
won. Befides, Richard's courage was iavin* 

3 cible,. 
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cible, ten Aich men might have withftood t 
hundred. This was one of thofe daring en- 
terprizes^ which is condemned or applaud- 
edy according to its good or ill fuccefs. fiy 
the laft fentence in his oration, he Teemed 
refblved to embrace an opening, ihould one 
offer, however dangerous. 



Though Richard took his fpear, he did 
not ufe it, but trufled to his fword. Sir 
William Brandon , the EarVs flandard 
bearer, was the firfl perfon he approached, 
who, fafcinated as with a bafilifk, at the 
intrepid boldnefs of the King, could nei- 
ther refift nor depart, but feemcd to fall by 
his own aftoni{hment. Richard at one 
ftroke, cleft his head, feized the ftandard, 
and with a vengeance threw it on the ground. 
This was a red dragon, upon a green and 
white filk, the enfign of Cadwallador, the 

laft 
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laft king of the Britons^ maternal anceftor 
to Henry. ' 



He inilantly attacked the powerful Sir 
John Cheney, who, after the faint refinance 
of a moment, was unhorfed. Thefc were 
not the a£ts of a little, puny, decrepit fel- 
low, with a withered arm ! He paid no at* 
tention to thofe on the right, or the left, 
except to kill them, but the fpirit of the 
hero growing into that of the mad-man, he 
thought of nothing but cutting his way to 
Henry. 

If Henry moved at all it was backwards. 
He continually permitted his people to in- 
terfere, fuffered their numbers to thicken, 
and never (hewed the leaft fign of advance- 
ing. The ferocity of Richard would have 
terrified a better man than Henry, 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto Richard*s was a well laid plan j 
he was winning a battle by confternation on 
one fide, and valour on the other. All fides 
gave way; Richmond was in the utmofi: 
danger, and fortune feemed much inclined 
in the King's favour. Sir William Stanley 
obiervlng this, iuftantly clofed with his 
3,000 men, nearly furrounded thofe with 
the King, prevented others from advanc- 
ing, who /hewed no great inclination to 
advance, and by dint of numbers, and fur- 
prize, gave an efifedual tarn to the fortune 
of the day. This was perhaps the moft cri- 
tical moment in Richard's life. Viftory 
had fufpended the fcales between the com- 
batants, which were as equally poized as 
with a level guinea. Richard's feemed at 
length to preponderate. She beheld it with 
a fmile; but inftantly turned away, Staqley 
threw his whole weight into Henry's fcale^ 

and 
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and tfafe Kioff's was found WtftitHr^. Had 
Sir WttliaiJt deferfed bis affiftanfci i)ut*oii6'. 
miflttte^ he might hivn deferred it fo^ tvtti 
Henry maft citber hitvd filkh or fied; 



*» 



HcK v^ ftind AttMled ^t ivro fitnikr 
ineidiiiits, ^Icb htlppttttil nesfrly together, 
IG ^hich hiflorjr cik)fA6t add ' a third. The' 
^ukeof Baekiagham, aS mei^tioiied before, 
was iht pt^fott W^ (et th^ er6vtrn upon 
RIcliard's Msd^ a!nd Rtchftrd^ inretdrn, cat 
(^jfBucktnghaiA^d^ Thaa a faVcmr too great 
to be rewarded v^ith benefits'^ is rewarded 
wifhfdeaei^. $$r William^ by this timcty 
fiippori, Pfzi itf& pet^fon who alone fet tfi^ 
etcmn on ¥kMf*n head, ftay^ ^htafps faved 
Mm l^lfcff an^ yet Kemy, ten years after, 
beHesided Sir Williatxi. One would rbinfc, 
if i man cottfers a remarkable farour, it 
^ght to be onf him wl}x> bas no powers of 

I ^turn 
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return, for fear of incurring the greateft in* 
jury. The only crime cpenly alledged 
againft this unhappy man was, that while 
Perkin Warbeck obtruded himfelf upon the 
world, for the Duke of York, he fliould fay, 
^' If I was fure he was the fon of Edward 
'' the Fourth, I would never draw my fword 
•' againft him." A man may be chairged 
with treafon iot fightings but we rarely find, 
him fo charged for declaring he will not. 
Henry was fond of feeing the officers of the 
crown grow rich by lucrative places, and as 
fond of quarrelling with them, that he 
might draw thofe riches to himfelf. Thus 
he filled the places, , and reaped the profits* 
Stanley loved money, was immenfely rich, 
and hiiS greateft crime was thought to be his 
wealth. Henry mufl have been a complete 
mafter of addrefs, or he durft not have ven- 
tured to pay a friendly vifit to Lord Stanley 
. 2 immediately 
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immediately after he had deftroyed hit 
brother. 



The eye of fear is ever watchful. Catefby 
was the iirft who faw the approach of Stan- 
ley, dppritsed the King of his daiiger^ and 
afiared him th^re wais no difgrace» when de« 
flrndion Was at hand, in confulting his 
&fc»y :,by flight; and inftantly retreated. 
Rickard, with an ^ngty look» branded him 
for a coward^ and declared that he himfclf 
wottld never fubmit. 



During this dreadful conflict it was the 
fortune of Brakenbiiry, and Hungerford to 
meet. Brakenbury called him traitor, and 
accufed him in the harfheft terms for defert^ 
ing his Sovereign, to ferve a rebel, and an 
out-law. Hungerford replied, *' He would 
\^ return him fomething more folid than 

1 2 ^ •*» words. 
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f< vrQs4it" "^^d ftiitted ^o violent a blow s^t 
his head, filvered with grey h^^n, a^ 
would have pierced his burganet^ hatf not 
Btak«X)Jbuty thjub onQinenti rai£bd his left ^rm 
tofti/ltifli'it; but iIm ¥i0lca^9 oft^^ Arojk^ 
Alt hU fltieUt ^4' i4nd(EiYed: ^ uielef%. 
Hangcrford-delivctedf bis owa taifg^t tp>. hh. 
£[loire> iajring at the (amt time to Brsdcen* 
buxTV '^ He would take no advantqgc^ of a 
€^ haked antagonift, they £boUld npiw ilgbt 
^' on equal terms/' But it; may be rej^ied^ 
though they were equal. in arms, they wem 
not equal in years, for it was active \if^ 
againft old age. Tbrpi renewed the cenflld^ 
aiming many furious blowa at each other's 
head^ till Brakenbury's helmet was knocked 
to pieces, and himicif iforely WQUoded* 
Boucher called out, ^^ t^rave* Hmigerfof di 
^^ fpare his life» he 1ia& been ouc friends 
*^and may be fo again?'' but it wsA.toa 
^' late 
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hte> bis wounds wcrt morta)^ tnd hh 
breached his laft on this ground. He 
was a gentlemaa of ftrift bdnour^ arid 
iproUld not cofadtibend to (lain bis bands 
with tbc blood of the joang Princes^ 
dtough feth$Lps tenpted by bis Sove* 
ttigri^ 



Sboald a tyraht kriie, who invades tht 
rights of mankiiid^ it would be prudent for 
everf man to rife againft bim^ becaufe all 
tre interefted; for the injaftice be ofiers to 
one, he would to anotbeh But when two 
wdrthlefs charafters^ like thofe of Richard 
tnd Henry, contend for that which neitlier 
have a right to, whatpitj it is they' are not 
left perfonally to decide the difpute, with- 
#ut drawing in the innocent, nay, even 
fathersv brothers, and £riends to deftroy each 
#tber^ Sir Joha Byron^ and Sir Gervis 

1 3 Clifto% 
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CliftoDy were intimate friends, and neigh- 
bours^ being both Nottlnghamfhlre 6en« 
tlemen. And though Byron fought under 
Henry, and Clifton under Richard, It no 
way dimlnlfhed their friendfhlp^ but proved, 
what rarely hfippens, thatfriendAIp genuine. 
They had exchanged -a prior oath, *' that If 
'^ either of them was vanquiflied, the other 
^* fhould intercede with the conquorer, that 
*• the eftate of the lofer might not be for- 
" felted, but enjoyed by his family-'* 
While Clifton was bravely fighting In the 
troop, he received a blow which overpow- 
ered him, and he fell. . Byron obfcrving the 
fall, quitted the ranks, and ran to the relief 
of his fuffcring friend, fuftained him on the 
ground, guarded him with his (hield, and 
intreated him to furrehder. Clifton re- 
plied, ** All is over; I beg my dfear friend 
f you will remember the oath between us. 
•I . . «• Victory 
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'< Viftory it your's. • Ufe all yoar intercft, 
" that my lands may not be taken from my 
^* children." The worthy Byron, upon the 
pbint of renewing his promife, perceived 
his friend was departing, and exclaimed 
with emotion, ** Stay, my dear Clifton, 
'* flay !" but alas ! the wound was mortal, and 
the unfortunate Clifton expired in the field 4 
Perhaps Byron performed the oath he took, 
and th£ promife he would have renewed ; 
for Sir Gervis Clifton, the defcendant of 
him who fell, now enjoys the fame eftate, 
which was pofTeOTed by his anceftors many 
centuries prior to the battle of Bofworth. 
The quarrel between the two rofes was 
peculiarly unfortunate to the Clifton family, 
for though this gentleman fell for. ibe houfe 
of York, his father, fourteen years before, 
being ^anquilhed at Tewkcfbury, in fight^ 
ing for thfii of Lancafter, was one of fixte^n 

I 4 officers 
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^^Setn vrh^ took Iwa&af^y in the church. 
^WWii lb(s Fourth purfued them with 
«, :4i»«Mi iwpni* but was met in the 
pWfi^J^.the pricftf who, prefenting thf 
fba00fif^h JK0ul4 not fuffer him to defik 
fha plttDCiii^fth'^iJoq^^ aor even enter tiU he 
bad promiied a pardoa^ A ftrikiag inftance 
of ecclefiaftical power. This was on Satttr« 
day the fourth of May, but by Monday^ 
fidwvd- had forgot his proa|iie> and 
broftgtit e^ry dne of them to the blodk. 



Richard might now be iaid to have been 
in ^e inidft of a fire, and that of his own 

kindling. He dontinned his ferocity till 

* 

llis powers and hisffidtods failing, for every 
one of his followers \^6 either fallen or fled, 
lit flood fiiigle in center of his enemies; 
^hen, 1>ecoming lefs defperate, through 

weakneiSf masiy duhl; approach within tte 

length 
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length of a fwordy who, fome minutea 
before, dur^ not venture witMn the length 
of A fpear. Richmond's people having Co 
fair a marlfi as a hated King, trnguarded^ 
were eager to kill Aiohard) and Richard^ 
dreadfttUy qireumflanced^ had noobjeAion to 
be killed; Defpicable aa bis body is- repitt 
feated, he fuftained a great daafl of beating, 
before ht was beaten down ; but as the ftniw 
diefl o^ miift giva way to a multitude o^ 
axes, Richard at length fell, fighting an armyl 
His body was covered with wounds. Hit 
helmet, which, like a cuUendar, was full 
of holes, had loft the crown, and waa 
beaten into every form but the right. Had 
a firanger afterwards examined the fields 
the moft ^ibufed helmet he could find, he 
might £ifely conclude had been Richard's* 

Thru mi Ridigtd the Third, one of dM 

greatcft 
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greatcft heroes, and one of the moft dif-^ 
lioneft mea recorded in hiftory. Perhaps 
he was the.laft man flain in this battle, 
except in the purfuit, and if fo, the lafl: in 
^he Plantagenet quarrel. The conted had 
continued aK)re than thirty years, in which 
bad been killed loo^ooo men, but what is 
rather Angular, the firft man that fell, and 
the laft, flood at the head of the houfe of 
York, Richard, Earl of Cambridge, and 
his grandfon Richard the Thirds 



While we furvey this awful field, the 
i^fl in confequence in the whole ifland, that 
of Battle in SufTex excepted, weconfiderit 
as clafBc ground. Here contemplation 
brings in review, important deeds, and their 
more important effeds. To this field, 
Richard brought an aching heart, and a 
faithlcis army,^ Jofl botb^ aad was declared a 

traitor. 
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traitor, becaufe unfortunate. Richmond ap^ 
proached it, doubtful whether he fhould 
find a throne, or a block; whether he fhould 
put on the ermine, or the fhrowd. Here 
Norfolk fell, out of gratitude to that princ^^ 
who had raifed him to greatnefs; and the 
brave Surry was within a hair's breadth of 
lofing that life, which replenifhed both 
faoufes of Parliament. Here Brandon funk 
under Richard's fword, and his own fur* 
prize; and Sir William Stanley fet the crown 
on Henry's head, by which he Jofl his own. 
Oxford, from a defolate wanderer,* recovered 
the ancient patrimony of his houfe, and 
Lord Stanley, while betraying his mafler» 
could have nothing in view, but vidorj, or 
the axe ; nay, deflrudion hung . over the 
Stanley family, by a flender thread. On 
this fpot Richard owed his ruin to hie va* 
Jour, and' that v^our prevented the ruin of 

the 
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the Stanleys. Here a friendlbip was 

plajed between Byron and Clifton» Which 
is no where furpaiTed in hiftory« HorO 
Conyers and Clarendon fiiffered for the moA 
generous ad» and here the fate of a mighty 
nation was determined. 



From the time Richar4 galloped out of 
the right flank, tiU he /eU, cottld b^ b« 
more than fifteen n^mites, but they wo^e 
tone o£ th0 nbSi temarkable minutes we 
lead of. They f<>reVer dofed the bleeding 
wounds of the two houfesb They «-^ 
tinguiihed the ancient and heroic line of 
Pkntageaet. A pet Jo4 wia^ put to the en* 
furmottS power of the Baidms,. which hiad 
bound the people^ and bullied thpccowH; 
tnd to the ftill more eooono^s poWei; qf th^ 
fmefihood. Which hbd hulM iwih> They 
iifpelied the dnidi of i^radc o «ii4 iUf 

perftitioft» ^ 
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perilition, and obliged the witch, the ghoft^, 
and the wizard fw ever to hide their faces* 
Tbej opened the door for light, knowledge^ 
and letters. Th^ were the dawn of the 
affts«> The world was. taught to cohfidcr 
tbe lower ranks of men as part of the humaa 
%ecies, who» before bad only beea con-' 
fideced as flavcs.andviUains^i that every man; 
bad a right to his property^, and if he 
pofiefled nd^propertyA he had ftill a right ta 
himfelf. They promoted a beneficial unioa 
betitimen England and Scotlandi which^ 
being founded on natnml.prin0pk9, becanowf 
pecmancnt^; by #fa»bb.harmofiy it proferved^ 
snd the hwes of^ thoufitnds faved. Tlw 
united kingdon. was taught by Aefe fiftoenr 
minutes^ to increafe in convnercCf in riches^ 
iiu. civilizitticln^ in power^ and ioon to tiC^ 
die tfftitre&o^ Buropcw. 

If 
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[ If we condder the part of the field whera 
I^ichmond marched up, with the morafs on 
his right: his own fituatiori, towards the 
left of the fecond line^ the hill over which 
the King marched^ when he firft faw hinit 
and the way the royal forces retreated^ they 
will nearly point but the fituation of 
both armies and the fpot where Richard fell; 
This fpot muft have been at the foot of ihc^ 
hilU near Amyon-lays ; and the united tra* 
ditions of the country ferve to prove iu 
They report, that Richard wto flain whlle 
iiis horfe was fet fa(l in a bog. Sir William't 
people certainly furrounded himi and while 
in that fituation, they muft have fought 
upon firm ground. But when the King 
was left aloBe, by lofiag his friends, he 
was probably driven into the bog, formed 

by the fprings, and the rivulet, where he felL 

The 
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The blood of the flain tinged the little 
flream long after the battle, particuliarly in 
rain. The battle being fought in a dry fea- 
ibn, much of the blood would lodge upon 
the ground, become baked with the furt,' 
and be the longer in wafhing off; which 
infpired a belief in the country people, that' 
the rivulet runs blood to this day/and they 
frequently examine it. PofTsfled with thisf 
opinion, they refufe to drink it; while King 
Richard's well, on the other fide of the Hill, 
has had, by the nymphs and the fwains, 
many an hoglhead of fugar difTolved in ita 
water. Thus the honourable blood of 
the Plantagenets, the pride of Eriglifli hif-* 
tory, which had fwayed the Britifh fceptre 
for ages, was mixed with that of the pea- 
fant, and both went to fupply a gutter. 

m 

At the death of the King, oppofition 

ceafed. 
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ceafed^ pert of hia troops remained iii fhe 
ficldi the reft fltd difierent ways, btft 
chiefly towards Stoke, leftyibg Sattoh-Cbe« 
ney» and Dicken's^nooky iie^r a mike oil 
the left^ and were pf^rfuAd With flau^tttf*^ 
by the vklors. This is corroborated bj 
the human bones and War-like impIenieAt^ 
often fottnd, particukrly in abouit is^^t 
when the lordfhip of Stoke was inclofed^ 
and by the pits, or holloWB, with whicli^ 
their route to crown hili ii markedj fat 
though tradition ctta i^gii no xtiSot fot 
^e hollows, I judge they were the gra?ei 
of thofe who fell, and were promifcuoufly 
tumbled in by heaps^ which woiuld &Qk 
into hollows, as the bodies decayed. 



Authors differ exceedingly widh regard 
to the jQlain, and I am not able to fct them 
sight. But as only the front lines w^e 

engaged, 
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engaged,' add as neither fide fhifted their 
ground^ nor fought with remarkable vigour^ 
I am inclined to think the numbers which 
fed during the battle, were nearly equal; 

m 

and as^Henry is faid to have loft about one 
hundred, Richard, perhaps did not lofe 
many more. The greateft carnage muft 
have been in the puffuit^ which continued 
two miles^ and about forty or fifty mt- 
nutes. This would probably increafe the 
number to nine hundred. Henry attended 
his people in this fpecies of deftruAion; 
Lord Stanley purfued the vanquifhed troops, 
"and Sir William (laid to pillage the field. 



We are told, the greater part of Richard's 
army never ftrudt a blow; that is, the two 
wings, and the rear; which proves they were 
not firm to his intereft; how then could he 
prepare a fufficient force to oppofe the two 

K Stanleys ! 
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,3^|i|b3^I %»C9iiM <qot Jie .feid e¥en to 
cpmo^aiHi ,b^ .<>wp wmy 1 \P^r( .<>f ^hefe 
DCfitval ^occpfy 4i«fai<Hi conp Qfod the f^ar, 
wei;e, under 4hecf^a|apd of Henry i^iil Qf 
^oi;(Iunpbpriaa.d> gpwunting to two /ofl 
4hree .tho|Uf|»nd qjeo, vihq grppnded ithiqir 
t$fmSf.%(yQa^w Richmoodlsipeople, they bad 
mochiqg to (fisar from /^e^. The ikeQn-ey^i 
Richard l^ad .before exprefled to Lord Fcth 
.4per8, rl^is fd^pkiox^ of North urn berIaod# 
lapf^y^pc^-hdfs.fqr tbatreafon, placed 4>im 19 
.the rearito watch him himfelf; the honeft 
^Eerr€f8^ like many {i duped perfon aftcr^him, 
^< woQd^rod these could be foch duplick/ 
*' in the world," forgetting that he who 
^alj&s moft of ihis probity h^s none. At the 
ian^e time Ferrers rcnowod his prpmifiwi of 
^delity, for which he.i?ecnTfd bis fovereign'ls 
:«ipplaufe and fats thanks. Nortbumbcrlaod 
iiad but little reafoa to bf fatisfied with the 

houfe 
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Jhoufe of York j perhaps .be had not forgot 
the death q{ his father^ in the caufe of 
Lancafter, at Towton-field, when tha^t 
blood-thirfty butcher, Edward the Fourth, 
ordered bis troops to give no quarter. 
There thirty-fix thoufand innojrent people 
were ilaughtered, in difputing which of two 
men ihould wear a crown, claimed by both, 
but deferved by neither/ Nor was it of the 
lead confequence to the multitude, which 
wore it. Probably the prior warning given 
to the Ditke of Norfolk, by the papers left 
at his gate, and the didich over his tent 
door, the night preceding the battle, ori- 
ginated from Northiunberland. He eac- 
^perienced Henry!s fmiles, was inflantly 
taken into favour, honojared with a feat at 
the council-board, proved faithful to his 
intereft, an^ fpur years after Ipft bis life in 
hjs fenrice* 

K % Richard 
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Richard was the only Englifh monarch 
fince the conqueft^ who fell in battle^ and 
the fecond who fought in his crowrl; an 
indication of courage, becaufe from fuch a 
diftinguifhing mark, the perfonof majeftyis 
readily fingled out for deftru6lion; Henry the 
Fifth appeared in his at Agincourt, which 
was tht mc2ins of /aving his life, by fuf- 
taining a ftroke with a battle-axe, which 
cleft it. But Richard's falling off, in his 
laft fiery ftruggle, was taken up by a private 
foldier, who contrived to fecret it in abufh 
in the field, perhaps with a view to fecure it 
for himfelf. But being difcovered, it was de- 
livered to Sir Reginald Bray; hence arifes the 
device of acrown in a hawthorn bufli, at each 
end of Henry's tomb, in Weftminftcr Abbey. 



When the purfuit was over, Bray deli- 
vered the battered crown to Lord Stanley, 

wha 
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who placed it on Henry's head, hailed him 
King, and, as ufual, fung Te-Deum, .and 
taught the foldiers to huzza the rural mo* 
narch with, "Long live King Henry/' This 
was performed upon a hill near Stoke, from 
thence called crown-hill, forty-three acres. 
At the inclofurc of the manor, this hill was 
divided into four parts, three of which bear 
the names of upper, middle^ and lower 
Crown^bili^ and the fourth Hollow^meadow^ 
from the foldiers hollaing when Henry 
was crowned. Tradition tells us, they 
railed their voices to the higheft pitch, to 
inform their companions in Bofworth-* 
field, in full view of each other acrofs the 
valley, that the pufuit was over, and the 
vidlory compleat. Thus Henry acquired, 
with eafc what he valued the moft, and had 
the longell wiihed for, a crown. It is cu- 
rious to obferve what prudence and perfe- 

K 3 verence 
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vcrcntrc he ufcd to overthrow the houfe of 
Yorkj and acquire it. Out^ hiftorians erfo- 
neoully fuppofe, the two years betWefen thd 
defeat of Buckirigfaam and the vidbry of 
Bofworth^ were fpent at th? court of 
France; but great part of that time was 
employed in travelling fecretly among the 
powerful families in Wal^s^ to folicit their 
aid, and fome little, in paying his addreilesr 
to Mifs Herbert. Pennant ih his tour tells 
usr that while Henry Wasf at Trcmoftyn in 
Plintfliire, about dinner-time, a party at- 
tached to Richard; drfived^ith intent to 

■ 

appfehehd him, but, vfith the afliftance of 
the famity, fie had juft" time to leip odt of 
f back WirtdbW and efeape through a hdl^, 
^VhIcfhto■ this dkyiS" called' M<» King's bole, 
^^ichard-ap-floWel', Ibrd df the place, pa- 
tfei-rtal' artceftor tO' the prtftnf Sir Roger 
fBfttrtJpq, al^crW^rdir attttidcd' hirh w Bbf- 

worth'' 



worth-ficldk When the battle War otcr, 
Henry invited him tbccHittV hat tfieUohdl^ 
Welcbman noUy iicplidd> I will dkjDtHoftnMg 
mine own f^cpk. Henry then/ prefknttd 
ftim with the fword and belt he had worn 
that day, with which^ attended* By his fol- 
lower»^ he nsfreaced intb Waley, the littlb 
king of half a county ; ^d thelk rtlickrof 
vidory were, till lately, prcfcnrcd* in tfair 
family. There is but one inftance upon re- 
eoid, where a crowA hM been won with 
lefs diflScuUy, that of the revolutiod betweetl 
James the Second^ and' Willianr the* Third's 
the rcafon of both* was the fame, a national 
diflike to the reigtiing prince; both may be 
&id tdhfiivebeeii reduced by their owyfbrceri 
Henry was the only fbvereigb wc read of, 
crowned in the Open fields and his mlli* 
tary coronation was pcrfbrmed' without a 
praycfn 

K 4 The 
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. The track which Richmond marched 
from the camp to the engagement* and from 
thence to Crown-rhilli formed the letter vee 
reverfed^ ^ he approached. by the left limb* 
and retreated by the right. The roa4 
by which the King's troops advanced^ and 
retreated forms the fame, and as both re- 
treated one way, they unitedly form fome** 
ijhing like a double u, /^^ 



/This battle, deftrudive to many, f\xr^ 
niihed the .country people with domeftic 
ytenfils. A blackfmith alTured me he 
had found a fword blade^ which he ufed for 
fi drill-bow. An old woman converted 
' part of another into a banging fpit» for 
rpaft-meat, fo that it continued its apcjent 
pradlice of wounding flefh. Between King 
Jlichard's well, and th? fqmmit of Amyon-^ 
hiUi is ^ bed of faQd, perhaps an acfe, th^ 

on|^ 



BOSWORTH FIELD. 1J7: 
only one in the whole neighbourhood; a 
gentlemaa told me he faw dog out of this 
bed» a fword and a candleflick, a yard be- 
neath, the furfacc, both perfeft. The fword 
no doubt was a genuine antique, but the 
candleftick was probably the relic of a thief* 
who had ftolen fand in the night* 



An antiquary of my acquaintance, traveU 
ling over thefe folitary regions, bought a 
fword of a peafant, for fix-pence, found in 
opening a gravel pit, near Stoke, in high 
prefervation ; but as it carried no ancient 
marks, its authenticity was doubtfuL I 
therefore applied to every fword-^maker in 
Birmingham, who all agreed, it was of 
German conftru^flion, and by comparing it 
with others of various periods, left no rea* 
fpn to doubt its being jthe fpoils of Bofworth 
field, and had been drawn by an officer of 

borfo 
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horik* Tht ignorance of the fellw^ and' 
tbBimileit4>Ie price k fold'felr, pnxiVtbcirQt 
was' do deceit in the'bargain ; thdya^ prdvs' 
the great value of tiUda^yy add the AteiP 
valhie kt bjrdie-tfativetf,- upon a-teadhig cu- 
rioiity,' ^kb if ittaidb:pttl»lk;, #buld rdadiljf 
have brought flv« gulMat* 

^ • HemyxMHiilOO th« onlf putifon: vrhoi k- 
tfeiVftdihtfbottiisP i»thcf-fi«^'* i8f lifc knigh^dit 
ftvcralgenctemeny is' 6ilbent Talbcft; Jtfhn' 
Moitiiiierv Riii?bard>-ap-Th»fl!alB, RitbeW' 
f oifR«,- Huiffph>^ Stailley, Jofail' Tdrbef- 
itille>. A<$b«rt Willoughby, Hugh PcrfliulU 
Richai^ Edgcoihbe, John* Bickcnyle, Dtf 
^rdo de Carow, 26c. 



CroWn-hill, prbfperOUs td Hiehry; add' 
his followers, being upon fde fome years' 
hack; a'gefutlistlian, perhaps from the fingu- 

3 larity 
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Varity of the place and the ad:ions dpoii it^* 
wifhed to become the purchafer. Tbepribe^ 
was eleven hundred poundis. Having no 
money^ he Hired the whole fuTiii atf five* per 
cent. Suffering the intercft to run itl^aiV 
tdir$, the mortgagee obliged him to fell tKtf 
ciftate, to difcharge the debt. This hftpw 
pening under Lord Not%h s adminiftration. 
when the American contefk had reduced thd 
Value of land^ it brought onl/ nine hund'rfcd-^ 
Which left a large debt uncovered. To fe^ 
cure this, he was obliged to mortg&ge, to^ 
the fame perfon, a paternal eftiate of abouc 
one hundred aere$» fituatd between' Crowdw 
hill, add lord Stanley's camp; A feconii^ 
neglea^ of intereft, and a repeated' fenowkl 6( 
the mortgagee, foon devoured the' paternal' 
cftate, which Was fold in'Nov. tySjt to dear* 
the original dfebt of CroWtt-hill. Thus, upon 
that fpot where Henry found a crOWn, iin<f 

hi* 
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his adherents vl^ory^ and honour^ another 
found his ruin. 



« 



Sir William Brandon was the only perfon 
of note, who fell on the fide of Henry; 
but the officers on that of Richard fuffered 
greatly, among whom were John Duke of 
Norfolk, Walter Lord Ferrers, Sir Richard 
• RadclifFc, Sir William Conyers, Sir Richard 
Clarendon, Sir Robert Brakenbury, the 
Lord Zouch, and Sir Jervis Clifton. Lord 
Lovell ran away, and two years after fought 
againft Henry, at Stoke, where he loft his 
life, or at Leaft was heard of no more* Hum* 
phry, and Thomas Stafford, took fandluary 
in St. John's, Gloucefter. The grandmo- 
ther of the Lord Ferrers flain here, was 
beirefs of the houfe of Birmingham. He 
himfelf was anceftor to the prcfcnt Lord 
Hereford, and by marrying the heirefs of 

Ferrers, 
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Ferrers, was the firft proprietor of Caftle^ 
Bromwich of the name of Devereux. His 
great grandfon ereded the pre Cent hall, in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth. - ' 

■ 

•• • 

The body of King Riehard-being fouAcl 
among the flain» covered with wounds^ d\x6f^ 
and blood, after fuffering lilany {hiamefiil 
indignities, was hung over a horfe, like a 
calf, behind a purfuivant at arms, named 
Blanch SangUer^ or Whiles bOar, the nanic 
of his office, he waring a filver boar upon 
his coat, the cognizance of Richard^ and 
was carried to Leicefler in triumph, that 

m * 

afternoon. The corpfe was perfectly nalcisd; 
the feet hung on one fide, the hands on the 
other, and the head lately adorned with a 
crown, dangling like a thrum-mop. N6 
King ever made fo degraded a fpeftacle- 
humanity and decency ought not to have 

fuflfered 
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fu^riod it. CiU'te fays tbey tied a rop^ 
About his Deck, which is very probabk» 
Midperhaps about his feet, or he could not 
well have be^n faftened to the horfe. Thri^ 
was meant as a difgrace to Richard, but it 
fffied:od inprp upoii Henry, or his fpllpviners ; 
^ar .to infnU.WQ^knefs is highly blameal?lc> 
J)j4t piQre to infuk the dead* 



3ni*c cQspfcrwas eyppfiwii twoi5j?ors to pub- 
lic viea^^ ip:theto](«o.haUi ^hjis was.H^oig^ ji 
policy^ .to {prevent a iutttre liqapQiler, jap4 
liis ptide.to.0icw Jiicnf^lf a conquctfor, and 
then interred without cerecpopy, in the 
Qcay^fxiers' church. Here Richard refted 
libput) fifty years, wi^h ^ (crubby alabaftqr 
monument ereded over him by Henry. At 
the deftr^^Uon of religious houfes, his re* 
mains were turned put of their little tene- 
ipient by the Ipwn*^ pepplp, .9»Dd loil, ,and 

his 
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ins coffin vof Aooc, Ti(as xoavertcd into a 
twateringrtcottgh at .the Wiiitc-iUoirAr,iip 
'.Qi^Uow-troc^gatc. Thus Ml ^be g»D(ku«r 
for which Richard exerted uacommpfi 
talents, ended in a ftile below a beggar. 



il took a journey (to iLeic^fte^, in if 7.509 
.to foe^ tropgh ^hich ibad been tbe .repofir 
tory of ;One .of the inaft Angular bedks Ahsd 
Mftr e^ifted, :bat found itihad not ^ivithftood 
iihe ravages of time. The beft iatelligenoe 
I could obtain was, that it was d^royed 
shov^ the latter end of the reygn .of Gettcgp 
ihe Firft, and iomeiof the ^ieocs 4)laeQd.«s 
Jfteps in a. cellar, at;theiiame»i0n .irthere it 

* 

liad ferved asa.trougb. 



All Richacdis credit eKpired .inritli liktai* 
e JbccAih of ithe XudfifS tci»nple»tV 

blafted 
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.blafted his charader / even the countiy peo« 
pie, to this day, feldom honour him with 
his real name, but depricate him withtbe 
epithet of King Did. ' - - 1 



The fluSuations of the human mind are 
remarkable; the tide of applaufe runs pa- 
cellel with the tide of profperity ; when this 
falls, the voice of popular favour falls with 
it. While the houfe of York fwayed the 
Britifli fceptre, the white rofe was held in 
.repute, bloomed on the bofom of heautyv 
and oh the fign-poft of the publican; b6t 
when that houfe fell, it faded with it,, and 
from that nioment was elevated no morfe. 
Even now, if ever we fee the fign of Ithe 
rofe, it is always a red ; nay, it was but re- 
cently, tb^tt this innocent and lovely flower 

recovered its^ preftine credit j for lin the con- 

tefts 
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tefts between the hooiea of Stuart and 
Brunfwick, it was Aippofed to be tainted 
with the foiell of treafon. 



During the fovereignty of Richard, the 
Wbite-Boar alfo was a common fign. A 
compliment was paid him without the houfcy 
and his health drank within; but at his 
deaths the landlords took down their White- 
fioars, and where any one omitted it, the 
fickle multitude pulled it down for him % 
and to this day, we often behold the fign of 
the Black Boar, and the BIue^Boar, but 
never the white. Tradition tellr us, the 
Inn where Richard flept at Leicefter, was 
the White-Boar, in honour of the fovereign, 
but the proprietor, like others, was obliged' 
to change it for the blue. The King had 
alfo added to the college of Heralds, a pur* 

L fuivant 
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fuivant at arms called Blanch- San glier^ or 
White- Boar, fro|n his own creft, mentioned 
above, as former princes had created Blue^ 
Mantle^ Rouge-Cro/s, &c. but after this 
officer had been obliged, in a fcahdalous man* 
ner, to carry his dead fovereign, Henry an- 
nihilated the office, and fubflituted that of 
Rougi'^Dragon in honour of himfelf. 



The fagacious Henry inftantly difpatched 
Sir Robert Willoughby from Leicefter to 
Sheriff- Hutton, in Yorkfhire, to fcize one 
of the greateft, and mofl unfortunate of the 
human race, Edward Earl of Warwick, 
on^y fon of George Duke of Clarence, the 
laft of the Plantagenet race, whofe melaui. 
choly flory can fcarcely be read without 
tears. In him we behold the higheft de-^ 
gree of innocence, and of punifhment* 

The 
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Tbe blood of this inoBicbfive prince, hals 
left a ftaiii upOn Henry's chara£ter> which 
nothing can efface. 



Althoagh Cateibyi through -vehofe trea« 
chery HaftiDgs loft his life^ endeavoured 
to fairehisown by deferting. Richard in his 
laftmdnventSy.yerhe was taken prifoner, carj^ 
ried with others; m triumph to Leicefter; 
and fomb^fay, executed that day, others the 
next,. *buit all are miftakeni for Henry 
fttidi two. dayi at Leicefter, and then pur-f 
fued Mscoiirfe to London, where he arrived 
on Sunday the 28th, carrying in front'Rich«> 
ard's threb ftandards, the chief of v^bith 
was St. George; thefe he crcdtcd in Paul's 
church; and left Cateiby for execution. 
The laft will of, this yidim :to^conqueft; 
which is curioiis, and aiay be feen in Dug- 

L 2 dale's 
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dale's Warwickfliire 552^ proves him alire 
the 25tb, three days after the'battle. It alfii 
proves himf under his own hand, a diihoneft 
man^ in amaffing a fortune by unfair means. 
He cxprefles a friendship for LovelU and 
feems angry with Stanley and Strange. Ho 
was defcended from a very ancient family at 
Lapworth, near Birmingham^ was bred to 
the law, in which profe0$on he had a&ed 
for Buckingham, Haftings, and the Stanleys. 
Two gentlemen from the norths of the 
name of Brecher, were beheaded with him. 
Thus the firft regal adt performed by Henry, 
was an a& of tyranny, the very fault for 
which bis predeceflbr was depofed. 



That Richard was not fo little beloved 
as our hiftorians reprefent, appears by the 
veneration in which he was held, long after 

hia 
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his death, in the northern counties, where 
he refided in youth i alfo by the following 
gentlemen, who were firm in his interefl, 
and were all at the battle, for which they 
were attainted by Henry when he called a 
parliament, 

John Duke of Norfolk 

Thomas Earl of Surry 

Francis Lord Lovell 

Walter Lord Ferrers 

John Lord Zouch 

Robert Harrington 

Richard Charlton 

Richard Ratclifie 

William Barkley, of Weley-caftle, near 

Birmingham 
Robert Middleton 
James Harrington 

L 3 Robeif 
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Robert Brakenbury 

Thomas Pilkington 

Walter Hoptoii 

William Catcfby 

Koger Wake 

William Sapcoat, of/ Huntingdon* 

fliire 
Humphry Stafibrd 
William Clarke, of Wcniock 
JcfFery St. German 
Richard Wilkips, Hprald at Arms 

« 

Richard Rcvcll, of Derby (hire 
Thomas Poultcr^ of Kent 
John Welch, other wife Haftings 
John Kendall, Secretary to King 

Richard 
John Buck, brother to the hiflorian 
Andrew Rat and 
William Bramptqn, of Burfor^t 

Sir 
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Sir Gervis Clifton, not being , in this 

catalogue of unfortunate names^ is a farther 

evidence that the faithful Byron fulfilled 

his friendly engagement. 



As the battle of Bofworth was the laft 
I^etween the rofes^ I fhall exhibit a dread- 
ful table of thofe fcenes of butchery, 
which originated! from' ambition, and arc 
/lipciiing tp ;h|imanity. 



'i 
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N$. Batiks. Wbenfmgbt. Commanders for Tork. 

I St.Alban's May 23, 1455 I^^ke of York 

a Blore heath Sep. 23, 1459 Earl of Salifbury 

3 Northampton July i o, 1460 Earl of Warwick 

4 Wakefield Dec* 3 1 j 14^ Duke of York 

5 Mortimer^s crofs Feb. 2> 1 46 1 Earl of March 
6St«Alban's Feb. 17^1461 Earl of Warwick 

7 Towton-field Mar. 29> 1461 Edw. the Fourth 

8 Hexham June 24, 1463 Mar. of Montague 

9 Banbury July 26^1469 EarlofPembroke 
10 Stamford April 2711470 Edw. the Fourth 

I I Barnet April 14^ 1471 Edw. the Fourth 
i2TewkefburyMay 4, 147 1 Edw, the Fourth 
13 Bofworth Aug. 22^ 1485 Richard the Third 
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CommoMdenfor Lencafier. Wbe vidorious. Slain. 
Duke of Sumerfet York 5i6oo 



Lord Audley 



York 



2>400 



Duke of Sumerfet 



York 



i4iOoa 



Qaeen Margret 



Lancafter 



2j200 



Earl of Pembroke 



York 



4j8oo 



Queen Margret 



Lancafter 



2,900 



Duke of Sumerfet 



York 



36,776 



Duke of Sumerfet 



York 



2,100 



Sir John Conyers 



Lancafter 6,506 



Sir Robert WeUs 



York 



13,000 



Earl of Warwick 



York 



10,000 



Duke of Sumerfet 



York 



4,000 



Earl of Richmond 



Lancafter 



900 



105,176 
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It muft be obfervcd, the numbers fpcci* 
fied to have been ilain in fome of the bat- 
tles, were fuch only who fell on the lofing 
fide; nor werethofe included who fufFered 
in cold bloody by the axe, and the halter, 
therefore thp numbers deflroyed in thi$ 
jcivil contefl muft have far exceeded 
105,000, 



Henry wiflied to fhew to the world Ijc 
bad a better claim to a crown than thofe (de- 
rived from marriage, parliament, or the 
houfe of Lancafter, by being defcended 
froni an illuftripus line of kings, even 
from the firft prince that ever fwayed ^, 
Britifh fceptre. Poflcflcd of a true Welch 
genealogical fpirit, he inflituted a commif* 
fion of antiquaries, to trace his pedigree. 
The complaifant commiflioners endeavoured 
Jo gratify his pri4e by opening the 

ancient 
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:^lcieDt (luices of royal bloody and infufing 
a copious ftream into his veins. After 
riling to his grandfather, Owen Tudor^ 
who married Queen Catherine^ they were 
pon ten te4 with three generation; of gentle* 

men; when fupppiing they had loft fight 
of dctedlion, they verged upon nol^ility. 
They thei> laid hol4 upon one of the fifteen 
Jribes of North Wales; and though they 
afterwards funk his anceftors into private 
life, for eleven generations, they pafTed iq 
tbe next through an Earl of Dunftable.^ 
A few more removes brought them to 
Prince Arthur, and another few, tQ a King 
Coel Godeboe amounting to thirty one re-^ 
moyes above Henry; and though again 
they let his anceftors fink into fubjedls, 
du ring four Jeen generations more, they 
ffized uppn t^e famov»9 . 5^/m, who live4 
feventy years before Chrift, and prpnounpe4 

hiq 
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him the forty-fifth from Henry. We thca 
open upon a fumptuous race of Kings, ifk 
regular afcent for forty «one generations! 
So numerous a progeny of royal ap's is 
wholly unknown in the hiftory of man, and 
would dagger even the faith of a Chinefe 
chronologer. This brings us to the cele- 
brated King Lear. And now we have but 
nine fteps to mount till we arrive at Brutus^ 
fondly fuppofed the firft inhabitant of this 
ifland. Thus Henry's pride feafted upon 
the froth of antiquity, and his wifdom was 
duped by his vanity. I am furprized the 
modeft commiflioners ftopt fhort at Brutus^ 
for I have feen the cobweb ladder of s 
Welch pedigree ftretched up to Adam, and 
the author, even then, feemed difappointed 
he could rear it no higher, but perhaps 
ihey were not able to marfliall another troop 
of Kings. 

Character 
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Character of the KWG. 
Richard the Third, of all the Englifh 
MonarchSt bears the greateft contrariety of 
charader. One would thinks that period 
obfcured in darknefs, which admits of fuch 
flagrantcontrftdidions, andyett the boldlines 
of the time» are clearly (ecu, and eafily 
defcribed. 



Some few have conferred upon himalmofi: 
angelic excellencCf have clouded his errors, 
and blazened every virtue that could adorn 
a man. Others^ as if only extremes could 
prevail, prefent him in the blackeft dye; 
his thoughts were evil, and that continually, 
and his adiona diabolical; the moft de- 
graded mind inhabited the moft deformed 
body. Btot when an enemy falls foul upo 
the perfon, which the owner can neither 
make nor mend, fatire becomes a kind of 

6 recom- 
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recommendation^ for it indicates that^ the 
features of the mind^ which he might mend, 
did not afford fufficient matter for revenge. 
They brand him a monfter ffbm his birth, 
and though he came before his time, charge 
him as being born with all his teethy 
and hair to his fhoulders j however, . wo 
cannot charge him with planting either^ 



But Richard^s character, like every other 
man*s, had two fides; nay« in him» it com- 
prehended two , extremes^ though tnofh 
writers difplay bdt one, and thtffc are bcfl 
delineated by his'aftionsv 

As the prejudice of the Lancaftrian 
writers declined, Richard's, .mif^fhapen 
body, like a block of marble ' under, the 
chifel of an artiA, afTunjed a fairer form, and, 
brightening by degrees, he is inconteftibly 

3 proved 
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proved 9 at the end of three centuries, to have 
been a handfome man. 



. I have already remarked, he was (hort, 
and firmly boilt. He came into the world 
like other children, refembled his father in 
pcrfon and afped.' By his coins, pidturcs, 
and other reprefentations he was ftraight. 
He bore a. family likenefs to his brother 
Edward/ who was one of the handfomefl 
men of the age« The Countefs'of Defmond, 
who lived to a hundred and thirty, and 
whofe piAure now graces Wftidfor Caftlc, 
danced with Richard .in King /Edward's 
court, and declared him ^^ the handfomefl: 
^^ man in the room, his brother excepted^'^* 
But her feeble voice, during the fway of 
the Tudors, was loft in the general cxy 
againft hiin, for none of the old hiftorians 
mention it. 

While 
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While a miaor, in his brother's courts he 
was good natured and obfequious. While 
governor in the north, his jufticc, and 
obliging behaviour^ gained him the good 
will of the inhabitants. While an officer 
under his br9ther» though a boy, he dis- 
played the moft accompliihed military ta- 
lents; his bravery could fcarcely be equalled* 
While a king, he was a man of bufinefs, 
extremely attentive to juflice, and pa/led 
foode fingular laws for the good of the fub* 
jed; fuch as rectifying the returns of juries^ 
which had been ihamefully abufed^ and 
attended with falie verdids; regjilating 
bail on fufpicion of felony; preferving pro^ 
perty till convidion; and removing that 
hateful burthen couched^ under the word 
benevolence. He was exceedingly averfe to 
the impofition of taxes, the out -cry of every 
reign. His liberality was remarkable, and. 

though 
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though his defire kticw no bounds^ he deu 
fired lothing but a crown. Thcfcare fads 
which cannot be (knied by the mod pre^ 
judiced perfon^. 



On the othe^ hand^ infldad of giving 
him every excellence^ let us fairly try hib 
charader upon the following accufations : 

He i$ char|;ed with the rhilrder of Edward 
Prince of Wales, after the battle of Tewkcf- 
bury. By the beft accouhtS ever fiibmittcd 
to the world, there were only four peiffonS 
in the room with Edward the Fourth^ 
when Sir Richard Crofts brought in the 

• ■ 

Princej Clarence, Dorfet^ Gloucefter, and 
HaftingS4 The KiAg having alked him ia 
a majcftic tone, *• Why he entered hi« 
<( kingdom in arms ?" and haviilg teceived 

M this 
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this fjcfolutc anfwcr, " to recover my rigfif^ 
'* unjuftly ufiirped/' he {Iruck him. in th<r 
face with his gaufitlet, and departed. Thia^ 
was confidered by the courtiers, as a decla*^ 
ration of hoftilities, and they inftantly 
flabbed him to death. All the Lancaftriaix^ 
writers charge this bloody deed upon Rich- 
ard. Carte faya^ k was Doriiet and Hafl:« 
ings, which is very probable, but there is- 
no authority for either. As they were alt 
fenior^, compared to Richard, it cannot be 
iuppofed a lad of eighteen would firfl draw 
his dagger, in the prefence of his fuperiors \ty 
age^ who had always controuled him. It 
follower that the unfortunate Ann Neville^ 
daughter of t&e king-^making Earl of War*-^ 
wick, who rofe to m^ferable greatuefs, by 
being the wife of Edward Prince of Wales ^. 
mid afterwards became Qjaeen of England,^ 

% by 
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by beiog that of Richard the Third, has 
been wrpngfully accufed for marrying the 
murderer of her hufband. 



He is alfo charged with the murder of 
Henry the Sixth in the Tower. But it nevet 
was proved that he was murdered; not« 
withftanding the body was exhibited to 
public view. I will, however^ for zv^vl^ 

9 

ments fake fuppofe it. His life could not 
be worth taking by any man, particularly 
Richard, yrho had then nothing in profpedt. 
He never had abilities, his intereft was 
gone, his wife a prifoner^ and, above all^ 
his fon was dead, without a chance of more. 
As the Queen was the moft mifchievous of 
the two, there would have been more po-> 
)icy in deftroying her. Befides, the fame 
plea of childhood holds good in this cafe 
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as the laH:, for It happened in lefs then hvi 
weeks after the death of the prince* 



The deftrtfftion of Clarence, in point of 
chronology, corties next; and though no- 
thing criminal is proved againfl: Richarrd^ 
I am apprehenfive part of the charge isjuft. 

« 

Clarence was boifterous, a^nd though good 
hatured, had but little guard over hi^i 
tongue. Richard was cunning, filcnf, 
eloquent at pleafurc, (hrewd, and defigning. 
He earfy fet his heart upon the crowry, 
though many removes from rt; for he con - 
fidered, though there are many fteps in a 
journey, yet for every remove the traveller 
makes, there is one lefs. Richard kept 
fair with all parties, and being a complete 
diflembler, cautioufly improved the quarrel 
between Edward and Clarence, while he 

fcemed 
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ftctncd the friend of' both. . Thiii« in part 
corroborated, by an exprefliorx which fell 
from Edward, white lamenting^ when too 
late, the death of his brother^ . Intercef- 
fion having been made for a criminal, he 
exclaimed between forcow. and- Jahgcri 
^' How manyy at(d orgent, applications aro 
^"^ made,^ to favei a wretch who ought _to 
4f .die by the laws of his country, but not 
*' one mouth was opeaed to plead for aJl>ror 
^' thcr in diftrefs/' 



• Mobile Edward fat unfeqarely on the 
tkrooe, >Richard was bis able fupporter^ but 
when he became eAablifhed by the death of 
Warwick, and the reduftion of the Lan- 
caftriaa party, Richard, entertained different 
views, and caft his own eye towards the 
throne, fomented divjfioijs ampng^ the no- 
bility, friends to Edward, itod^cpd- them-to 

M 3 deftroy 
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dbftroy each other 9 that (hoiild the King's dtf^ 
nife happen, during a minority, the crown 
might be left open for himfelf ; but, as be« 
fore obferved, it left ah opening for Henry; 
T*he deaths of Gray, Rivers, Vaughan^ 
afid Haftings, were murders of the blacks 
eft dye, and are juftly chargeable ta 
Kichard. His ambition was tht £>le 
caiife, add Buckingham his wretched 
tooU 



The feizure of the crown, to which he 
had no right, was ah unjuft ururpacU>n, 
He was not invited to rule, but boldly ob- 
truded himfelff 



Another charge is the death of Edward 

the Fifth, and his brother. That they 

Vfctc murdered, does not admit a doubti 

tJrhat clfc could become of them ? from the 

laft 
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lift Intel] igence> they were under Richard'g 
care. It was no man's intereft to dcftroy 
thcrn but. his. They w«e the only obfia« 
cks left to thwart his ambition ; and though 
they had no ppwer^ he plainly forefaw 
it would at^fe with their years'. It one 
or both hid died a natural deaths he would 
certainly have publifhed tt. If he was dar- 
ing enough opienly to remove thofe who 
were their known protedors, he would not 
fcruple fecretly to remove them. His ilrenu- 
ous endeavours to get the Duke of York into 
his power^ after he had fecured the King'tf 
perfon» point, as an index towards a diabo- 
lical defign. The confeffion of Tyrrel and 
Dighton, two of their murderers, defcrvcs 
atten^tion; though rather erroneous, it 
throws much light on this dreaful aA. 
We arc told four perfons only were con- 
cerned; Sir James Tyrrel, the temporary 
commandant of the Tower j John Digh- 

M 4 ton. 
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ton, his groom I Miles Forrcft, whom Sir 
Thomas Moor calls a big fquare knave > 
and a prieftt That t^n yfears after, when 
perl^in Warbeck perfonated the Duke of 
York, it bee^me Henry's iiitercft to refute 
the ioippftwrc, by pifoving the murder* 
That Tyrrel and Dighton wcrfe appre- 
hended, and feparately examined, in pri^ 
yate, the other two being dead. That 
Henry published their confefSon, which 
declared, that Dighton and Forrefl: had 
(mothered them, in a tower, near the Wa^ 
\^ tcrrGate (thence called the blopdy tower) 
i^ with pillows, while afleep at midnight, 
f^ in July X483, and brought Tyrrel, who 
^* waited upon the ftairs, to view .the dead 
♦^ bpdies when laid out, and ths^t a dried 
f^ had buried them under the ftair cafe. 
!• That Richard diflatisfied with, the place 
♦♦ of their interment, had ordered the prieft 
ti |Q remove them, but they could not tell 

^* wh?re," 
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'f where.'* Thcfirft part is probably true, 
that they were murdered and laid under the 
ftair-cafe, but not by the prieft. The cau- 
tious Henry believed they, were deftroyed, 
^nd. would gladly have proved it; but had 
lie attempted the proof, and inifcarried, he 
woul4 have loft more than by omitting it, 
gnd Perkin would have gained what Henry 
Ipft; he therefore refted the matter upon tho 
bare eyidcne^ f>f the m.urdwcrs^ and durft. 
not venture to break iip. the ground. It 
follows, the latter part of the tale, .which 
declares .th^ir tpterment by $he prieft, and 
their removal by Richard's order, was evi««. 
dently fabricated by Henry, to prevent th«r 
hazard of a fearch. If one m$in kills an^ 
Other, he ieldoqi fends for a prieft to bury 
^im. R icbard was too ^ircumfpe^ to truft^ 
fi) ijnportant a fccret to ipore than one per^ 
ion; nor w^9 it of confequencc to him 

where 
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where they were hid. The iwJrId was for- 
prized Hebly did not puniib the miir^ 
derers; but it would have been more Air*^ 
pHfing if he had; for this wcruld have dt^ 
ftroyed that evidence he iviflied might exidr^* 
Hd khewivA Ihe^ could never contradid their 
former affertiohs, they would be livii;ig^ 
witnefles in kis favours befides, a pardon^* 
lid d»ubt» in« <me of the terrns ofconfcf*' 
Ubiik This dark affair however was clciire4 
^p 1^1 fcits ftfter jthe Dbuid^* ' Match the 
i6th,l675, fotile Werkfncn hivifi| orders to 
fietUove a flight Of (tiirS, leading from thd 
KlAg's lodgings, to the ckapditil the Whitd 
T6\viii"j at the defjth of nine feety they dif-i 
covered a cheft bf elm eOntaining foitid 
ftnali haman tjoihes, as Tyfrfel and Dightort 
httdfldftrJbed, Whidh ihews part of Henry*ff 
account to be fair. Thefe being carefolly 
<tft^kibd| ^tftt^ fbond to be thofe of two 
. . . ■ ; - boys, 
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boys, ond about twelve/ the other ten* 
The fcuU of one was whole, the other 
broken by the labourers, as WetiC nnrany^of 
thd bones, and the cheft. They were thea 
caft away with the rubbiih. This being 
khbwn at Courts Charlefc the SteCpnd qr4 
dered the rubbifh to be carefully iift^d^ 
and all the bones preferved they could 
find, which -ar6 depofired in a marble urn^ 
infcribed to the memory df th^ innocent^ 
fuffcrers, in Weftminfter Abbey* This, 
proved Richard a villain; Henry timerousn 
and deceitful, the murderers confeflioa 
juft^ and Perkin an impoftor* 

The death of his wife is another allega- 
tion againft him. We are given to under-. 
Aand, *^ that the terms of agreement for a 
•* crown, between Henry and the people, 
fj were to unite the contending parties by 

y marrying 
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*^ marrying the Princefs Elizabeth ; to^rc-^* 
^ vent which » Richard detepmined to marry 

r 

^^ her himfelf^ therefore^ to clear his bed 
^ for the new bride, difpatchcd the x>ldy 
^ but that -the -new fpurned his. embraces.'* 
Fftrt of this may be relied on. That fhd 
died about that time, is certain, but it is 
fiot fo certain that Richard killed her. 
She was far gone in a decline, had never 
Known health (in ere the lofs 6f her fon, a 
year before^ nor did Richard and ihe live 
vpon ill terms, he treated her with kind<^ 
Defs; and ^e accompanied him in his 
pleafurable excurfions. Befides, he was 
not fo fond of the match as rea/fy to 
promote it; not fo fond as the lady, though 
he might be as eager as Henry. Carte 
jiflures us, one of her letters to the Duke of 
Norfolk", is yet in the Arundel colle<ftion, 
wherein fhe intrcats him to forward her 

nuptial^ 



bosWorTH field. lyi 

nuptials with the King. Queen Elizabetb;^ 
mother to the Princefs^ had often befpat-* 
tered Richard by her fanAuary fire-fide^ at 
Weftminfter, and with reafon. The daugh^ 
ter's anger mud have kindled againft him^ 
in proportion to the mothtr's. But as the 
crafty Richard found means to win the mo* 
ther, he would find it a much eaficr tafk to 
win the daughter. It remains yet to bm 
proved, whether it is in the nature of a wo-t 
man to rcfufc a fceptre and half a royal bed, 
how defpicable foevcr the perfon who 
offers it. If fhe aETedled to defpife Rich-* 
ard's advances, it was only like the Fox ih 
^fop, defpifing the grapes^ nor did this 
happen in Richard's reign, but the next; 
when the tide of difgracc ran with fuch ra-* 
pidity againft him it was dangerous to 
fpeak in his favour* It was not fo much 
bis intentions to marry bcff as a man<savr« 

\o 
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to prevent Henry. He viewed Richmond'i 
fingLs attempt upon the prown as a br^va^ 
do^ eaiily cruihed; but by fuchs^ marriage, ^ 

union would be eflfedted between the 

• • • • » ^ ' 

Houfes, and bp^h operate againft him, per« 
haps to deftrudion. Befidea, he jcep( her 
ft clofe prifoner till his deaths in the cafllc 
of Sheriff- Hutton» which plainly indi« 
cated, he neither wiihed Henry^ nor him* 
iclf to marry her« 



M 



His vile attempts to prove his mother an 
ftdulterefs, and his brothers baflards, if trujS, 
ihews a bafenefs of mindf without parallel « 



If Richard, as a fovereign, could juftify 
the execution of the Duke of Buckingham^ 
to whom he entirely owed his elevatign^ 
and that of St. Leger, his iifler's hufbaodj 

upon the ftale principles of rebellion, yet 

they 
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they prove him totdly void of gratitude 
and pity as a man. 

There is but a lender barrier between 
the religious man and the hypocrite, and i€ 
requires a curious eye to difcerii it. That 
Richard with all bh errors, had a ftrong 
tincture of religion, appears from the hvour 
he (hewed to eccleliailics, and from faia 
being found at devotional exerci(es, when 
iblicited to take the crown. But, perhaps^ 
we may fafely pronounce this an faypo<^ 
critical farce, to win the people. Hi» 
charge to the fudges to adminiiler }uftice^ 
and his circular letter to the Bidiops lor 
feflraining vice, prove more in his £wour^ 
becauie the procedure was vohintaiy. He 
gave five hundred marks per annum to 
Queen's College in Cambridge, whicb 

farther 
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farther proves la religious turn ; though^ peN 
haps, this pious a£t was not void of o{len# 

■ 

tation. But a more certain indication was^ 
his fear of affronting the Virgin Mary, 
fhould he have marched on the day of her 
affumption. 



Three natural children wete the confe-* 
quence of his amours^ to whom he gave the 
name of Plantagenet, John of Gloucefter^ 
nominal governor of Calais, Catherine^ 
who died in infancy^ and a Richard, but 
little known in hidory. As all the flattering 
profpefls of this laft expired with the fa- 
ther, he is faid, after the battle, to have hid 
himfelf in obfcure life, at the early period 
of thirteen, and became a common day la« 
hourer, at Eaftwell, in Kent, in which ca- 
pacity he lived unknown^ under another 

name 
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fiafiie, to extreme age. This is teftified by fome 
memoirs prefervedin the WincheUea family. 



Former writers drew Richards c1iara£ter 
from prejudice, but as time has diminifhe^ 
that prejudice^ their fdcceflbrS will» wkli 
more juftice^ draw it from fads. Perhaps 
he had a greater namber of eneniies than 
any perlbn in the whole fyflem of Engli(h 
hiftory. It was faid of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole^ when he guided the helm under 
George the Second, ** that be had more 
** than any man living.'* But bis were 
only the enemies of a day; Richard's 
continued for agesl They were diligent in 
wounding his fame, while his friends, if 
he had friends, were condemned to filence. 
— Although many crimes were laid to his 
charge, yet the greatcft of all was that of 
hfing the battle of Bofworthl This added 
cmphafis to his guilt, gave his antagonift 

N the 
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the afcendant, and enabled Henry to raiie 
againft him the clamour of ages. Had 
Richard been profperous^ he would, with all 
his faults, have paiTed through life with 
eclat. His errors, like thofe of other 
monarchs, would have been loft in obliviont 
and himfelf have been handed down to pos- 
terity, as an excellent King. Hiftory 
would then have taken an oppofite turn, and 
the odium have fallen upon Henry. Many 
of the Engliih Princes have been as guilty 
as Richard, but lefs blamed, becaufe more 
fuccefsful. The treatment of Duke Ro- 
bert by his brothers, William Rufus, and 
Henry the Firft, was infinitely more diabo- 
lical, than that of Richard to Clarence. 
King John murdered his nephew, and his 
fovereign, as well as Richard, but this is 
little noticed by the hiftorian, though 
Richard was by far the better King. 
H'.:i)ry the Fourth ftands almoft excufed, 

who 
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who really murdered Richard the Second^ 
while our hero is condemned for the death 
of Henry the Sixths though not guilty. 
The deftrudion of Warwick, by Henry 
the Seventh, was as vile a murder, as that 
of Edward the Fifth; nay, were it poflible 
to fpeak in palliation of this word of 
crimes, Richard was the leaft culpable, for 
he had one temptation which Henry had 
not: Edward the Fifth had an abfolute 
right to the crown, but Warwick only a 
fhadow. And the artful Qncen Elizabeth, 
who, by her addrefs, was idolized by the 
fubjedl, and immortalized by the hiftorian, 
bafcly deftroyed a fovereign Princefs, over 
whom flie cxercifed power without right, 
Mary Queen of Scots ; and, toaugment thecru- 
elty, fufFered hertobe jnfulted at the block. 
— Richard's crimes originated from ambi- 
tion, and took their complexion from the 
boldnefs of his charadter. Could he have 

lawfully 
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lawfully claimed a crown, he might hav^ 
made an excellent monarch -, or had a crowik 
been totally out of his reach> he might 
have been a valuable fiibje£t; but, placed 
between the two, he partook of both, and 
marred the fubje£t> to make the monarch. 
He was a faithful fervant, a brave foldier, 
an admirable legiflator ; yet one of the vileft 
of men. Perhaps Hiftory cannot producfe 
an inftance of fuch an aifemblage of vrrtues^ 
and dcfcdls in one perfon. In him werc^ 
united, as many excellencies as would fur« 
niih feveral (liining charaifters, and as many 
faults as would damn a troop. 
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N the additions I am about td present to 
the Reader, I retain ,the title of Battle of 
JBosworth tietdi ^^ not that this Battle was 
fought at this place (it being fought in a 
large, flat, plain, and spacious ground, three 
'^ miles distant from this town, between the 
^^ towns of Shenton, Sutton, Dadlington, and 
^^ Stoke) ; but for that this town was the most 
^^ worthy town of note near adjacent, and was 
^^ therefore called Bosworth field. That this 
^^ -battle was fought in this plain, appeareth 
by many remarkable places : By a little 
mount cast up, where the common report 
is, that at the first beginning of the battle 
Henry earl of Richmond made his parse- 

o ^^netical 
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netical oration to his army; by diversi 
pieces df artnoilr, ^eapdns, and other war- 
" like accoutrements^ and by many arrow- 
" heads here founds whereof, about 20 years 
since, at the inclosure of the lotdship of 
Stoke, great store were digged up, of 
*^ which some I have now [[1622J in my 
custody, being of a long, large, and big 
proportion, fer greater than any now in 
" use : to also by relation of the inhabitants^ 
^^ ^ho' haye many occurrences and passages 
" yet fresh in memory ; by reason that some 
" persons thereabout, which saw the battle 
" fought, were living within less than 40 
** years ; of which persons myself have seen 
*^ sotne, and have heard of th^if discourses, 
" though related by the second hand. 

'* At thife place king ttichard III. (having 
" brought down a great army to encounter 
** Henry Earl of Richmond, coming from 
'^ Leicester) the night before the battle pitched 

'' his 
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^^ hid tents ; and, as the report hath gone^ 
" was entertained here with two unwelcome 
*^ accidents ; the one a prediction, the dtiier 
*^ a vision* For the first, it was foretold, 
*^ that if ever king Richard did come to meet 
his adversary i« a place that was com- 
passed with towns whose termination wad 
'^ in ton*y that there he should come to great 
^^ distress ; or else, upon the same occasion, 
did happen to lodge at a place beginning 
and ending with the same syllable of j^ii 
(as this of Anbian)y that there he should 
^^ lose his life, to expiate that wicked murder 
^^ of his late wife Anne, daughter and co« 
** heir of Bichaid N^vile earii of Salisbury 
*^ and Warwick. The vision is reported to 
^^ be in this manner : King Richard lying 
in his tent, there appeared unto him divers 
fearful ghosts, running about him, not 
sufiering him to take any rest, stiU crying 

* " What number is adjacent, may by the Map be 
perceived.'* Burton. 

o 2 " revenge j 
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revenge; which vision he related to hid 
friends in the monuhg. But Polydore 
Vergil^ in his English History^ in the life 
of king Richard III. will not have this to 
be any vision of dreain at all^ but only a 
^^ guilty conscience. His words are these : 
'^ ^Verikm id credo non fuit soinnium, sed 
^^ conscientia scelerum ; conscientia, inquam, 
^' e6 gravior^ qu6 culpa major, quae, si aliks 
^^ nunquam, at extremo vitse die, solet nobis 
^' commissa nostra representare^ ac illorum 
^' simul impendentes poenas monstrare^ ut 
^' merit6 ad id temporis punctum mal^ actse 
vitfle pcenitentes hinc tristes migrare coga- 
mur.' And assuredly there is no defence 
or shield like to a good conscience, nor 
" a crueller torment than an evil con- 
" science ; as well he hath observed it, upon 
*^ the many vile plots and cruel murders 
" by the said king Richard committed ; 
" as the violent death of king Henry VI. 
" and of Edward prince of Wales his son ; 

*^ king 



it 
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^ king Edward V. and his brother Richard 
" duke of York, his brother's sons ; queen 
" Anne his wife, Henry duke of Bucking- 
^^ ham, William lord Hastings, Anthony 
" earl Rivers, sir Richard Grey, and many 
^ others. Another accident here happened 
^^ to John Howard duke of Norfolk, a chief 
*^ friend of king Richard ; who having a 
^ caveat given him by a rhyming distich (as 
** the vulgar Chroniclers say) fixed upon his 
pavilion ; but (as the more received report 
goeth) by a letter thrown into his tent, 
^^ discovering the falling off of the puissant 
^^ lord Stanley, and the revolt of many 
" other of the nobles j which he, whether 
^^ upon a strong assurance of the king's 
*^ power, or the touch of his own allegi- 
*^ ance, or, perhaps, deferment of the read** 
^^ ing thereof to some fitter time, neglected 
^^ the perusal, and consequence thereof ; and 
^^ so, witH the king, was there slain ; like 
^^ to Julius Csesar, whQ^l^as he was gbing to 

"the 
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^ the Senate - house, had a libel deliv«re4 
'^ to him by Artemidorus, a philosopher of 
^< CnidoB (as it is in Flatarch), oxke oC the 
<< conspirators, and a familiar of Brutus the 
^^ arch-traitor^ diseoveriDg all the plot and 
^ ciresmstances dierec^: whidi he, then 
^ n^lecting to take view thereof, put into 
^ his bosom, reserving it to some fit oppor-*^ 
*f tunitjy aod was in ihe said house then 
^ slain/' 



Tbtts far I have given the exact words 
of Mr. Burton, die wiginal Historian of 
Leicestershire, a great part of it transcribed 
in IfilO from his till then anpublished MS. 
Bat I shall doabtkss stead excised for en- 
tering moK particolaify into the history of 
an event se important ia the English Annals. 

The plain ealtedi -Boswarih JRdd is spa-r 
fooas; and, being verjr nearly surrouxided 
vnth hiUs and wwkIs, 1km a be^uliftdly aoble 

appearance. 



fiOSWORTH FIELD. 187 

^pearynce. Hie woods c^ Snttoo Chaineil 
ami 6f Anbien^ in particular^ have a atrikiog 
effect ; but no pillar is erected to Gomm^mo- 
rate the event *. Th^ place famed ior one of 
the most important events in the Eoglisb 
Annak is only ascertained by oral tradition. 

The ^hort but ev^n^tM r^gn of hipg 
Richard III. comn^eno^d Jw)^ S^, 1^83; 
and, after having beep r^^l^ly cfp^wja^ ai 
Westioifister pn the ^h pi Jji|lyy jRApln^cd 
thought it prudent to v»}ss .it J^o&a^s^ ff^to 
tW North, through Ww4fior^ Ch^oifA, ^nd 
Coventry, to Leicester, whence «9Mera}/of hia 
^vra^rawts in that year, firom ik^ IJili If} the 
19th of August, are d^ted. 

One of these is here jcopied : 
'' Bichflj^, by the grace of God, &e. fo 
^^ all our officejB, legenes, and aubgetts, to 

* On this subject, see the Preface to the present 
Volume. 

* • - 

" whom 
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^^ whom o' lettres shall he shewed^ greting^ 
^^ Forsemech 03 we have cb'manded o*" trusty 
^^ squier and servant Nicholas Spicer^ one of 
^^ thousshers of our chambre, for to doo ii 
^^ thousand Walshe billes in all hast possible 
to he p^'oveyd' and made for us (and by 
these presents have geven unto him power 
^^ and autorite for to take^ in our name, in 
any place where him shall seme most ex- 
pedient, as many smythes as shall be by 
^^ him be thought necessarye for thaccom- 
^* plishing enne extent in yt behalve) : We 
** therefore will and charge you all and eny 
^^ of you that unto our said servant, o*" such 
^^ as by him shalle be assigned thereunto, ye 
^^ be obeieng, helping, and assisting, in all 
^* wise as it apperteynethe, w***owt failling, 
^^ as ye well answere unto us at yo^ perill. 
♦* Yevcn at Leicestre, the xvii^ day of Au-? 
^^ gust, y^ first yere of our reigne*/' 

* Preserved among the Harleian MSS. ip the Bri- 
tish Museum, No. 433. p. 110. b. 

From 
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From Leicester the new Monarch pro- 
^eededy through Nottingham, to York; 
whence, preparatory to a second coronation, 
he sent an order on the 31st of August to 
Piers Courteys, the keeper of his wardrobe, 
for an immense cargo of ^^ extraordinary gar- 
^^ niture ;'' and the ceremony was solemnly 
performed, in the beginning of September, 
in the Chapter-house, by the archbishop ; of 
which a full account is preserved by Mr, 
Drake, in his " History of York/' 

The attentions which the King received 
in that antient city were requited by some 
especial grants and immunities; but in the 
short period of two months, the good citizens, 
of York had notice from the king, Oct 11, 
1483, ^' that the duke of Buckingham had. 
^^ traiterously turned upQn him, contrary to 
f ^ the duty of his legiaunce*. 

« Drake's History of York, p. IIS. 

April 
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April 11^ 1484, another letter was ad- 
dressed by the kiag to the laaagistrates of 
Tork, ^vkig aa aecoant of ^^ th« number 
^ of lyes and contumelious speeches which 
^ were then spread abroad against him*/' 

That the pretensions of the earl of Rich- 
BKmd soon afterward b^an to give alarm, is 
erident from ihe following mandate to the 
mayor, of Windsor : 

•^ R Rex. By the King. 
^ Trusty and well beloved, we greet you 
^ well. And for as much as wee be credi- 
^^ bly informed^ that our rebells and tray- 
^ tours, now confedered w* our antient ene- 
^ mies of France, by many and sundry wayes 
conspire and study the meanes to y^ sub- 
vercon' of this our realme, and of unity 
amongst our subjects ; as in tending vrnt^ 

* Prake's History of York, p. 1 19. 

'' ings. 
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^ ings, by seditious ptnons, W^ ooMter* 
feyt and contrive hl^e ioTenc^onis, tydingBf 
and rumours^ to th' intent to provoke and 
stirre discord and division betwixt us and 
our Ll^, which be as feithfully disposed 
as any subjects can suffice : Wee therfore 
will and com'ande you streigthly, that, in 
eschewing of the inconvenients abovesaid, 
you pat you in utt^tnost devoire^ if any 
8u(di romaurs or writings come apiongst 
you^ to search and enquire of the first 
^ shewcra and uttorers thcMof : Aii4 j^ 
^ that ye ri&ail see find ye doe oc^aiitt luito 
^^ sure warde ; mid after proceerf to (l;heyr 
^^ sharp punishmS in example and feare af aB 
^^ oither^ not failing hereof in any 'wiee dm ye 
enteiad to please m> iand will answers «oto 
us at your perills. Yeoven undef our sig- 
nett, at pur pakce^^f WestaT^ 'f 6 daky of 
^ Decemibtr £1484.3*'' 

From 
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From the high-spirited and gallant earl of 
Bichmond, we soon after find the following 
manifesto : 

^* Henry e. of Richm"^^ before he was k. to 
^* his ireinds here in Engl**, from beyond 
^^ the seas, &c. 

*^ R* trusty, wor'p*ll, and hon'ble good 
^* freinds and our allyes, I greet you well. 
^^ Being given to understand your good de- 
/^ voir and intent to advance me to y^ fur- 
^^ therance of my rightfiill clsdme, due and 
*^ lineall inheritance of y* cfowne ; and for 
^^ y* just depriving of that homicide and un- 
*^ natural tyrant w*"*^ now unjustly bears do- 
^^ minion over you : I -give you to under- 
^^ stand, y^ noe Christian heart can be more 
*^ full of ioye and gladnes, then y* heart of 
^^ me yo"^ poore exiled firlend, who will, upon 
^* y* instance of your sure advertise what 
** powers ye will make ready, and what 
^^ captains and leaders you gett to conduct, 

^' be 



BOSWORTH FIELD. 193 



ti 






" be prepared to pass over y® sea w*^ such 

" forces as my ffreindes here are preparing 
for me. And if I have such good speed 
and success as I wish according to your 

'^ desire, I shall ever be most forward to 
remember, and wholly to requite, this 
your great and most lovinge kindness in 
my just quarreU. Yeoven under our sig- 

" nett. HI. 

" I pray you give credence to y* messen- 

^' ger of y* he shall impart to you*." 

In a letter addressed to the people of 
England, dated Westminster, June 23, 1485, 
Richard artfully persuades them ^^ to resbt 
" Henry Tiidor, and his attainted traitors, 
^^ whom he pronounces murderers, adulterers, 
" extortioners, rebels to God, honour, and 
^^ nature ; who obey his antient enemy the 
" French king; and, under Henry their bas- 

* Had. MSS. 787, fol. 2. b. 

tard 
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'' terd leaderi forgotten in double admltefy^ in^ 
^^ tmd to enter Im kingdom, and^ by o<id« 
'^ qiiesty des^l hn subjects of life^ liberty, 
'^ and goods ; to destroy all tHe hooolurable 
^^ blood in the reakn, end seize their posses^ 
^^ ^ons : therefore advises every inari.ta Jiftrup 
^^ his htiid iagaixist thtai^/' 



€€ 
€i 

ii 



An order occurs among the recotds at 
York^ July 8, for the citisens to be ^^ de- 
^^ fensibly arrayed {" and on the 16th of 
August it was directed, that ^^ John Spoil, 
sergeant to the niaie> should tide to Not- 
fingham^ to the Kiiig^s Gtace, tb ubdek^* 
stand his pleasure in sending up any of 
" his subjects within the city of York, for 
^^ the Subduing of his enemies lately arrived 
in the parts of Wales, or otherwise to be 
disposed at his moist high pleasure \* and 
on the 19th, in consequence of a message 

* See this Letter at large in Mr, Hutton^s "His- 
tory of Bosworth Field," p. 29, 

from 
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from the king, from Beskwooid, ^^ 400 mejrli 
^^ defensibly arrayed^ John Hastitigs gentte-* 
^^ man of the mace being captain^ Were imt- 
^^ dered, in all haste possible^ to depart to* 
^^ wards the King's Grace^ for the subdiwg 
^^ of his enemies^. 

On Sunday, July 31, 1485^ Bicbra9|l4 
set sail from Harfleur; landed at Mil^tmi 
Haveti on the 6th of August ; alld mturched^ 
through Wales, by Dell^ Haverfdrdwest^ 
Cardigan, New Town, and Welsh Fool, to 
Shrewsbury, and thence, through Newport 
and Stafford, to Liohfield, where he en« 
camped for a day or two, and theq pro- 
ceeded to Tamworth, wh^re his drtny ar-* 
rived late in the evening of August 18 j but 
he himself, following in the rear with about 
twenty horsemen, missed his ro^d, md 
passed the night solitarily at a little village 

♦ Drake's History gf York, p. 1 20. 

three 
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three miles distant. Early on the Idth^ 
after shewing himself at Tamworth to hid 
anny^ he had an interview with his father-' 
in-law lord Stanley at Atherstone^ when 
measures were concerted for the fature ope«» 
rations; and in the evening he was joined 
by sir John Savage, sir Bryan Sanford, sir 
Simon Digby, and many other experienced 
warriors. On the SOth^ Richmond en-^ 
camped at Atherstone ; and on the 21st both 
armies were in sight of each other for the 
whole day. 

Richard^ despising the supposed weakness 
of his adversary, yet desiring effectually to 
crush him, led his army^ on the 16th, in 
great regal state, from Nottingham castle to 
Leicester ; which town he entered in open 
pomp, the crown -royal on his head; and, on 
the 17th, quitted it, in the same manner, 
expecting to meet his rival at Hinckley. 
That night he passed at Elmsthorpe, where 

his 
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his officers slept in the Church. On the 
18th he marched to Stapleton^ where he 
pitched his camp on ground called The 
JBradshaws, where he continued tiU Sun- 
day the 21st, when both armies came in 
sight of each other. In the evening Richard 
removed to Anbein hilly where ^^ he pitched 
^^ his field, refreshed his soldiers, and took 
*^ his rest*.^' The next morning early, 

* ^^ Richard is thought to have despised his enemy 
^ too much, and been too dilatory in* bis motions. 
^ (See the Notes on the Paston Letters.) As the cou- 
^^ test was almost personal, the Royal Commanders 
^ should in prudence have kept out of danger ; but, 
^ for the same reason, were obliged to encounter the 
^'greatest, as they could not decently desire their 
*' followers to do for them what they themselves 
« would not do for themselves, who alone w^re to be 
** benefited. It is the case of Cyrus and Art^xerxes : 
" only that the invader succeeded. In such cases 
** the judgment would be, to appoint a band of deter- 
" mined men to lay by till they could see where the 
^' opposite Commanders were ; with orders to fight 

P " neither 
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bringing all his men out of the oamp infio 
the plain, he ordered both horsemen kdd 
footmen to be drawn up in a length* of line, 
that their numbers might appear as large at 
possible. The archers were placed in tfa^ 
front, under the command of the duke of 
Norfolk and his son the earl of Surrey. This 
long vanguard was followed by Richard him^ 
•elf if^th a chosen band, supported on each 



*' neither with great nor sotall, but him ohiy, tts all 
'* depends apoti hit death. It seetns that Richard 
^ attempted somevrhat of this kind ; but he should 
<' not have been of the party Mmself^ unless we siqp- 
^' pose that Richard had alienated the minds of some 
^* of his chief followers, as certainly was the case of 
** Stanley. His own known character as a soldier, 
^ his superiority in numbers, and, as one should sup* 
pose, better appointed, must have secured him the 
victory ; but, as Voltaire remarks, every invader of 
*' England succeeds : luckily, the last proved an ex- 
" ception to the rule," G. Ashby. — May all future 
attempts at invasion prove equally abortive ! 

side 
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iide with Wings of horsemen. The whole 

number exceeded 16^000. 

• ■ 

The army of Richmond^ which amojaip^ed 
not to 5000^ was proportionally arnnged 
by their gallant leader. Tlie archers^, in a 
nanrow fronts were led by the earl of Oxford; 
the right wing was entrusted to sir Gilbert 
Talbot, the left to sir John Savage. Rich«* 
mond himself reserved a good company of 
horse^ and a small number of foot. 

Op each side the leader addressed his 
troops with a splendid oration ; ^/ which was 
^< scarcely finishedj^'' says aii old Historian, 
^^ but the one army espied the other. Lord ! 
how hastily the soldiers buckled thek 
jixelms, how quickly the arcliefs bent their 
*^ bows, and brushed their feathers — how 
readily the billmen shook their bills and 
proved their staves*, ready to approach aoMi 

* So Shakspeare, ^ Stb that my staves be sotind.** 

f2 Church* 
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^^ join when the terrible trumpet should sound 
«* the bloody blast to victory or death ! Be- 
" t ween both armies there was a great morass, 
^* wluch the earl of Richmond left on his right 
^^ band for this intent, that it should be on 
^^ that side a defence for his part ; and in so 
^^ doing he had the sun at his back, and in 
** the feces of his enemies." 




The first conflict of the archers being 6ver, 
the armies met fiercely with swords and bills ; 
and at this period Richmond was joined by 
lord Stanley, which determined the fortune 
of the day. In this battle (which lasted 
little more more than two hours) above one 
thousand persons were slain on the side of 
Richard. Of Richmond's army scarcely 
100 were slain; among whom the principal 

Churchyardy mentioning an action in which he was, 
says, *^ None of the English returned without having 
^^ broken two or three staves." In tilting I under- 
stand this, not in battle. G. Ashby. 

person 
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person was sir William BrandoD, his 
standard-bearer. 

The victor was crowned in the field by sir 
William Stanley, with a crown of omaoient 
which Richard wore in the battle, and which 
was found by sir Reginald Bray* ampng the 
spoils. A tradition remains that it was se^ 
creted in a bush on this hillf . 

After the battle, Henry VII. went to Co- 
ventry with his army, and lodged at the 
mayor's house (by name Robert Onley), 
whom he knighted ; at which time the city 
presented him with 100/. and a cup X* 

• Gent Mag. 1789, vol, LIX. p. 424. 

t ** Richard wore his crown openly with design. 
^ It could not therefore be secreted till after his &11 ; 
'^ and, when once separated from his head, might be 
'' run away with, and hid any where close to^ or more 
<< likely at a distance from, where the king fell.** 

G. Ash BY. 

X Dugdale> Warwickshire voL I. p. 143. 

"On 
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^' Oa the 23d of August, it waa^ shewecl; 
by divers persons, especially by John* 
Spon, sent unto the field of Redmore to 
bring tidings from the ^ame to the city, 
that king Richard, late ULwfuXly reigiiing 
^ over us, was^ thi'ough great treason ot 
** the duke of Norfolk, and many others that 
^^ turned against him, with many other lords 
^* and nobility of the North parts, pite(m$ty 
^^ slain and murderedy to the great hevines of 



^^ this city ; it was therefore determined, at 
^^ the woJSiU season^ to apply to the earl 
** of Northumberland for kdvice*/' 

On the 24th, it appeared that the earl of 
Northumberland was with king Henry at 
Leicester; in whose name a proclamation 
was made, on the 25th, for the preservation 
of the peace ; which thus concludes : " More- 
^^ over, the King assertayneth you, that 

♦ Drake'fli History of York, p. 121- 

*^ chard 
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<^ chard late duke of Glpucester, late qefied 
king Richard, ^as slaia at a place caUed 
Sandefordy within the shire of Leicester, 
and brought dead off the field unto the 
^^ town of Leicester, apd there was laid 
<< openly, that every man might se^ and 
^^ look npon him ; and also there was slain, 
^^ upon the same field; John late duke 6i 
^^ Norfolk, John late earl of Lincoln, Tho- 
^^ mas late earl of Surrey, Fraiuns Viscount 
M Lovell, sir Walter Devereux lord Fer* 
^^ iwes^ Bichard Rateliff knight, Robert 
Brakenbury knight, with many other 
knights, squiers, and gentlemen ; qf whose 
'^ SQuleg God have meny^.*^ 

% 
« * 

The- subsequent impiNrtant events are fully 
detailed by most of our English Historians ; 
hut liie foUoiwing namukive is now first 
printiBd from a M& piesenred in the British 

« Drake's History of York, p. 122. 

Museum ; 
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Museum^; the title of which states it to 
haVe been ** borowyd of Henry Savyll :" 

^* When Henri erle of Richmond cam in 
" at M ylford Haven^ he sayd thes words : 
^ A ! Yngland^ I am enteryd here to 
clayme myne heritage. Jhesu, that dyed 
on Good Friday, and Mary his mothar^ 
^ s^id me the love of the Lord. Stanley he 
^^ hathe maried my mothar ; it is longe sithe 
^^she saw me; I trust to Jesus we shall 
^^ mete, and. oar brother syr William Stan- 
'' ley/ 






^^ Let us leve Heqry, and speke of Richard 
^^ in his dignitie, and the mysfortune that 
^^ hym befell : a wicked cownsell drew hym. 

^^ The lord Stanley, sterne and stowte, he 
^^ may be callyd flowre in his cuntrye, and 
^^ that was well sene at Barwicke, when all 

« Harl. MSa 542. fol. 34. 

" the 
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^/ the lords of England let it be thai jastle 
^^ wightly cowlde he wine; than of kynge 
^^ Richard toke he leve, and set good role 
^.^ amonge the comon'tie; but wicked cown* 

^^ sell drew Richard Thes was ..the 

^^ words they sayd to hym : * We thinke ^pw 
worke unwitily in Ei^knd, if ye wdd cbn- 
tynew kynge ; for bothe lord Stanley> lord 
Strange, and the Chamberlaytie, thes iii 
may bringe agaynst yow on a day, that no 
^^ lords may in England far nor nere, and 
^^ the sonns of the mother that are bamshed 
<< may caws yow short tyme to were.. the 
^^ crowne/ Then k. Richard made owt me- 
^ sengars fieur into the West contrie to the 
^^ lord Stanley, to repayr to hym with spede. 
Then the lord Stanley bowned hym toward 
kyng Rychard ; but he fell sycke at Man- 
chestar by the waye,^ as was the wyll of 
God. To the lord Strange then callyd he, 
^^ and sayd thes words to hym : ^ In goodly 
^^ haste bowne must ye to wyt the will' of 



ii 
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^Richard owr kyng/ The • . lard 

*^ Stfknge bownyd him to ryde to kynge 
*^ Bichard. When be earn before hym, and 
** knelyd do%me, kynge Richard eayd, ^ Wel- 
^^ eoitoe lord Strange^ and kynsman neore ; 
^ wlier 18^ any lord in England of aunsitry 
^iafauld be so trew to his kyngeP Ther 
^ was no more oif this to say^ but to ward 
<< commandyd wee he; and messengara wer 
^^ naade into the West con try , to the lord 
*^ Stanley. Thee wer the words they sayd 
^^ to bym : ^ Yow nnist rayse mp nndar yowr 
^^ bamrnr to mayntayne Ryehard owr kynge^ 
^^for yondar comythe Ridiimond ormr the 
^^ilode with many an alyamit owt of far 
^^ ce«try^ to chalandge the erowne of £i^ 
^land; yow most leyse that under yowr 
^^ bahnar be with the noble powere that yow 
^ may bryoge, or els the lord Strange yow 
f ^ moste never se^ that is in danger of out 
<^ kynge/ In a vtadye still then that lord 
^ did etond^ and say^ ^ Jeea^ how may this 

^^be? 
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^^ be ? I ^e wittes of Hym that shope 
^^ both 86 and sande^ I nevar delt with 
^^ traytorie ; Richaid is the man that hathe 
^* no mercye ; he wold me and myne bon- 
^^ dage bringe ; thefefor agaynat hym will I 
^^ be/ Antother messengar ^came to William 
^^ Stanley, that noble knyght> and aayd^ 
" ^ K. Richard warethe y* to bringe Ay 
^^ royal tent ; his hope is holy iherin/ Then 
^^ answeryd the noble knyght^ ^ I marrayle 
<' of <mr kyng: he hathe my neryew, my 
^^ brothsur's heire ; a trewar knyght is not in 
*^ Cluristinte : he shall repent^ by eny thyng 
^^ that I can se well. K. Riohard this, for 
^^ all the power that he oan bringe, he ahaU 
^^ eythar fight or fle, or lose his lyfie. I 
^ make a vow, I shaU give him amxiie a 
^' btekefast on a day as never knyght gave 
^^ kynge. TherdRor, byde hym amy hym and 
^* his power; for he shidl ethar fy^t or ie, 
^^ or lose his lyfe/ l%an the mMSesgar 
^^ rydes to the kyi^, aii4 bblj^, ^ In Ae 

** contry 
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<' amtry.wher I have be; ineii mo gnfji' I 
^f bevar aa for the kird Strange aalwi tbttt,i» 
<^ bale 'doth lye ;: ihey eay : tb^ y^ :caw8e 
<« yoatO' light or* 6ye; <Mr elk to Ifrnth J^f^i^^ 
*^ lyfe/ Kynge Richatd aiki jled, j^p^ fW^ifQ^ 
^' by • ; '• • • when -they be raemUed , all, f I 
f^ wold the great; Turke wer agaynst me, 
^^ with Frestdr Johnw and ^ Sowdan ^ 
^ Sorre, with all theyr power* : fgf^all theyr 
^ manhod I -wold h^ kynge.' He ewgorejby 
^' Jesu and hya ibotbiu*, ^ that,' fnm, the 
^^ town of Lancastre to Shrowssberye, knyght 
^^ ne sqwire,. he wold iKtte^ nqn^^alyve^'and 
^^ he wold deal theyr, landk to • liia .ki^|^te% 
^< from the Holy Heade to Seynt David'a 
<< land ; wheras ar castells and toweni bye^ 
'^ I shall make parkes and playne fields : 
^^ firithe and forest fre, they shall all repent 
^' that evar he rose agaynst his kynge.' Tlien 
^^ he sent out messengars, bothe £u* and 
^^ nyghe, to deuke, earle/barpn, knyght, and 
<< othar in ther degre. Fart jof theyr namea 

''shall 
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^* shall yow kere that came to kjrnge Ri- 
" chard ; the duke of ' Northfolke, the erle 
of Surrey his heyre, the erJe of Kent, the 
erle of Shrowsbery, the ede of Northum- 
** barland, the erie of Westmerland, * Robert 
** Rydyssh, sir Robert Owtrege, sir Joha 
f^ Huntyilgton, sir John Wilinn, sir John 
*^ Smalby, sir Bryan of Stapleton, sir William 
** his cosen, the lord Bartley, the heirs of 
*^ Bardeyj the lord Fryn so gray, the lord 
Lovell chamberlayn of £ngland, the lord 
Hughe his cosyn, the lord Scrope of Ypo- 
sall, the lord Scrope of Bolton ; the lord 
^ Dakers raysed the North contrye ; the 
^ lord Owgle ; the lord Bower ; the lorde 
^* Graystoke, he browght a myghty many ; 
sir John Blekynson, sir Raffe Harebotley^ 
sir William Warde, syr Archebald with 
the good Rydley ; syr Nycholas Nabogay 
was not awaye ; sir Olyver of Chaston, sir 
Henry de hynd Horsay, sir John de Gray^ 
^sir Thomas de Mingombre^ sir Roger 

« Standfort, 
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f'tttaqdiMft, air RolwM Bnfcanbfryb, ■ sir 
<« fiw!^ JUndiii«Mn» nr IB&chtkd Gbo^vd^ 
« toQy m WLiMf Btoll0» Sit Tlionw Mar- 
<* QMltfihl, iir ftognr^SwdyU* mi Qhritiofer 
" Witfid, sir WiHittIi BAcklWt, w Odhd 
« CWbiinM^ sir BoBotC PIwiiitoii» -sir Wil<- 
f<aiiiaG«ilNi(^, sir'lianuiddoe GttiwtftMc^ 
f*:Mi; WiDiam Gooyiisy sir Mwtia q( Ihft 
*' Fes, sir Robttt GObHrd, sir BidMid fijett^ 
*< 4M1) sir John Lsdiis, sir H^ytsai Ratk 
■fdyf, nr IThoiiiaB bisbittdiiffi driWillyuai 
^' «heyr Wsdtttf* «ir ChxMtafer idfe Mattjte, 
^' tfir JdIib Nsitoii, sb ThouM 4s UlIsM)^ 
f<<yesBy> sir Bidfe Dskcrs •( «h« Ksriie, 
" flir Christofer the Morys, sir William Mbs«- 
'^ grave, sir Alexander Haymor, sir Creorge 
Mortyn6eld, sir Thomas Bniwgfaton, sir 
Christdfer Awayne, sir Bicduurd Tempest 
'< out of ihs DaXcf sir William his oosyn, 
f sir Baffe of Ashtoiii sir Boger Xiong In 
** Ajpedye, rir John Pudbay, Ax Rofaatft of 
** IM^dleton^ shr ThcnUas Stiyddand^. sir 

"John 



« 



BJOSWORTH FIELD. sit 

« John Nevill of Bloodfidlhve, sir Johii 
Adlyngton, sir Roger Hearon, sir James 
Harryngtoti^ sir Robart his brothar, Bir 
^^ Thomas Pilkylton. Ail thes sware kynge 
^^ Richard shuld were the crowne. 



It 



' r 



^ Now sImJ! I tell hoW-* Henry of Ric^-^ 
^* mond cam to the crowne. The lorde 
^ Stanley fiynn Lathom castle upon a day 
'^ bownyd he, with knyghts and esquiers in 
^ his compsny, with theyr bannars^ fearce 
** to fyght, to mantayn Henry to be theyr 
*^ kynge. To the New Castell undar Lyne 
'^ this lorde toke the way, with his noble 
men in coinpanye; he told them wagys 
the noble powers that he dyd bryftge. 
«' Sir William Stanley, that noble hnyght, 
" fix)m the Castell of the Holt to the North* 
'' wycke he rode, and told his men D(ragis 
^ all the Northe Wayles the most part/ iiiid 
•* the flower of Chestar, which he did bryAge 
l^ earlye on a Sonday at moflie. Sit WilHsim of 

" Stanley 
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** Stanley removyd from the Northewicke* to 
^^ the towne of Stone. By then was Henry 
'^ come' to Stafford ; and a prevy message 
sent he ^ to hym with a certayn parson, 
lliat noble knygbt rod to Sta£Pord toward 
the kynge. When that he saw the prince 
in syght^ he knelyd downe, and hent hymby 
^^ thc^ hand ; and sayd, ^ I am more glade of 
'^ the then all the gold in Crystentye ; I trust 
t ^^ to the lord my &ther and ye that in Eng- 
land I shal be kynge/ Theb the othar 
saydy * Welcome, Soveraygne Kynge Hea- 
ry; chalendge thye heritage, aild this 
land; loke thow fyght, and nevar flye: 
remembar anothar day who dothe for thee, 
yf thow be kynge/ Leve of the prince 
tane, he came agayn, by the lyght of the 
day^ unto the lytle towne of Stone, early 
on a Saturday. To Lychfeld removyd old 
and yonge. At Worsley bredge ther. be- 
fome, they had a syght of Henry that 
shuld be kynge. Unto Lychefild th^- 

^^ryde; 
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^^ ryde; a hautot of aroies came to number 
^^ the eompaBj that was with the knygfat ; 
^^ it was a goodly syght; gofiues in Ijji^^ 
^^ fyld craked; glad was all the chevalry 

- r 

^^ that was on Heixry's party. Throngheoat 
^^ Lychefyid rydes that knyght ; and o& the 
^^ othar syd tairyed he, tyll a message cam 
to hym, and sayd, ' Lord Stanley is his ine- 
myes nye ; they be but a lytle way atw^pe; 
^^ he will fight within thes thre howres 
** with Richard of England, callyd kyng/ 
« *That wold I not (quod the knyght) for 
^^ all the world in Cristentie ;' and toward 
^' Tanworth he toke the way. He came to 
^* Adorstone ere nyght, wher the lord Stan- 

• « 

^' ley lay in a dale, with trompets, and a 
^^ goodly company : all that nyght they their 
^^ abode. Upon Sunday they hard masse ; 
" and to a fayr field toke the way; the va* 
^ ward lord Stanley had, his brothar sir 
" William in the rerewjurd, his sonne Ed- 
'^ war4 in a wynge. Then came prince 

Q " Henry. 
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". Ifctuy. <• rit .^rBa ngpodly tj^t to MtlSta 
m^^nig of tbem» ^ lodb uMi,tb»kyiigei- 
illpwl ii:ba^:iieaner}4«& thel>Iuagii,j,'fi.ly(le 
** Jt!i»Cate the: ii]^<» . . Oi| die vmrtem, i/^aina- 
"ititift^lmke fan 03/1^^' kyi^ HcfirjF a«kyd 

'f .the. wAward of the^locd Stanley, .which he 

gmwntyd^ .aqd tlfat.to him iiii koyghls.to- 
gf^ «ith hym te. th^vawa94>:;|SUbert Tal* 

^f jmt^ Joha. Savage^. sir Hifg^,]P«nam|yi^. 

^^and^ttr Gftvige^Staj!]^;. thmjuray^ tbmi. 
.^ jdie Tawai4,.i9^ ^ %9gef s^ .locd 

^f JUj^Staid^ waB the hyndermoetf: at- 
^f die^firataettyng.,. .Tlien they nmovydito. 
^^ a hyghe mountayne ; and^ lokyng into a 
^fdale. of ... . qiyles coompasse, they saw 
DO syght for armyd men and^ tiaped steds 
in iiii battayls. The duke of Nprfolke ad« 
^nsyd his bannar ; so dyd yonge erle of 
Shri^erye^ and. erle of Oxford*. » The.. 
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♦ ** The erle of Oxford was on iyng Henry^s syde.*' 

" kyng 
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*^' kyc^Bichard had vii skoremrgents thiyt wisr 
^^.^eyned and lockyd in a row/ and as many 
^5 buinbardsi and thousands of morys pyks^ 
ha^ebushesy &c. Kyng Richard loo)tyd 
into a mountayne hye, and saw the ban- 
^^ nar of the lord Stanley; and sayd^ ^ Fetche 
'^ the lord Strange to me^ or els he shall dye 
'^ this day.' They brought the lord unto 
his syght, and he sayd, ^ For thy deathe 
make the redy.' Then answaryd that noble 
^^ knyghty and sayde^ ^ I cry God and the 
^^ world mercy. Ihesus^ I take to witnes, 
** that I was nevar tray tor to my kynge.' 
^^ Upon a gentelman then called he. La- 
ff thome was his name ; ^ and evar ye come 
" into my contrie^ grete well my gentell- 
^^ men and yomen ; they had a mastar, now 
*^ have they none.' Then he drew a rynge 
of his fingar, and sayd, ' Give this to my 
ladye ; if the field be lost on our partye^ 
take my sonne that is myne heire^ and fly 
into a £blt contrye.' Then came a knyght 
L / q2 "to 
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^^tytne to Idkr about ;kk6 haw yow i»* 
*f wwd bcgynetha to fyght. '- When ye hiivift 
^' the lathar and tonne the yeaian^ lokft^yow' 
'^ what deathe ^hey shall dye ) ye may head 
^< all at jovfT own will/ With that, fdrta- 
^^nate worde they counteryd together fafi 
^ ega]4y. Whan the vawavd began to fight, 
««hynge Henry d]^ ftdl tnanfoUy; so dyd 
^ the erk of Oicferd^ mdyd eir John 8a- 
^ vage; fiir Gilbert Talbot dyd the lyioer 
^^ sir Hughe Percivall alsoi with many other. 
<^Kyn^ Richard, in a marris, dyd stand 
^ nombred to xx thousand and thre undar 
his bannar. Sir William Stanley remem* 
bringe the brekfast that he promysed hym, 
'^ downe at a banke lie hyed^ and set fiersly 
on the kynge : they counteryd together 
sadly. The archers let theyr arrows flye j 
*^ they shot of goonns ; many a bannaj he» 
" gan to show that was on Richard's partye; 
** with grownd wepons they joyned : there 

'' dyed 
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^< ;4yed many . a dowgh ty kiiyght. Then t6 
5 Vjbyng . Bichatd^ ther cam a knyght^ and 
f^./Mlyd^ ^I bold k tyme for ye t6 flye; 
!^ yoodar Stafdciy* Iub dynts be ao sore, 
^^ agaynit tbom.' soiiy no inan atand. Hef h 
f^ itky bora for to;ryde : ; aa otbar day ya ma>^ 
ffiiivoMbipe wyne/ . He sayd^ ^ Brp!^g tti^ 
^^'i)iy .battayl ajoa in ray \nkaAi and set the 
^i:i(n)wiift5 of gold'on mybed ao bye; for^ 
fSby bym tbat ahbpe^bolbe ae and sand, 
^ - -kypge of Efig4and tbis daiy will I dye ; one 
^f fo0te /away :! will not fle, whiU breth6 
ff ¥r^ b^de my brest wit]|in«^ Aa be sayd, 
5< >o dyd be;<be lost bis lyffe. On lus 
'f aiandatd tben foat tbey dyd lygbt. Tbey 
5^. bewyd tbe crowne of gold from hii bed 
^f with dowtfuU dents : hii dciatbe was dyght 
'' The duke of Norfolke dyd flya; the Wd 
^\ S«nrey» with many nthar nuK And boldly 
f^.4xa bci!lB tbey dyd bym bryiige. And many 
^^. a; noble knyght then lost tbayr lyfie with 
^< Eiebivd tbeyr kyage. There was dayft 

" syr 
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^^syr Richard RatclyflE;^ one' of kynge JRi- 
^^. chard's couiisell ; syr WiUidm Cpn JWs, 
** ser Robart of BrackanUeiy, syr Richard 
^^ of CharriDgtoa. Am^oagat all odur^ I 
" remember tow^ air William. Brand was the 
^^Vone of tho; kyoge Henry's standani 'he 
^^.hevyd on hye^ and vamisyd it, tyll Mth 
^^.deathe's deilt:he was stryken downe. ; Syt 
'' Richard PeKLvall,. ThuHeball the otkir 
hight^ kynge^* Richard's standard he ^ept 
on hyghe, tyll bothe hifei '^gg^ iifr^r^-tiit 
hym fro J .yetlto the grownd he woldfiot 
let it goo^ whiU .faretheiwas in his'^brest. 
^f Then they rt movyd to a mountayne hyghe, 
*^ and withe a voyce they cryed Kynge 
f^ Heniy* .The crowne of gold was dely- 
" veryd to the lord Stanley; and untokydge 
" Henry then went he^ and delyveryd-it, as 
** to the most worthe to were the cro^wrie 
" and be thqyr,kynge. They browght kyn^ 
'^ Richard thethar that nyght, as nakyd* as 
^' ?var he was borne, and in the New Warke 

" was 
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** ''fnA hfe ' h^d, ■ that - niany a mail .nu^bt 

^- Bichalrd, it » unWer«% ackfidwfedged, 
p*ribnned pi^igies of • valbur. t)e8]^n|te, 
perhaps, ^ the last, he''tiibhed furious J into 
the thickest of the fight/ slew numbers, iirtd 
among them the stanckrd^benrei' of Ribh- 
mond^ with his own liand'; and fell (eU) < 'list, 
inglorioualy (if tradition may .he credited^, 
by ia treacHerous blow from one of '■ his: imn 
followers. His body was thrown across a 
horse, and carried for interment to tlie Grey 

■ a 

Friars ^t Xieicestert t . 
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** After revenge and rage had satiated 
'^ their barbaroiis cruelties upon his dead 
" body, they gave his rciyal earth a bed of 
'^ earth, honourably, appointed by the order 
'^ of King Henry the Seventh, in the chief 
^* Church of Leicester^ called St Mary's, bor 
" longing to Ae or^r and society of *he 

u Grey 
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^^ Grey. Friers ; the. King in bhort time after 
^^ causing a fsSr tomb of mingled-^colpured 
^^ marble^ adorned with his statue, to be 
.^^ erected thereujiion ; to whi^h tott^ gratefbl 
^^ pen bad alao destined an epitaph, the copj 
*^ whereof ([nevfer . fixed to his stone} I have 
^^ seen in a recorded manuscript book chained 
^^ to a table in a chftmber in the GttUdhall of 
.^' Londota, whidi (the fwita and corruptions 
<< amended) is thus represented^ together with 
^. the title thereunto pcefix^^ as I found it : 

■ • ■ 

^' Epitaphium Regis Kiohardi Tertii« aepulti ad Lei- 
cestriam, jussu et sumptibus S^ Re^« Henrici Septimi^ 
^* Hie ego, quem yario teliqs $Vih marmore claudit, 

Tertius a just&* voce Ricbardun eram. 
Tutor eram patriw^ patrius pro jqre fiepotiii 

Diruptft, tenui regna Britanna, fide. 
Sezaginti^ dies binis duntazat ademptis 

/Estatesque tuli tunc ^ mea sceptra duas. 

1.1 

fortipST^ in bello certans'' desertus ab Anglis, 
Rex Henrice, tibi, septime, succubuL 

At sumptuy pius ipse, tuo^ sic ossa dicaras % 
Begem oimu|ue Skis regis hooore cqIi. 

Quatur >• 
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Quatttor exci^ptis jam laiilfilK^ <|aitfqfie bin aniiiit 
Acta trccciita qaideUd^ Imlra ialutia eranU 

AnteqM Sepiembfii tttidenH Ittf^e kilendaa, 
Reddideram mln^jtKlt pteiita^ Ross. 

At ibea, qiiisquis em^ proptier CQOimiiwa precare^ 
Sit minor ut precibua pcena levatat tais.** • 



• t • 



^«^ Various readings in this epitapft, tn a copy gtrea 
by Sandford, p. 4ii!sl; from tbe HeraMif College 
MSti. 1^1. 1, p. 3 : ■ 

• Multa. ^ Nam patrio tilton- * Non>> : ^ M«fUfti 
^ PecQ^as, f Dtejditajuri^ :. < Fieoda, 

• # » • , 

f . ■ ' • • 



* • \ 



<< I wba am laid beneadi this 

• . ■ • . ■ . « . 

Richard the Third, possessed the British Throne. 

My Cpuntry^s Guardian in my Nephew*s claiinp 

• • • ' 

By trust betrayM I to tbe Kingdom 6ame. * 

Tm> ye&fs and sixty days, utye t^ I r^igftM; 

And bravely strove in fight ; but, tiiisuataitl*d. 

My English left me ia tlie luckless field. 

Where I to Henry's arme wes forced to yield. 

Yet at hb cost my corse this Tomb obtainsi 

Who piously interred me, and ordains 

That Regal honours wait a King's remains. 

tb' 
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The tweDty«-firatoftAugwli wtetri«i {hmw: 
And aU its nght«;i aid464fa^RiMi'BbMivifoie; 
Reader, whoever thoa «ft^ tliy piiByen bes^^ 
*P atone my AsAmeB, and^^aiq my pains bcfew.^ 

«' The ivlckedatid ty^oibal j[iiiiic^ 'l^gig 
'f Richard Illn bebfi: alain at Boewoith. hiQ 

'< Xieicester (aKt^ Grey frien])) :apd .bnned 
<^ m ''{heir'<lifli)pet^4fa)»ttYi:«t''^ diMofttdon 
'« wheiecff;i%e pkaf^^M Burial fakpp4iied 
^^ to fidl into the b^unda of a citizen's garden ; 
^^ wbichbeing (after) pordliaaed by Mr. Ro^ 

'< bert mplkii (^e i^^'infiyo^ df l>ic^. * 

^^ ^ .■;; -i^'i ^-J- 'iji -*!- - -^-^ -i'!.^ •'A: • i" #**^ ij-^ -•■-•• -J 
^^ ter}^ vas. by him covered witq a fipuDdsom^ 

** stone pillar^ three feet high^ with this in^ 

" scriptioQ : * Here lies the body qf^ftichard 

^^ ELL, some time kipg of England.'.. This 

" he shewed me (Ghrisitopher Wreny B. D.) 

garden, 1612 f/* 

•y * Buck'^s Rjcliiird HV. in the " Complete History of 
M England,'' vol I. p. 577. 
/t Wrcn^s Parentalia. p. 114, 



" walking in the 

^ •• * ■ • 
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'• 5ti^ Rcvi Sanmel Carte,' vicar :of' St, Mar* 
ttta^8 iti liaiciwter/ says, in'JfSO, t< lifaiow 
^^' no oth^i^ c^^idbnce that the stone coffin {br-^ 
** toerly iweci 'for a horte^Ough was'^kfng 
Richard's, but the x:omtmicy of the itradi^ 
tion. There is a little part of it still' pre^ 
** served at the White Horse Inn, in which 
^^ipiie may. observe sOoie appealfotioe of the 
^^ hdlbw, . fitted . for rdanuhg ! the head: and 
^ the shoulders,' 









Mr. Throdby adds, ". When I was a^boy^ 
^ the end that then remained stood as a pw^ 
^^ of a heap of rubbish, in theinn^yard^^^of 
" brick-ends, stones, &c. 



•• • ■ . -.,■».•% 
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^^ Kine: Richard the Third, before the 

S^ . . . ( ■ ■• • » 

" Battle of Bosworth, rode through the 
** South gOjte [of |!^icest^r].; . a. ppor. o]d 
*^ blind man (by profession a wheelwright) 
'* sat begging, and, hearing his approach, 
" said, that if the Moon changed tv^ice that 

« day, 
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^< day, havbg by her ordinary cours(gpUaii^ged 
¥ in tbe moroiltig^ kin^ Richard :ibl>vlil Joffe 
^* his cirowB, and be aUiin :; Aitdajni^Qmaft 
f/ that carried the Mo<»n for hi^.^cpl^fin^ re^ 
M vohed; thereby be lent b«9:li^'^Dd:l(i«ig« 



i ' ' ' t * 
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:i Michael Drayton^ who liTed'in theneig! 
Imirhood of the-Bfttda, thus apodtroph&erf 



n 



i ■ I • r J « 



*< Then, Bosworthi here the Mute now lastly bida 

for thee 
t%y Battle to describe, the la^t of dittlbng War^ 
fimltled by the name of York and LMKlisief, * ^^ 
'^wixt Henry Tudor earl of Richmond, only left * * 
Of the Lancastrian line, who by the Yorkigts reft « 
Of liberty at home, a banishM man abroad, 
In Britanny had livM ; but late at Miiford road 
Being prosperously arriy*d, though scarce two thou« 

sand strong, 
Made out his way through Wales, wher^ as he came 

along. 
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♦ " Tenne strange Prophecies," &c. 1644. 

Firtt 
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Finfi6riffitb gmit in Uood, Aea Morgm nest dotb 
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^■ly ivitb tbeir jeriQral povenii as oBferiog at hit f<eM^ 
1\> ^y their lands and lives i Sir Rice ap Thomas tfaen^ 
With hit brare b$fwi of Wellb pnofl ch^nte andl tn-t' 

: t perlBieiiy 
Cotadiaa 1«rtly 10 U« ajidf . At l^umfthury arriy'd^ I 
(H^ hopiiit ao faint before) ao happily isevirM) 
He on fbr England makea, And near to Newport town . 
The next ensuing night setting hb arpiy down^ 
Sir Gilbert Talbot stilt for Lancaster tiiat stood . 
{Tq Henry near allied in friendship as in blood) . 
From tb* earl of Shrewsbury his nephew fonder age) 
Caflie with two thousand men in warlikLO e<]piipage^. 
Which mnek hia pomex increased ; when easily sei^ 

ting on 
From Lichfield aa the way leads fofth to Alherstoii^ . 
Brave Bourcher and his friend stout Hongerfon^ 

whose hopes [troops^ 

Oe Henry long had liun^ tteaUng from Richardfa 
(Wheremib they had been mix'd) ta Henry do ap^' 

peari t^oeer 

Which with a high resolve most strangiAy seemed to 
His dft sippato^ heart But yet the man wfcidi moat 
eave^yCailo Henry*»self» aftd fresh life to hishoa^ 
- ^ The 
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TNifUMitJord 8tMn\eiy.maMt wko lor be-lM4fli9il»;r': 

The mother of the earl, to him so near fVjmfi, 

The King, wkntm^i fait trodi, (wfaieli 'ttft 'toHuwi^ 

, / eonpellM)- ■ -'■ ■ ^ ii ^fiu} 

. Tbe yooog lord Stnitge hit •<» ib bMige' ttibrfgtf 

; Which forc*d him to fiill off, till heAVfimae eould find 

j; His soft-in-hw. to 'm^gmy yet witt him he conbiii V ' - 

/ * Sir William Stmlcj*,v-liiowii to i»e ft Vtlient knight^ - 1 * 

J 7* assure hhn of* his^ftid; • Thwiif grbarng 'tbw*rda iSia 
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A most selected bmdof Cheshire hoiMneo canaei 
B7 sir^John SaVageiled, besides ^tesfr mea^of miriaep'! 
SilrBrian'Sanfiirdyiaad sir Simon. Digbj/ who^' 
Learaig the Tjrrmnt King, themadteli exprdssly 
Fiat ftieods- to Henr)r*a part, wfakhatillfais^poweriai^'' 

creased. . . .j [prest^ 

Bodi armies, well prepared, towards Boswohh stfongijr 
And on a spacioas moor, lying Southward from th# 

town. 
Indifferent to them hoth, tbey set their armies, dowa . 
Their soldiers to refresh, preparing for the fight: v 
Where to^ the guilty King, that black fore-running 

night, : V '/ 

Appear the dreadful ghosts of Henry and his Son,. . : 
pf bis own brother George, and his. two Qfphews dqqp 

Most 
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Mo0t croeny to death y. and of bb wife^< and friend*- ^ ' 
Lord Hastings, with pale bands prepared as they 

would rend * [sledj^/ 

Him piece-meal; at which oft he roareth iii his 
*^ No sooner *gan the dawn out of ithe.Eait to peep. 
But drums and trumpets chide the soldiera'-to-UMlL 
armsy [swarm^ 

And all the neighboring fields aiie corer^with thel 
Of those that came'tolfight, av those thai: eanie to see- 
(Contending for a Crown) whose that great day 

should be. • " . - 

'' First, Richmond rangM-his fights, onOxfbrd and 

bestows 
The leading, with a band^of ^rong.andrsinewy bo#s 
Out of the army pickM ; the frpnt of all the field. 
Sir Gilbert Talbot next, he wisely took to wield 
The right wing with his strengths, most Northern. 
. . men that were ; i 

And sir John Savage,: with the power oC Lancashire '" 
And Cheshire (chief of men )» was for the left wiog 

placM ; 
The middle baUle be in his. fair •person graced ; . 
With him the noble earl of Pembrojse, w)io.comiQands 
Their countrymen theWelsh, (of whom it mainly stands. 
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Jift TH£ BATTLE.OF;t 
Ftor dMi# gacaf nuBban feood.te b«. «£■ 

inddif but hit g;aard of glM?eft coMiiled all of 
^ loto two lefcrml figfcb the Kkig cootm^ ihisf 

AttiUtfifBtiiattiecattiBtoaiMpdioiialeogdi^ ' 
4 Id ftthigo of a wedges in point of which bo*iot 

> Bkushofyt'iboraof •lldt•d|egmdiBMlet' 

/> Of Johnlh»BdllarfnheofMprfoik^ attJihUaott ; 

Bpave Swny 9*Jia hiaMirff the aaobnd bcfeging 
Which was a perfect tquare ; and 4Mi jbe other 

■b hMMHtoa bad fcr iaing^ iR^iidi^ V! e^taodibg 
wide^ "i 

The Advenaaeenii^ to thieat ariih aa unequllMMraKi 

The ntoMit pcunt aiffi?*d ef tbia expected heiuv 

He to kiffd ateak^ Mod^ to bring away hi0^aid, 

And threats him by an oath, if longer be delay'd. 

His eldest son young Strange immediately should die ; 

To whom stout Stanley thus doth carelei sly nsply : 

< Tell thou the King, FU come when t fit time shall 

see; 

I lore the boy, but yet I have more sons than be/ 

^ The angry armies meeH when the thin air was 

rent [>ent^ 

^KHkh such rt-echoing shouts from eitber^s soldiers 

That 
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Thftt flying o'er the field the birds down triembling 
dropt [pfopty 

A§ some old. building, long that hath b^n ufider* 
When as the timber fails, by the unwieldy fall 
£*en into powder beats the roof and rotten wall. 
And with confused clouds of smouldering dust doth 

» 

choke [smoke^ 

The streets and places near; so through the tnisty 
By shot and ordnance made, a thundering noise was 
• heard. [ferrM 

When Stanley; that this while his succours had de- 
Both to the cruel King, and to the Earl his son. 
When once he doth perceive the battle was begun. 
Brings on his valiant troops, three thousand fully 

strong, [lo«J& 

Which, like a cloud far off, that tempest threatened 
Falls oii the Tyrant's host, which him with terror 

struck : 
As also when he sees he doth but vainly look 
For succours from the great Northumberland this 

while, 
That, from the battle scarce three quarters of a mile. 
Stood with his power of horse, nor once was seed to 

stir ; 
When Richard (that the event no longer would defer, 

R The 
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TIN! imW» fVTR h»*^ W4, «pd tfm vW> WiMi 
bmth [deidi^ 

ftoms l^f^ t<> 4ielr U% lowf Itltovf-il JIB ■ tfttir 

Qcmld iposiibly impot^ hit lanc« set in Ihm rest, 

9V vMi* 1>* l>*d perceived the Earl in pNN»n dfeir, 
yOfmtn ■tw4«4'ly!f>r«r ^ «« WliUim Smadpa drat 
The |hI« 9C l>ii «ira!i «pf iipt^ kH »nir«*( Ml*; 

I 

IS^di scarce a lance's length befSoM dMi Eari waa 

With many a cruel woua4 wi# through the MiMf 

gride. 
Upon this fi^ field John doke of KojchVk 4M; 
Tbe 9t9ut lord F«|nr«rs fell^ and B|9J^$9» ihat lm4 

long 
Qf Richard's co^Bsels bea% fi^und ip th^ fiel4 
A t;ti^u^aa4 soldjuers Uiat 9^ bo^ si^es weie 
O Medmorc I then it seemM tby naaie was M>t in vain, 

Wkai 



• >■ 



When wiHk a thoittUMTs btood the earth MK febtmHt'd 
red. 

% 

Wb^feM kb' imperial cf own wis set on Heurjr's head^ 
Being found in Ricbard^s tent as be il tbere did win : 
The cruel Tyrant stript to tbe bare naked skin^ 
Bebind an Herald trussed, was back to Leicester seftat, 
From whence tbe day before be to Ibe battle went.*' 

In the house of Mr. Roherts at Sutton, 
in pulling down an old T^rainscot^ thet^ was 
discovered a large quantity of old writings, 
which were found to contain an account, of 
the hattle of Bosworth Field ^; hut, as no 

* I preserve tbis anecdote as tbe tradition of the 
neigbb^urboodi witboui givitig mucb credit to tbe 
importAnee Of tbe MSS. supposed to bave been de- 
stroyed ; whicb possibly nangbt bave been a copy f«om 
sofne of the old Cbrofiiclersy or pwbaps o^y ^pmek com- 
mon black-letter book. Tbe tradition^ however^ was 
thus confirafed la ri^e, in 1793> by the following letter 
from a finendM Boawordi : ^ Mrs. Ja6e Dixie has many 
*^ tiflnes stat^y tiuiit rile could renember reedaagin the 
" papers alHidiad to } skid that she recdteeted som^ 
*^ thiftg about tbe King stopping- at tbe Well ; and 

It 2 <' about 
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pwdcolar nbtioe ww thea taken of tibie 
BfSS. or Yalue set upon them, tbey were aU 
actoaliy destroyed by ihe cook for cuUnary 
purposes. It is said diere were four or fire 
quires of them. 

On tiie Ifth of June, 1789, I had the sa« 
tisfiiLGtion of traversing this important scene | 

*' about his natural son being placed oo such a btU, and 
** of the Idng being set fast in a bog ; how anocher mail 

m 

^ gave him his hone, and the king mounted s aecoad 
<' time} likewisetbeKingcleaving Sir William BnndoQ 
^* the Eail^s standard-bearer down theheadatonebloii'. 
^' She mentioned, that die read of Henry being quite in 
^ the rear (who seemed a coward to the King) } and that 

* 

« the King, being on the hill with his Son, declared 
** he was betrayed, but that he would die a hero, or 
<' wash hb hands in Henry's blood, &c« I have heard 
** her talk of it several times, and she had a great deal 
^ to say about it : she thought it the only true copy. 
*^ About the year 1750, ^veral pieces of money were 
^' found by bricklayers in various places, supposed 
'' to have been hidden at the time of the Battle. I 
<^ saw several of the pieces ; hot what kind of coin 

"they 
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and the result of the ohservations then made 
was thus oommunicated to one of my com- 
panions in the excursion ; 

" To David Wells, of Burbach, Esq. F.S.A, 

^* Dear Sir — ^By the united ingenuity of 
^^ our good friends Mr. Robinson and Mr. 
^^ Pridden, I have obtained, what you and 
I have long been wishing for, a plan of 
the memorable spot where Richard's career 
^^ of empire was concluded with loss of life, 

^* With much pleasui:e do I reflect on the 
^^ excursion which gave birth to this inquiry. 
^^ The variety of adventures experienced in 
^^ the course of a single day recurs in full force 
^^ to recollection. The transitions of wea- 
^^ ther, from the calmness of the morning at 
*^ our leaving Hinckley, to the excessive vio- 

** tbey were, I don*t reoiember ; there were about 
** 1 50 of them, hid in diffierent places about Sutton 
<< and Boswortb.'* 

** lenoe 
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" storm itoged terriUy uouad, i* tht tboltar 
" afforded by Bickky*s deserted cottage* ; 



I 



'^4Cf 4^if cQjtjtugeb. iMrl(c4 B. ip the Plan, that 

^,W9 were entertained and edified. Iqr yoiir ccm- 

•i . ■ ' ■ ■ 

v'< renation with Mr. Robinson on Electricity. It was 
^'liere also that onr Mends took a considemble part 
<< of the obi efvaii a ui which ha?e fnmbhed the Mtxp ; 
^ aiid iMw tito Writer off thk Letiev amiiied khnari 
*^ penning the haity Sonnet which you was so partial 
^ as t# eonunead, though i» had no othar nMt than 
^JfitMif, of siioeiiQQi u yon witt iwdily cimSm or 

^ feeing it 1^ print : 

'^ Sutton^ thy friendly cottage let me bail. 

Whilst, shelterM from the tempest*s furious ]pen> 
We oahnly view the memorable vale 

Where England'a bold Usurper bravely fell. 
Still strongly marked th' ensanguinM plain appears, 

Where closM, fierce Bichard, thy untimely fate; 
And Stoke's pioud fiane its lofty spire uproars. 

Where Henry first assumed the Kingly Slate* 

Thy 
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the hMpitable roof Df tfaft benerdrnt fm^' 
tfie^ lU StMtiioD ; the tmexpectc^ mi^ifi^ 
cetice of hid truly ifoUe mansion^; the 
splendour of a ttete-r0pm adorned with 
inter-marriages reechrded hy ornamental 
blazonry, thoagh now used only aa a gra** 
nary \ the keen appetites we iacried to out* 
dinner (from the late hour I should rather 
say iuffet) kt tifie 6«itaiiertttb)e ihn at 
Market Bo^wbfth; Md the ac(»dMt# 
whidh wti good Me)Mk RobinsAfi to fittr* 



Thy Cemeterie?^ Dadungton, declare 

The dreadful carnage of th* embattled train : 

And Ambi£M*s leafy groves will ever bear 
The sombre vestige of tie Heroes srain. 

Oh, may henceforth domett ttnriuli! teise^ 

And EflghiM's ^oni etq<iy i^f^iaiA f^M^^^ 

« A yie# 61 Shenton Hdl, lAtbh ^ t»eh ftiha* 
bited by one of the tsnaiits^ is^ Here giV^n. Thtt 
bouse has since been considerably improved, and ia 
now a handsome mansion, the residence of Colonel 
Wc^ascon, tte wortky owner of the lordship. The 

Coats of Arms are in the lUl aad Cbij^. 

^^ rowty 
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^^ rowly escaped from the impetaooitj of his 
^* ,fiighf mettled steed; the long, Iwt not 
^unpleasant, walk which dosed the tnin-* 
^^ qnil evening (jan evening which was 
'< marked in the AAstropolis by terror and 
f^confasion^}; are all as fresh in memory 
<^ as an event of yesterday, 

'^ It was at the jMedse season, let me ob« 
^f serve, when the blossom of the hawthorn^ 
^f assoming itQ deepest vermeil tinctore^ waa^ 
^' on the point of expanding into bad ; when 
<^ tibe T^ and the white rose frdl-blown (apt 
f < emblems of the scenerjf we contemplsted) . 
^^ were literally entwined in beauteous em- 
^^ brace ; ^xxd the flaunting woodbine^ thrust-* 
'^ ing forth in luxuriant stem, began to ex<» 
^^ hibit delicious fragrance. To an astonished 
*^ traveller, who had long been ^ pent in 
^^ populous city,* the very hedges were a 

^ The Open-house in the HaymariLet was .coa<^ . 
mmed that evcfoing hj fir^, 

^^garden^ 
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^ garden ; the meadows and richly-cultivated 
r fields a paradise. Could a more exquisite 
^ point of time have been selected ? I see 
^ at this moment the waving corn through 
^ which we walked to Sutton church, bo 
^ neatly delineated in Mr. Pridden's land- 
^ scape ^ ; the mantling ivy on the moulder- 
* ing gateviray of the hall-house -j*, once the 
^ residence of the respectable family of JSo- 
^ herts; the curious devices, particularly the 
^ well-fadapted roses, embossed on the walls 
^ of the building now hastening to sad de^ 
^ cay ; apd the pleasing monument of sir 
^ William's benevolence in the charitable 
^ foundation established by him in the village. 



^* Determining to make it a day of philo- 
^^ sophical and antiquarian research, our 

t See a view of it in the History of Leicestershire, 
vol. IV. pi. LXXXVII. p. 544. 

t See also a view of this old Gateway (since demo* 
lished) in the same volumei plate LXXXVII. p» 544. 

♦^ first 
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I 

I 

<< Snt fttagefiton Himlcby was Mly « dua^ 
<^ aHle along the ]>tirl»y Mad; niiken flid; 
^^ €kivel-pit, soprddaciliveof eariouaVcRttlB/ 
^^ VMsted oor attetttion^ iand wtVk dcMrved 
^^it On Ait&e woftderfal prodaodoAs I 
^* dhttU not lm« ei^bi^; m yoair eiibiMt «id 
'^ Mr. RolmiMii's 1u,ve akvady fafi&shed llie 
5' pablkk imtk • betwdfiid p]itc*« 

(' une wBAdg iratt uia ChwtslHtKt fo* Bit" 
" well, vtiaA piMt ' i »!!)< fh« lifc of Gftp<fl&ik 
<* SfaentOD (htriiig' tfe« cyvil vrum itf « niaiMier 
** 0ommrliaf shnilar fib iktJUiytUt Otk dF&is 
Sovereign^ I shall also barely ftitnfaxMj as 
Mr. Robinson has akeadj given both a 
drawing and a particular description of it^f. 



€4 



* See the History of Leicestershire, vol. IV. Plate 
LXXIII. p. 462 ; and the Natural History of the Vale 
of Belvoir, in the First Volume, p. cxci. 

t '< This tree, which is a wich*ehnj sends out large 
aoDs^ or branches, about seven or eight feet from the 

ground^ 



it 
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^^ Two miles further we reached Staple- 
*^ tom, where Richard encamped the night 

" ground, and the lower part of it is remarkably 

'* thick : the upper part looks much younger. — 

'< This Tenerable eld tree many look upon as a kind 

'< of prodigy. As to the natural cause, it is evi* 

'* dent to the diligent observer, that a vast quantity 

<^ of flies are produced in the leaves of the elm and 

*' many other trees. We are very sensible of this in 

** our gardens, by the curling up of the leaves of 

'^ choice fruit-trees, especially when dammy mil- 

'* dews, &c. assist in the production of these Insects ; 

'^ for on the under-side of the leaves^ where the eggs 

*^ and spawn are deposited, the envenomed leaf swells 

** into a kind of blister, and forms a kind of concavity 

'' for their security, and at the same time yields a 

** kind of ichor or humidity for their support. That 

'^ this has been the case with the tree in question I 

'* doubt not, from the great number of small branchesj^ 

*' and the protuberances on the large arms in the lower 

** part of the tree. This tree is, however, well worthy 

<* of notice ; and, I think, we may compute its agQ 

•* at about 174 years at least; viz, about 40 yearsi 

*^ when sufficient for a hiding-place, to which if we 

** add 1 34 years since the Battle of Worcester, tho 

" sum 
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^' befim his fiEital batde ; a village now te- 
<f markable for little more than ita plain nn- 
<< ornamented church ; and at the fourth 
<^ mile on the tampike-road an easy tarn 
^^ conveyed us to Sutton Cheynell, where 
^^ we were to enter on the business of tracing 
'^ out, from actual observation, in oonjunc- 
^' tion "mih our accurate companions, the 
^^ precise dtuation of the two ArmieS| both 
^^ before and at the time of their engage- 
^* ment; a task that was the less difficult 
'^ as both Mr. Robinson and Mr. Hutton 
<« had already taken much laudable pains to 
^' investigate this curious desideratum in 
^* English History. 

'* Our horses, you well remember, were 
^' left at Sutton ; concluding that on foot we 
" should be better able to explore 

<f sum will be 174. The girth in the middle of the 
** butt is five feet 10 inches," J. R.— See a view of 
this remarkable Tree in the Fourth Volume of the His- 
tory of Leicestershire, vol. IV. pi. LXXVI. p. 477. 

. — — ** each 
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*' each lane, and every alley green. 



Dingle, or busby dell of the wild wood. 
And every bosky bourn from side to side. 



€€ 
it 
€€ 
€€ 



Our guide was Mr. Robinaon* ; who, oil 
the precise 300th anniversary from the day 
on which the battle was fought^ had tra* 
versed the ground ; and has given his opi- 
nion in so concise a way, that I cannot do 
" better than transcribe his words : * I have 
" often,' he says, ^ been on the spot.' The, 
^* few trees I have drawn represent the 
^^ Amhiem wood, which is but small. On 
^^ the side next Hinckley is some tender 
<^ ground, where it is said the King's horse 
^^ was mired ; and on the other side of the 
" wood is King Richard's Well. The jimbiem 
*^ is supposed to be the place of the engage- 
^^ ment ; but there are many opinions of the 
" position of the line of battle, which the 

* See a Portrait and some Memoirs of Mr. Robin* 

son in the History of Leicestershire, vol. IV. PI. 

CXVIIl. p. 693. 

^^ £ollo\\ingj 
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" foUowiilg, I dikik, will safficientlj deter- 
'* nunc. Richmond is said to have talcen a 
<* particnlar position ft»r Becnring hu right 
'* wii^j &C. ; ami by «b doing, it » ^reed, 
«< ho lud the wa oa his boofc, and foil ilk 
** the tux of his onemiM ; and the liftttto Is 
<* reomded to have been fought on the 22d 
** of Augost, 1485, at two o'clock is th* 
*' afteraoon. If, therefore, we dm«r a sne- 
" ridian op Ihe spot, and anoth« line to the 
** Westward of the same, making an angle 
" of 30°, and then intersect the same at right 
.** angles, we have the poeidon of the line of 
" battle as drawn in my Map. The King's 
'* army, coDsisting of 16,000, would make 
'* an extensive line ; and that €^ lUchmoiid 
'' being hardly one-third of the nonber, it 
" would be necessary to secure his wings in 
" the best manner possible ; therefore, it is 
** said, he secured the right wing with a 
*' morass, and ^bably the left with th« 
*' brook at Shenton, in which position ha 
" woold have Dadlington brook in hb rear.* 
"Assisted 




. * 
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i ** Assisted by the ingenioos ideas of Mr. 
^^ Hutton^ we again and again compared the 
^^ local situation ; and I have every reason 
to believe that the plan now given is tole- 
rably exact ; and to that I may venture to 
^^ refer, as the clearest account of the spot 
^^ that has ever yet been delineated *. 

" With the repetition of historical facts, I 
^ shall not at present tire youf . If you axe 
^ incUn^ to consult the Chronicles of the 
^ times, you may find them amply detailed 

* in Holinshed, vol. II. p. 753 ; in Speed, 
^ p. 947 — 952; in the various particular 

* Biographers of Richard the Third and 
^ Henry the Seventh ; or in any of the more 
^ general Historians. 

^^ I remain,, dear Sir, yours ^uthfuUy, 
^ AfiircA31, 1790. J. NiciioLS." 

* In the annexed Plate is g^ven a conjectural View 
of the Battle, as delineated by Mr. Throsby. 

t I had fondly hoped to have gratified a worthy 

friend 
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■ ^ P. S. I hcnwith bM, in elndcUtion oC 
" the Flao of the Battle of Bosworth, care- 
« folly anrveyed in its aeTeral prants by ns 
" all, and delineated by Mr. Fridden, the 
'* lesiilt of the iemariu of variona ezpUxen 
« <rf this btjpzeating and historic portion of 
** the Coanty> and oi onr own inquriea and 
" obserrations.*' -. 

Mend by diii recitil of a iay'* minatan, in whidt 
he bore k considenble put; bnt "wbit,** nys Or. 
Johnson, "are the hope§ of man!" I am "disap- 
*' pointed by the itroke of Death !" So lately as the 
day on which the letter bean date, Mr, Wells saw it 
ia MS. and was delighted with the idea of its being 
ipeedily to appear in print. Whilst the sheet which 
coDtuoed the letter was first actually passing through 
the press, I learnt, with inexpressible concern, that 
be died, of a putrid ferer, on Saturday May I, 1790. 
** His itndles had been Tarious, and his acquaintance 
" with books was great" See bis portrait aod a 
biographical account of him, in the Histoiy of Leiccf« 
tenbire, rol. IV. Plate LXIX. p. 460. 



<^ 



18 ^4 1^ iticbftrci'^ heme wm vpimA. 

S^9WWg Ifpw it; tlm iwst of ihe granod 
alHWt i<:> 0l«»bly dry. 

.:£* A MttB^, late Blckley'sp new Moi^ 
ris's, uninhabited. 

C Hewitt's cottage, iudnhabited. ' 

J}, Ami9ll9pnngyQ^tiKwgBiiharir9 

JE. Tl^Wbite^moors^nearS^eoiton^/whisra: 
Henry encamped the night befocs the battle. 
Hither John Herdwick^ who lived -aA 31iiiid- 
layiJiflill, aboujtithree nules joS, led the van 
down.mio ihe field. 

K Hanging - hill, near Nether Coton^. 
Here Sir: William $taialey >pfitGhed his eamp. 
This hiH is very Bleep oa (the side td wards 
&e 'field ; and here he.eauid ol^erve Aha m^ 
tioAs <if <|he two i^naoaea. XKurd £vtanky V 
aamfr.'beiK^daithe .oppc^ite httl> wh^r^^ At^ 
had the aanc^ advao/l^^, thf^y ^eoe en^tM 

s ta 
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to flct in cotijliBiction^ hf Mgoau tiwi 
oAer: diM pka vmn pre-ocmcertfej itt^'^lii* 
intervievi^' witli Hmsotj at AtherMoiL ' ihr 
Willkm SiBttley halted at Teliii^lMi&;' Ilk' 
/fory high hill| wheM he threw ap 00100 
hnast'wodka, bat iaBtad fae was too ftr fimoi ' 
Remain Amy* 

GTI ,\mm I ■■■ill Till 1 

Ji: Gadeby/ Hie Dtfkt of Nofftdk drtne 
Uiroagh this village, on his way to the caiop; 
and heie he gained infixmation how each 
anny< was situated. 

• I. IMuB of Norfolk's: camp. Ihe nte of 
this caap^in 1485 was a'wood^/vidneh joinedE 
the othen It was cut down in 1748;- and' 
is now converted into a htm. In stubbing 
up the roots^ and dearing the ground^ there ^ 
were found various instruments of war; 
spearSi swords^ arrows, battle-axes (many oC 
them very sharp-pointed), scall-caps, breast^ 
plates, and abovef a dosen knives, on^ .of 
which was abctat 12 inches long. Most ci 

these 
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th^^* ^^itQosities ai^ ; ptesarved^ by Mr. ro;^ 
chin, at Boswarth\HaU. 

: jSL Dicken's Nook ; a juUock whence King 
Richard haraiiguod'hlsAnxiy. Heite theilHikQ 
of Norfolk joined the King. On the rising 
ground to the North-west KingRichard drew 
up his forces bdVtre he engaged ; and on an 
eminence near this station the King placed 
his natural son, to see the result of the day.; 
who, if the battle should be lost, was to 
make off in disguise ; . which he accordingly 
did, and afterwards, it is said, learned the 
trade of a stone-mason. 

L. Stapleton; where King Richard en^ 
camped the night before the battle. 

L. Ambien-wood. 

M. Ambien-hill. At the top of this hill 
™ Lo«l Stanley-. «mp. 

N. Crown-hill, near Stoke Golding. Hen* 
ry pursued the King's forces to this place ; 
and on it he was invested with the Royal 

s 3 Crown. 



m '*ril]l Bftlf Lfi ov 

C3rawifc" II soil' IMItQs IHb ttMlM v'CmmI 
mU, m King Har^^i^am '>^1 ^<: . •' ' 

}m thst^^pMimSfi^kii^ ili^ fettitlft 'begin) 

Ihtk 'the «ljoteiil^ felfesMMl-tlNl^ *ia9tfeA 

l#A«mmi irf->.a.\« 'at^ i ri<.«W.»» *i.^ailim lufcTlMa iJl^n ■ i f Am 

nwBWf ^Biit'ttieicdfBnoiiKM 

cision of the business 4i4Mi-imtpmiBtclm ikfJf 

'*. -•■•"I ■• I ' ♦ '" ■•'«l'Vy ■ ' • f ••'■ ^1 

Sir ./oAn SiiDt^e Jtidib^ WT Gl^filBiii) «nk 
Chester (second earl lUvieitt}) ooutnadded 
4he Idft «4nf iitthe battk^ili BoBWO^h field ; 
for which Henry Vll. pt^ kitt> mm aim, 
the tnaaor of 3h^^»ili«d)^^ Md llie'eMktes 
t>f sir FttiiictelaWeH* ! 



1 1 



♦ Sir Peter Leycester, p. 232. 

Richard 
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]^cbar4 J^VgbtPP, plueriff for W^nyick- 

A Sacheverell, killed -t^ere, is buried in 
Morley charcfa, near Derby. 

s 

WiUiani G^pjn wa9 pliwp m B9pwprth 

An Act of Attainder was passed in Par- 
Kamefit with all possible expecjition^ which 
begins tkus : ^^ ForaAmoehe as every King, 
^^ J^lnce, and Liege Lord, f Ue mprp hie 
^ 4hat he he in estate and pDehemenenee, 
the more singularly he is bound to the ad- 
vancement and pDeferring of thai indi^flFe- 
^ sent vertue Justice ; and prompjsinge and 
^' Mwardinge Vertue, and bi oppcesflinge and 
^ punishinge Vioe : Wherefore oun Sove- 
^^ Wgne Lord, eaUeinge unto hys -blessed 
^^ remendbmunce tbys N^ ^^ grete charge 

* HuU^biDspn's Histf)/^ of D.urlwP> vpl. II. p. 349. 

" adjovned 
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adjoyned to hys Royall Majestie and Es- 

ft 

tate, not oblivious nor putdnge out of hjB 
^^ godly mind the unnaturally miscfaeivous, 
and grete peijuries^ treasons, homicides, 
and murdres, in shedding of infants blood, 
with mani^ other wronges, odious offences, 
^^ and abonunac'ons ayenst God and mao, 
^^ and in esp'all oure said Soveraigne Lord, 
^^ committed and doone by Richard late Duke 
^^ of Glouc', callinge and nameinge hymself, 
f^ by usurpac'on, King Richard the in"^; the 
** which, with John late duke of NorlT, 
^^ Thomas erle of Surrie, Francis Lovell kn't 
*^ vise' Lovell, Walter Devereux kn*t, late 
^^ lord Ferrers, John lord Zouche, Robert 
^^ Harrington, Richard Charleton, Richard 
Ratcliffe, William Berkeley of Welley, 
Robert Brakenbury, Thomas Pilkinton, 
^^ Robert Midletoune, James Harrington, 
^' kn'ts ; Walter Hopton, William Catesby, 
^^ Roger Wake, William Sapcott, Humfrey 
"Stafford^ William Gierke of Wenlocke, 

'^ Jeffrey 
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** Jeffirey S't Jeanin, Richard Watkins, her* 
^' rauld of annes^ Richard Revell of Derbi- 
^' shyre, Thomas Poulter of the countee of 
^^ Kent the younger, John Walsh otherwyse 
<^ called Hastinges, John Kendale^ late se- 
^^ cretarie to the said Richard late . duke^ 
'^ John Buck, Andrew Ratt> and William 
*' Bramton of Burford, the xxi*^ daie of 
** August, the first yer^ of the reigne of oure 
^^ Soveraigne Lord, assembled to theyod^ atte 
^^ Jjeicestre in the countee of Leycestre a 
*' grete hoste, traiterously intendinge, ima«» 
*^ gininge, and conspireinge, the destruc* 
** c'on of the Kinges royall p'soune, oure 
** Soveraigne Leige Lord. And they, with 
^' the same hoste, with banners spred, mi^- 
^^ tyly armed and defenced with all manner 
^^ armes, as gunnes, bowes, arrowes, speres, 
^^ gleves, axes, and all other manner articles 
^^ apt or needfull to gef and cause mightie 
^' battaille agen oure said Soveraine Lord, 
^^ kept togedre from the said xxii^ daie of 

^^the 



t6B :TBE BATTLE 0P>' 

't&e nid iftiofath thiqne ntkt folli3f»fvAgt^ 
^ bnfi iliejrme bbinltfteed to a feld wiihin tht 
^ said (^lyre it Leicoitn^ thtfe U grete and 
^^ cotttihued dciUberiit'ont^ tratterottftly levi^ 
^ watT^ ajrtlMit buni baid Sovemyne Lmtly 
^ktld hilt iane Mibjeeta tbeite being in hift 

* ailrvtte and afeal&tante!^ ntkLer a baudat of 

* diiiii said Sbvettaine l4rd^ to ^e Mbvenndft 
' of thi6 Kalm6^ and cotA'on Weate of th« 
^sattic*/* 

By this Act^ the above persons are all 
declared traitors^ and their estates forfeited.; 
with an exception in favour of John Catea- 
bie^ knight) Thomas KenneU^ and William 
Ashby, esquires^ for the manor of Kirbie- 
upon-Wretheck^ in the county of Leicester, 
and of other lands and tenements in Kirbie, 
Stretton, Somerby, Thorp Segfeld^ and Go- 
debie, which they had of the gift and feoff- 
ment of Thomas Davis and John Byef • 

* Rot. Pari. 1 Hen. Vl!. V6l VI. p. CTO. 

t Ibid. 277. 
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^'A co'mkftiQii to all officers, ffetmors^ 
^^ tenents^ and odiet oecmpyen of the krdBfaip 
" of Market Bbswortli, to accept sir Marma- 

'*^ duke Constable as o wilier of y* said lord- 

»• • ' .1 

" ships^ and to content unto him all there 
^^ rents and duties of there fermes and tenures^ 
^^ from Michaelmas last past^ and so fqr 
^^ thensforth ; and to . ayde him in entring 
^ into theaaid loidships^ , Yeveia^ the xxvUi 
*^ day of Maidi, a? primo*/' 

.... , • ■ f #%•• . • 

The death of Richard, and subsequent 
conduct of Henry 9 are thus related by Charley 
Aleynf. 

<< He like a S<xr6 (Ut beuiog was tte Hmtt, 
A cogniswiee ^viiidh witii bis ariadt agrees) 

Broke up the miikeft to iUcbmondr^ selfe» and iore 
Men up like trees ; men that are like to tiee* 

Inverst ; but Richmond he extirped not. 

' Non tibi spira,'' was this Rose's JBOtt 

* Harl. MSS. 43S. p. 168. a. 

+ In his « History of Henry the Seventh.**' 

X See the seal in the Plate, fig. 9, p. 253. 

*< There 
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^^^^P ** There an uDtutour*d fortitude did try 

^^^^H Experimentall valour, personal! strength ; ' 

^^^^H That is, ioft Kicbmoiid Ricliarddid defie, ^^ 

^^^^H And warded the Bore's tuskes at his swordc's lengthy 

^^^^H You could not have a cleaner valour seene, 

^^^^H Though Magnanimity had incarnate beene. 

^^^^^ " And his impression in his souldieis' hearts 

^^^H Made them his medals ; he like cbymicke fire 

^^^H Put soules of gold into their earthy parts ; 

^^^^J And by his mountureE taught them to aspire : 

^^^^^^^^^ Actions of Kings are precepts ; what they doe 
Seeme to be precedents, and warrants too. 

** Exempli gratia' t teach not; but compell ; 
There's no such Canon as Authoritie ; 

They do their doctrine tacitly refell, 
Who with their acts doe not exemplifie : 

Men practise what they see by Leaden done; 

Not Cssar's Ito, but his Fen% woo. 

" Now Conquest with her wings fiin'd ereiy side 
With equall hope, and strooke with equall feare : 

Like scales with constant motion tbey slide. 
Now that is apwanl> and now thu i:i tbere : 

And Henrie's faith with feares, yet hopes was mix'di 

{.ike to tlwae itarrcs wbich b^ble, yet are 6x*d. 
"The 
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" The Ancients gave a 9pbeare to Victory,' 
On which her feete stand giddieand utieVen ; 

But hence JQst causes diwrahucritj, 
Her hands are holden by the hand of Heaven : - 

Here's Henrie's feare, she on a spheare doth statid } 

Here's Henrie^s hope, Jove holds her by the himd. 

^^ As thus tbequestaon doubtfbUy did stand. 
And unconcluded ; Stanly did come on 

With sword,* and a decision in his haad r 
Thus under the Equator, wb^n the Sunne - 

With hottest flames tosteth the people's skinne, 

The constant breeze brings a coole rescue in. 

** The case at worst Stanley determines it, 
The souldiers' cries this martiall court adjourne i 

And temper Danger in her highest fit, 
Were Daphne woman still, sbeM sooner tnme 

A Laurell to crowne him, than to escape 

The lustfull charges of Apollo's rape. 

<' Yet Richard with such rage himselfe commits 
With the whole boast, that he may make the story [fits 

QuestionM 'though writ by Truth : but these strong 
Were lightuings before death ; for this world's glory* 

Is figur'd in the Moone, they both waxe dull, 

And suffer their eclipses in their fulL 

<*Awl 



" And now 1 gee him sinlte : biii eyes did malie 
JL shot like fftlling sUrres ; Aash out, and dQn« i 

Groaning lie did a stately farewell t»ke, 
And in hie night uf destli »ct like the Sunoe ; 
. For Richard in his West seeni'd greater, than 

When Richard ahin'd in liis Meridian. 

" Three yesres he acted ill, these Vwo homes well, 
And with untuated resolution stroTe : 

He fought as bravely, as he juitiy fell, 
As did the Capitol! to ManiiuB prove. 

So Bosworth did to bioi, the monument 

Both of bis glory and his punishment. 

" Here leave his dust incorporate with mould ; 
He was a King ; that diallengetb respect : 

Passe by bis toinbe in i>ileaoe, »s of ot^.. 
They did jtlMir fa«apfis Mvnploi, MMtarfrt 

An altar i» QUtvion* «bik i 

Another buQJ -U HuBMB'sffwnv/. 

" i;hi«/eitnBc cuel'd «of: Bonry » D-hnffi 
Mdvjrdftep'difl* *i>dbvOTisbta'fc»biMitiM( 

ThoM ME bast itenper *d iwgtitvdei wiuvk b&r* 
S«ae gwiMM «f piMie ui tbeir ma^MWMn : 

ViAiMH's-lbe ivoD mt»e; yet abtMa 

Nought of har«eKBirith«Uiei4>«iJi«tidtb^ . 



wuld; ^ 



^ Ths wreat}i af pcmquialt in. a. %% wM ^ mAatii 
Is an indaddapittttt to it'ihodecBlion; 

In all^itMMspiriiftTod bIaU finde 
Something of hMoMenesBid for 'tiiii%atkni c ' • 

And Old itoir>bQiltv w A^mi tboigte ben^ 

The E^iil« lof 'flMoar iodr^tfaair Ae rckl. . . 
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(His sacred caiapedid lil»4lt«iiiple 1oolw)a; 
Where Heniy firat^d^MluKi^mfir ifemjn ImiImIU|» 

And ehang^d hib Movd^slli mftntfm^bo6ke4 . r- 
And s aiiilKio ljy>MBdcy.SnB £kmJMf$f ^ 'r 
HeaveD\sfa kindei^inditaulv^iriiolii^hairiiesicari'ltaty. 

^^Aaxv^na Ua CrotM^/mdl AfcMs4md>lQgi^er ; 
He b no soooi^dlhig^ Ml^hlfftivatflit • 

An C£dipu8^r'Mid^6ahre;l^jriddfef iwheUicr 
HeMe claioK b}r'imfey'f»fbiftbV^flr)^alorf c 

But for thhrtiiple iqK)^ SeMTjr-had at^r^dr; - : \ 

A triple^dpiykiid'bfakftrdiis dMoefiaU CMMl.fr 

'^'Ifb7*lrit>vtf% h«iBr0fftdt«idl4^ .; : . > 
The line of Yotke>tiM»*beHfr>A%ii;biflir^«9i^c . 

Or why should man^ who is the woman's head, 
To a womanVfirktiAll^etioiiia^d fdir a etownef ' 

AndHeni^'tke^tfghtitWli^^^ " 

ToTiaVeliiicrowne indebWd to'hisiingi' ' - ' 
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For LondoiH ki ii'anM^^iiiDtee|Mli/«i|d at^ 
Appealing Bot^ < iBon& God appe«r!d to.bei . . .; ^' 
Wbom ikien adoioe^: Joidytt lio di^pf^dee.flee. 

'< Then orisons «iid bymnes at JE^sule't were siifig. 
And (asbiefore) T49 Amu sung ^en; V : 

' 7 • 

e One should Uke to. sejB the picjta^ Richard 

JI. rode t;hrouch.LQpd9n in a vrhirlicote. , Stoyr.— - 
Grammont ba3 told us that the first glafs^coacU ap« 
4^f«ced in Charles the Seeond^s time. G. Ashby. 

His 
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" His banners in the church for offerings hung. . 
When Heqry; pray'd in th' armi^, the campe then 
AppearM i^:qhurcb; when he bis banners reared 
Within therchurch, the church a camp appear^dU 



*^ Suspicion flow whispered these aires about^ 
That Heiiry was not reall : etery head 

That could not cleare, yet-cbiild create this ddub^ 

That Henry liefer would with Enfgland wed, 
' And joyne with Yorke : how ean a sheete ebfoM 
Two Houses, which a Kingdome could ndttidktf 

''Thfs doubt had ground; for he had giveA some 

hope 
To match with j^ettaigne : but bis case requivM ' 

Some reservation, and another scope 
Than he pretended, or than they desir'd : 

In common tracts great actions must not goe, • 
Here that's the King's highw/ay, which, fewest 
know. 



It. I 



** To hush this ulke, he promisM faithfully > 
To match at home ; and make this noise appeara 

A fable, gotten in adultery^ •'' 

Betweene a- scandalous toftgue and itching'' eare i 

Bad them trust Henry^ wft the buzze of Faaie, 

Which, like some bound, opens where is no game. 

" His 
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<< His Coronation tiidB he b«0leiied • 
Which (that the title might t>e all kit ovmfi) - 

Btfove the manriage fvas aeccHopUBhed^ 
LeaM Kbe migbt ^eeine ^ sharer io* thecrewim ! 

For^ though in other loves ^tis strange yet he 

Knew that his love might here his rival! be. 

.•.•«<y. ...» 

.f^^Ai^iG^rhMfglpf^aodlu^safiity t^i^ : , 
He did erect ik^ gfXuA^ ,^^^^^. cp^|mPi'4 . [4<NhrT 

Tluipga 4ifiiBrettt ifi ibeiaa^bie^— fivhat 9oa^ o<MiId 
The. ilvv^ 4ii9CQr4ant ffpsfts ha c<m^ 

Andy which have rarely beene allied by fFate^ 

He did unite security and state, 

'< Then o^Pd a f arltwien^ ao to ^odbkae 
That Justice was ihejrule he*jde;goveimefey{. 

And that a ccowne. akme «ras not bis agrme ; 
Thus ttefcules, xonstelled in the ski^ 

Dkougk with qne handihe at the Crowoejdothreach^ 

He doth the other to the Balance stretch. 

^< Theee jwith a .geoerall parden be aliaks 
The feaoes of lb' adverse partf : he did Aoide 

That feare lodgM in a ^^kj^lt's \ixmt^^nj^U»gi . 
A dang^reus passion : as wie ^ee coinbiii'4 

Tb':oJcder)of canses.inlfaecbaAne.Qf Fati^ .<• •- i 

Aq ^tk-ia passians ; ifjwe £earet .we bate.'* 
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^^ The Battle of Bosworth, enameled on a 
"jewel usually worn by King Henry VIII/* 
was sold among King Charles the First's 
pictures ; and is said by sir Joseph AylofFe^ 
in 1770, to have been then in the posses- 
sion of the Hon. Horace Walpole*. 

Mr. Burton mentions many curiosities hay- 
ing been found; of which several are yet 
preserved- 

■ 

A pair of gilt spurs^ found on the site of 
the Field of Battle, are kept with great care 
in the church-chest at Bosworth. 

In the very curious and extensive Museum 
of my late friend Mr. Richard Greene, of 
Lichfield, was ^^ An amulet, or charm, being 
^^ a ring of brass found on the Field of Bat- 
** tie near Bosworth/* 

* Archseologia, vol. III. p. 190. But I have Lor4 
Orford's express authority, in a letter to myself, by 
his immediate direction, for saying that it was not 

there. J. N. 

T If 
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In the same very curious cabinet was thfi 
very elegant Cross-bow, found also in Bos- 
wcffth Field, and deUneated in the anniexed 
Plate, fig. 1. o, ft. 

In the same Plate, fig. 2. and 3. are 
ppear-heads, of which, as well as oS airows, 
great numbers have been found. 

fig. 4. is a sword, with a very strong iron 
guard, or basket, sufficient to repel a severe 
blow from an enemy. The outer part of the 
hilt is gone ; the blade is long and narrow, 
and has only one edge, except towards the 
point ; the whole length, from the pommel 
to the point, is four feet. This sword had 
been in possession of the Darker family 
many years ; and came, through the hands 
of Mr. AVheatley of Hinckley (who bought 
it at the sale of the effects of Mr. Darker 
of Barwell) to the well -stored Museum of 
Mr. Bichard Fowke of Elmsthorpe. 

Two 
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In the same very curions cabinet was thcl 
very elegant Cross-bow, found also in Bos- 
w<vth Field, and delineated in the annexed 
Plate, fig. 1. a. &. 

In the same Plate, fig. 2. and 3. are 
^pear-heads, of which, as well as of arrows, 
great numbers have been found. 

Fig. 4. is a sword, with a very strong iron 
guard, or basket, sufficient to repel a severe 
blow from an enemy. The outer part of the 
hilt is gone ; the blade ts long and narrow, 
end has only one edge, except towards the 
point ; the whole length, from the pommel 
to the point, is four feet. This sword had 
been in possession of the Darker family 
many years ; and came, through the hands 
of Mr. Wheatley of Hinckley (who bought 
it at the sale of the effects of Mr. Darker 
of Barwell} to the well -stored Museum of 
Mr. BJchard Fowke of Elmsthorpe. 

Two 
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Two other swords, fig. 5. and 6. are pre- 
aerved, by Mr. Perkins, at Orton-on-the- 
HiU ; and Mr. Babington, at Rothley Temple. 

Fig. 7- «• and b. are m the extensive 
Museum at Liverpool. 

A brass thumb-ring, found in the field 
where the battle was fought, impressed with 
the moon and seven stars, and now in my 
possession, is engraved in fig. 8. 

A gold seal-ring*, fig. 9, on which was 
enameled a white boar, fell into the hands of 
the late Dr. Charles Mason, of Trinity Col- 

* ^^ I was always disposed to think this seal be- 
'^ longed to one of Richard the Third's followers ; and 
^^ that the boar was his badge or cognizance ; and the 
^ motto his too, Fraunvhef Frank ; Free^ libend ; and 
^^ that Shakespeare alluded to it in a very perverted 
" sense : * My son George Stanley hath he/ranked in 
** hold ;' from boars being fed freely, thougjli con- 
'< fined : but the S prefixed makes me doubt. Q. Ste-» 
<* phen, or Simon, Fr. ? Usually it would stand for 
*^ Sigillum; but then, I think, a Christian name 
** would follow.'* G. ASHBY. 

X 8 ]ej;e, 
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h^, Cunbridge ; after whose death, it was 
bought for WiUUm ihe fifth Duke of .0e- 
yoDBhire, and thus illiutrated by Dr. JVgge, 
in a letter to Dr. Lort: 

" The Dnke of Devonshire's seal-ring, of 
** wMch, by bis GmceV favour, I hkvt an 
" imjHesNOD, is a verf fine jeweL It wt^lN 
** uearly 12 dwta. and is in the bev^ an4 
" highest jneservation, b^ng perfect, aa I 
" remember, in every respect. The inaciip'' 
" (ion over the boar is, S. tk: Snche, or' 
" 2uirhe. That is, when written at length, 
" -9j{»illum T/tomx Euche, for so I would 
" rcHd it rather than Enche, and my reason* 
** will obviously appear below. 

" The French motto in the inside of the 
" orbicle of the ring is, Honeur ^ joye. 
*' To bestow a few words on the subject : 
'* This, Sir, is the only example I have ever 
** seen of an inscription placed in a seal-ring 
" in the area of the gem along with the de- 
" vice i the legends being commonly written 
" in a circle round the stone, and not cut 
*' upon it as here. 

"As 



€€ 

€€ 

a 

€€ 

ii 



BOSWORTH FIELD. 265 

" As I find no English family of the name 
*^ of Enche or Euche in my books, nor at 
" the jFIeralds' Office, which I have con- 
" suited for the purpose, I incline to think 
" that Euche y pronounced EuTcCy is a Bri- 
** tish or Welsh name. Hwchy in that lan- 
guage, is a hog or a boar, and our Eng- 
lish word hog is borrowed from it. I need 
not observe to you. Sir, that the Heralds, in 
assigning both their bearings and cogni- 
zances^ very frequently allude to the sound 
^' or meaning of the person's name; just as 
here they appear to have given the device 
of a boar or hog, Hwch in British, to a 
person of the name of EuJce. I have 
known people of the names of Pig, Boar, 
^^ and Hog, in England, just as we have in 
Latin jlpeVy VerreSy Scrofuy &c *. ; and 
why not Euke or Hwch among the Bri- 
tons ? It certainly is not the name of a 
place, whence many of our surnames are 
" taken, because it wants the necessary pre- 
" fix de. Many, no doubt, will recbllect 
** the story of Arrius ApeVy upon this oc- 
^^ casion ; but, as every body may not, I will 

* Cam Sigon. dcNom. Rom. p. 356. 358. 359. 360. 

•* briefly 
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" hntfty report it ; Aper wu &thtr-m-lftw 
' '* to the pmmising young emperor Nuinerf* 
" amu, and hiB murderer; but wu imiBcdi- 
" atdy seized, and laid in priaoa< IKoetetiaii 
** sncoeeded Nnmeriuuia ; and he, whea a 
*' printa man, had been told by a Drnkkea, 
*Sjba.i he should obtain the empire wAes Ae 
" hadkiUeda boar. Aftar he was pracliiined 
** emperor by the soIcBei*, he caaaed jfyer 
(* to be brought to bim, reproaohed him 
*' with the muder of his prince, aad theik^ 
" coming- down from the tribaml whonot hs 
" had been speaking, he stabbed \am him- 
" self, and observed upon it, ' that he had 
" killed the fatal boar.' And the Historian 
" observes, he would never have began his 
" reign with an act of cmelty, had he not 
" had in his eye the Druidical prediction 
*' above - mentioned, and been desirons of 
*' ful6Iling it. This, Sir, you must aUo% 
" is exceedingly tpropos, since there is an 
" allusion in the creature or animal to tlie 
(( name, in the very same manner as the 
" device on the ring points, according to our 
" interpretation, to the name of the owner. 

* Veniieus, Numensn. p. 302. 

■ "To 
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^^ To return. Henry VII. landed in Wales, 
^^ when he came to England, and upon hif 
^^ expedition against Richard HI. ; and h^ 
^^ had many Britons^ particularly gentlemen, 
^^ in his army. Euche was probably one of 
^^ them, as he seems to have been a person 
^^ of note : and therefore, though the white 
boar was the badge of Richard, and 
though, considering the place whei^ tbt 
ring -was found, -viz. in Bosworth Field, 
'^ some people may be led to imagine Tho- 
mas Euke might be a retainer of* his, es- 
ckUy as it was common for dependant, to 
'^ take the arms, or crests, or badges, of 
'' their patrons, with the proper variations, 
^' yet this ring may much more reasonable 
^^ be thought, upon the ground of history, 
*' to belong to one of Henry's party than to 
^^ one of Richard's. Sam. Pegge." 

« 

Fig. 10. is one of the knives found in the 

Duke of Norfolk's Camp^. 

« 
Fig. 11. is an old bridle found on the site 

of the Field of Battle, but not likely to be 

so antient as the time of Richards 

* See befbre^.-prM€%. 

" ■ -•, Fig. 
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Fig. 12. 13. are a Cornu Ammonis, anci a 
Fibula, found at Barkby ; and communicated 
by the Rev. Henry Woodcock. 



At the distance of 160 yean, Bosworth 
Field again became the theatre of war ; as ap- 
pears by the following letter, which was pub-^' 
Kshed in 1644 by Parliamentary authority*. - 

" Worthy Sir — This day's success, so far 
" beyond expectation, hath hastened these 
" lines, as I promued, to ^ve yon a speedy 
** account of our proceedings here. This 
** morning intelligence was brought to our 
" horse-quarters thattheenemy were plunder- 
" ing about Hinckley; whereupon my noble 
" Lord Gray, being ever ready of any oppor- 

• Extracted from " A Copy of a Letter sent from 
" the Lord Fairfax to the Mayor of Hull ; and by hiai 
" sent to the Committee of boih Kingdoms ; concern- 
•' ing the great Victory obtained against Prince Ru- 
" pert about the Raising the Siege at York. Also a 
*' true Relation of a defeat given to Colonel Haitiiigs 
"by the Lord Gray's Forces, July ), 16+4, at Boa- 
*' worth Field, in the very Place-where King Richard 
" the Third was slain : With the Names of such Cnm- 
" manders and Soldiers as were slain and taken. 
"Printed, according to Order, July 6, 1644." 

" tunity 
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tunity to serve his country, forthwith sent 
out a well-resolved party, under the com- 
mand of Captain Babington, consisting of 
80 good horse. They marched towards Bos- 
^* worth Field, where they overtook 120 of 
'' Hastings's forces, and there fought with 
^^ them, in the very place where King Richard 
^^ was slain. At the first charge, the enemy fled; 
'^ our men made a hot pursuit for three miles, 
^^ killed six, wounded many, took 40 prisoners, 
^^ a list whereof I have inclosed, as truly col- 
^' lected as the short time will permit ; for I 
^^ believe, upon further examination, there 
^^ will be found a greater number of officers 
^' than are here named ; for the habits and 
postures of many of the prisoners give just 
cause to suspect their condition to be far 
^* above common Troopers. We lost not one 
^^ man ; Captain Babington shot in the hand, 
^^ whose behaviour I cannot pass : At the 
discovery of the Enemy, he made a stand, 
and gave strict command to his soldiers to 
forbear plunder, but to go on courageously 
with him; and promised them, on the 
^^ word of a Gentleman, that if the day 
^^^ proved theirs (which he feared not, with 

'' God'sl 
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« God's wautuioe), what priae should be 
'* guned from the Boemy sfaoald be duals.. 
*< Hub snoceeded, end is perfbnned weeccK 
** io^. nwfe WBs also wonndsd od* oor 
** petty the Qnerter-aester to Sir Edwerf 
« Haitopp; he is shot ib tba thigh, «kd a 
** conuam soldier w two di^tly^ woaudsd. 
** And, to nuke oor soocess the greater, thia 
" was Aoaa afW we had duee days hard 
*' mardi, and bat fimr hoars rBfreehmeat 
** befum this design was andertaken (oor 
" forces being called back from dieir march 
•• to BIT William Waller, upon intelligence of 
" the enemy's design to plunder our country.) 
" We attribute all to the Giver of Victories. 
" I pray you let us hear what good news 
" the West affords ; which will be as wel- 
" come to us, as f am confident this will be 
^' to you. If you intend correspondency^ be 
** as diligent to take opportunity as is, 
^' Your most affectionate fiiend and servant, 

" JLeicesteTf July 1, 1644. 

"My Lord is now gone out in person, in 

'* pursuit of Colmel Nevill and colonel I^te, 

"who 
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who are plundering the other side of the 

country. We pray for hb good success. 

*^ Three-score horses taken. One hun- 

^^ dred cattle, besides sheep s^nd other goods 

*' in a very great proportion, rescued and re- 

^ stored to the owners.*' 
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